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April 30–August 21
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A Celebration of Trees
The Missouri Botanical Garden is proud to host a TREEmendous 

year of activities in celebration of the U.N. International Year of 
Forests. Join in the fun as you learn about the real value of trees 

and the critical role they play in our lives.

 
Sycamore, Platanus occidentalis
The Nomad Nest is the result of (and venue for) 
sustainably using urban flora every day. The 
design’s main feature is salvaged branches and 
saplings woven and joined together to create a 
strong and durable dome structure around the 
tree. Kids’ crawl spaces and a large main entrance 
lead to unconventional furniture inside, while 
planters containing wild edibles are mounted to 
the outside. By using exclusively recycled and 
salvaged materials, the Nomad Nest demonstrates 
that resourceful gathering can create grounds for a 
functional, alternative economy. 

Designers & Collaborators:
Kansas City Art Institute
Justin A. Rulo-Sabe and Theresa Joy Hitchcock
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Silver Linden, Tilia tomentosa
Western Soapberry, Sapindus drummondii
Treehenge—the tree interpretive center—is where 
The Great St. Louis Tree Hunt begins. 

The design is constructed with a bamboo base and 
frame, creating a space surrounded by constructed 
trees. Within the space there are pictures, maps, 
and GPS coordinates to aid in the search for 
30 marked trees throughout the Metro region. 
Treehenge features sustainable building materials 
such as bamboo as well as donated items like the 
re-used utility poles presented by Ameren. After the 
competition, the structure will be moved to a local 
business where it will be used as a picnic area. 

Amur Cork, Phellodendron amurense
This scheme is fashioned as a typical “living 
room” with the focus on a grand tree instead of a 
hearth/fireplace. The room is defined by recycled 
Christmas trees salvaged from and with the 
cooperation of the St. Louis City Forestry Recycling 
Program. The recycled Christmas trees become the 
construction material and fabric which defines the 
extent of the room within the Garden. The grand 
tree is highlighted by the construction of a wooded 
log enclosure surrounding two sides of the tree 
like a fireplace with a stone hearth in front. The 
grand tree’s canopy is the overhead structure and 
ceiling/covering for this room. In front of the Tree, an 
accessible seating area is created by the crafting of 
a “rug-like” area made from the recycling of fir and 
pine needles and small branches. 

Designers & Collaborators:
Christner Inc. 
Rick Wimmer-Brown, Mick Schaefer,
Ken Hoernschemeyer, and Denise Buehrer
Waldbart Nursery
Jay Behle

Designers & Collaborators:
Burns & McDonnell
Tom Wagner
John Enslin
Barb Engler
Steve DeFrancesco 
Robyn Coan
Tom Todd
Nathan Newman
Meghan Roberts

Li Wang
David Krumm
Jeff Binz
Tyson Heidmann
Adam Young
Ben Clement
Diane Saftic (Ameren)
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Ginkgo, Ginkgo biloba
This tree house has been designed to represent 
an expanded tree ring structure, constructed out of 
wood for the outer layers and fabric for core rings. 
These rings, which radiate from around the tree, 
represent some of the different biological structures 
of the tree, such as the outer bark, the cambium 
cell layer, and the heartwood. A two-way traffic path 
runs throughout the rings, lined with educational 
panels explaining the functions of different parts 
of the tree, and at the center there is a sitting area 
surrounding the central tree. The design utilizes 
fabric and recycled wood in an effort to minimize 
waste and create an environmentally friendly 
structure, and following the exhibit, the wood 
used will be donated to education and community 
outreach programs. 
Designers & Collaborators:
Washington University
Meghan Lewis, Catherine C. Pyle,
Alvin Kong, and David M. Adkin

Red Oak, Quercus rubra
Sprouting from a giant seed pod (helicopter) of the 
maple tree, the hexagonal house incorporates re-
purposed wood, green roof technology, solar power, 
and a recycled rain water system. In showcasing 
these aspects of sustainability, this tree house is 
able to educate, entertain, and enchant through 
root tunnels, leaf shutters, and models of forest 
inhabitants. 

Designers & Collaborators:
Carol Pearlstone
Ann Florsek Architect LLC 
Ann Florsek
Villinger Construction Company
Milt Villinger
Teiber Construction Company
Dean Teiber
Thies Farm and Greenhouses
Fran Thies and Dave Thies

Contributors:
Luaders Construction 
Henson Construction 
Dealers Service & Supply Co.
Pacific Lumber
Earthminded
Industrial Springs
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Sycamore, Platanus occidentalis
The concept of the Reflections Tree House was 
inspired largely by the aerial and buttress roots 
cast by some tropical trees found throughout the 
world. Perhaps one of the most important design 
considerations was in making the structure seem 
as if it were part of the tree or even growing from it, 
all while avoiding any physical contact with the tree 
itself. The name “Reflections” is derived from the 
way the structure complements and even mimics 
the canopy of a tree. It has been constructed with 
a very minimalistic approach, using easily re-
purposed lumber and fabric. It creates a perfect 
environment for visitors of the Garden to relax and 
“reflect” on the day.

Designers & Collaborators:
Ranken Technical College
Jacob Amador, Aaron Becker,
Shaun Black, and Andrew T. Hustedde

Chinese Elm, Ulmus parvifolia
Tree houses are special places. They are classic 
examples of how people (typically children) dream, 
play, and contemplate life. They express one’s most 
inner personalities: organic structures, built from 
found objects and adorned to assist the creative 
imagination. Our tree house is a formal abstraction 
of how Humans connect themselves with Trees, 
Nature, and the Universe through one of the most 
classic expressions in Western culture.

 Phi and the Fibonacci Sequence are two of the 
most well-known expressions Humans have created 
that formulate an order to Nature and the Universe. 
In that way we have used these expressions to 
make better order of our physical world and have 
used this expression in Art, Architecture, Music, 
and common, everyday objects.

 Through its form, illustrative panels, and elements 
of found objects, our tree house uses the classical 
principles of Phi and the whimsical construction of 
traditional tree houses. The culmination of these 
elements will illustrate to the viewers at the Garden 
how Humans attempt to better connect with Nature. 

Designers & Collaborators:
Christner Inc.
Michael Antkowiak, Grace Corbin, Christopher 
Montroy, Robin Ringwald, Marilyn Sander, and 
Dan Rosenberg
Engraphix, Inc.
Ed Brimer
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Tulip Tree, Liriodendron tulipifera
This structure was designed to recreate the 
impromptu hideouts found and explored by children. 
Two canted L-shaped structures surround the tree 
producing an enclosed play space so that visitors 
of any age can play while appreciating the beauty 
of the tree and the ceiling enclosure it provides. 
Working in collaboration with printmaker Elizabeth 
Foley, large colorful circles will be wheat-pasted 
along the walls echoing the color of the surrounding 
Garden. The Treed Place of Play is constructed out 
of 100% recycled scrap construction material and 
includes solar lighting for nighttime illumination. 

Designers & Collaborators:
Manzo Architects
Christopher Manzo, Rocco Manzo,   
Marie Manzo, Derek Maschek, and  
Elizabeth Foley
Contributors:
American Timber Salvage 
Microgrid Energy

 
Sweet Gum, Liquidambar styraciflua
The concept for this tree house was to create a 
structural pathway allowing the Missouri Botanical 
Garden visitor to view the cedar trees, lily garden, 
and sculpture pond from a new perspective. The 
design acts as a “Gateway to the Garden,” framing 
the new perspective while also receding slightly so 
visitors may use the level nearest the sweet gum 
tree as a bench. The entire structure is constructed 
out of re-purposed or pre-purposed materials, such 
as shipping pallets and conventional lumber, which 
will be reused after the tree house is disassembled 
and donated to the St. Louis Chapter of Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Designers & Collaborators:
Roost Design Studio
Terry Parnell, Levi Hausman, Chris Malone,  
and Chuck Long
Contributors:
Madison County Wood Products
Pallet Logistics Management, Inc.
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 Information

Restrooms

Family restroom

Accessible

Parking 

Dining

Beverages

Drinking fountain
Outdoor frost-free drinking 
fountains have a 3-second 
delay. Please press and hold 
button to operate. 

Tram stops and 
reboarding (Tram 
operates April through 
October.)

Tram path

For the enjoyment of all: 
•  No smoking.
• No picnics or coolers. 
•  No collecting or eating plants, 

seeds, flowers, fruits, or 
vegetables. 

•  No pets. Service animals permitted. 
•  Dispose of waste in recycle and 

trash bins. 
•  Professional/commercial 

photographers, review policy in 
advance at www.mobot.org/visit.

Extreme tree Houses 
locations

Nomad Nest

A “Living” Room in a Garden

Treehenge

Inside the Tree House

The AMAZEing Rings

Reflections Tree house

House+Tree=Phi

A Treed Place of Play

Sweet Gum Tree House

Brookings Treemendous
Interactive Discovery Center 
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Stop by the TREEmendous Interactive Discovery 
Center to immerse yourself in the world of trees. 
The Brookings Interpretive Center (adjacent to the 
Climatron®) has been transformed into a forest of 
fun, discovery, and learning, filled with hands-on, 
interactive experiences. The Interactive Discovery 
Center is open all year from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
beginning April 1.

April 8–September 30

The Great St. Louis Tree Hunt branches the 
celebration of trees out into the community. 
Explore the great outdoors by joining The Great 
St. Louis Tree Hunt to find at least 15 of 30 marked 
TREEmendous Trees throughout the metro region 
(including Missouri and Illinois). Download an area 
guide, clue map, and photo journal at www.mobot.
org/treemendous. The Great St. Louis Tree Hunt 
is presented by Gamma Tree Experts. Search the 
great outdoors to find marked TREEmendous Trees 
throughout the Missouri and Illinois metro St. Louis 
region. Document your findings in the Tree Hunt 
Guide Book, and bring the completed guide to the 
TREEmendous! Interactive Discover Center to 
receive a special tree-themed award.  
www.mobot.org/treemendous/treehunt

The Garden would like to thank the following 
sponsors for their generous support of our 
TREEmendous Year-long celebration: Ameren 
Missouri, Gamma Tree Experts, Macy’s, Novus 
International, Inc., and U.S. Green Building Council, 
Missouri Gateway Chapter.
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The Missouri Botanical Garden strives to make the most sustainable choices 
for the future of people, plants, and the planet. This publication is printed on 
paper containing 100% post-consumer recycled content manufactured with 
wind power. We hope that you will recycle it or pass it along to a friend. 

4344 Shaw Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63110  
(314) 577-5100  •  www.mobot.org


