
Clintonia 
Magazine of The Niagua hOODtier Botanical Society, Inc. 
An Affiliate of tbe Buffalo Society of Natunl Sciences 

Volume 15, Issue 6 Nov/Dec, 2000 
Unusual Plants in Unusual Places 

THE TOWN AVENS (Geum urbanum L. ) 
in Buffalo. Erie County. New York State 

P. M. Eehel 

It is two miles from my house in the City of Buffalo to my place of work and I often 
walk. As a result 1 get to see the flora of the sidewalks, roadways and highway 
abutments throughout the year. This route runs along a rather dense and complex trans
portation system including both city residential streets (Humboldt Parkway) and the Ken
sington Expressway (US 33) and the Scajaquada Expressway (US 198). Also. at one point 
an international railway line crosses over a partial cloverleaf at the juncture of the two ex
pressways, so local vehicles, autos from suburv ia and international railway cars can 
potentially deposit their botanical hitch-hikers hither and yon in whatever soil lies 
available to them . A flora of this two-mile stretch might prove interesting, especially to 
compare that of s imilar streets in the sprawling city of Buffalo and other urban areas in 
western New York and southern Ontario. Society member Joanne Schlegel has already 
demonstrated in our Newsletter many new members of our flora by examining city and 
suburban highway and railroad verges. 

On June 7. while walking to work, I was looking for Birds-foot Trefoil (Lotus cornic
ulete) to transplant onto our tree lawn so I wouldn't have to mow it, when I noticed a 
small plant coming into flower. with a pretty yellow, five-petalled flower with a red disc 
in the center (formed by red style bases) growing under the overpass, a typical "waste 
space." Superficially it resembled a buttercup (RanuncuJus sp.) , this being their season in 
June. and these are everywhere in the city. I was surprised to find, however, that it was 
an Avens (Geum sp.) in the Rose family, since these are mostly encountered in woodey 
areas: the plant was Geum urbanum L. 

This Eurasian species has already been noted for elsewhere in New York State 
(Mitchell & Tucker 1997) and Ontario (Morton & Venn 1990); in all of Michigan it is 
locally established in Ann Arbor, Michigan (Voss 1985). As recently as 1950, Fernald 
noted it only growing in eastern North America "about towns of e . Mass . and e. Pa ." 
(Fernald 1950). The Buffalo Museum of Science (BUF) has a specimen from the James 
Ward collection . part of a donation to the Museu m shortly before 1920 by the Buffalo Bo
tanic Garden. but the provenance of the plant is unknown. Several 18th century European 
specimens occur at BUF. indicating that the species was available on exchange from 
European botanists . 

The plant differs from the rare native Geum macrophylJum WiJld. of rich woods by the 
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long-hirsute receptacle (not glabrous to short- t.ispi d) . Geum aleppicum Jacq., our second native yellow
flowered species, is most like it except that the ter m inal , deciduous portion of the style is short-pilose 
(shorter than or equal to the width of the style) in G. urbanum, whereas in G. aleppicum these hairs are 
much longer; the hairs on the receptacle on the former species are also long-pilose. on the latter denely 
short-pilose. Perhaps the most -distinctive character. however. is the head of achenes smaller than in our 
other two native yellow-flowered species; Geum urbanum has only around 70 achenes in the head, the 
other two have twice as many: 200-2 50 (Gajewski 1968). Another distinctive character of Geum urbanum 
is its occurrence in stony urban weed-lots and gardens. not woodlands. 

Specimen citation: USA: New York , ErieCo., City of Buffalo at junction of E. Delevan and Humboldt 
Pkwy, di sturbed soil with Trifolium dubium , artemisia vulgaris. Rhus typbine , Rosa rugosa. P. Eckel, June 
17, 2000 (B U F) . 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT GOLDENRODS and ASTERS 
Wildflower Woods September's meeting 

Dick and Peggy Christensen's annual wildflower Goldenrod and Aster fronds were in abundance 
wal k and pot Iuck supper on Sunday, Sept. 10th as Dich Rosche, M ike Siuta , Roger Sweetland and 
at 2 pm lived up to everyone's expectat ions . Dick Christensen d iscussed the many varieties of 
Over twenty members and friends gathered in a goldenrod and asters . A labeled clu ster of each 
circ le of lawn chairs around the yard which was lined the tables for on-hands examining as they 
edged with Peg's beautiful gardens and held great were being described and identified. 
big trees for shade. While the stalwart ones went The individual parts of the flowers were 
with Dick on a long hike for plants and ferns in explained as well as some of the diseases th at 
the woods, some of us checked out Peg's garden attack the plants - especially the goldenrods. The 
and visited. One 'happy camper' was off hunting Midge Fly Moth lays eggs of Ball Gall. Stem 
Dragon-fly specimens for his collection . Gall or Bunch Gall and Eliptical Gall being other 

A bout 5-5 :30, Peg said let's get the food ready. galls. Examples of these galls were shown on the 
as the hikers came straggling back. And out came stems of some of the specimens brought in . 
salads and casseroles. stews and pastas. cookies As Peterson's "A Field Guide to Wildflowers" 
and cakes . Sampling everything the first time and Newcomb's "Wildflower Guide" each number 
around brought most back for repeats and requests at least 32 Goldenrods and 44 Asters , our four 
for recipes were swapped all around . The day presenters introduced us to many species and how 
was a typical , beautiful end-of-summer day with a to identify these by blossom, by leaf , and by 
bright sky, plenty of sun and, later, those long structure. As a follow-up from this meeting. 
fall shadows as eventide approached. there will be a "Goldenrod and Aster" Study Ses

Our thanks to Dick and Peggy for a wonderful sion in late summer, 2001. 
day of restful respite from the rush of daily hap
penings. Same time, same pl ace next year please! ********************** 
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