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niki
MONOGRAPH BIO — NIKI DE SAINT PHALLE

1930

Catherine Marie-Agnés Fal de Saint Phalle is boieailly-sur-Seine on October 29. She is the sdaifive
children born to Jeanne Jacqueline née Harper addéAMarie Fal de Saint Phalle. Her father is dneewen
brothers with a share in the family’s banking hoW&&en the stock exchange collapses in 1930, I&s losth the
business and his fortune. Marie-Agnés is sent tgaternal grandparents in France, where she spleadext
three years in Niévre.

1933
Marie-Agnes rejoins her parents in Greenwich, Cotiogt. She often spends her summer holidays aCtéeau
of Filerval, owned by her maternal grandfather banilt by Le Nétre.

1937
The family moves into an apartment on East 88thebin New York. Marie-Agnés, now known as Nikieads
the Convent School of the Sacred Heart on East&teset.

1941
Niki de Saint Phalle is expelled from the Convechi@l. She moves to Princeton, New Jersey, todite her
grandparents, who left France because of the Sattmidl War. She attends the local public school.

1942

Niki de Saint Phalle returns to her parents’ home a@tends Brearley School, New York. She readsaiEAfan
Poe, Shakespeare and Greek tragedy. She takes palbol performances and writes her first playd poems,
among which id.a Peste

1944

Niki de Saint Phalle paints the fig leaves on ttieosl statues bright red. Her headmistress sugjéstshould
either have psychiatric treatment or leave schdet.parents send her to a Convent School at Suffffew York
State.

1947
Niki de Saint Phalle graduates from Oldfield SchadWaryland.

(over)
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1948-1949

She works as a model. Photographs of her appa&érgoe Harper’'s Bazaarand on the cover dfife Magazine.
Niki de Saint Phalle, 18, elopes with Harry Mathe®&, who had enrolled in the U.S. Marine Corps.JOne 6,
1949, they marry in a registry office.

1950

In February, fulfilling their parents’ wish, NikiedSaint Phalle and Harry Mathews get married irFtesch
Church, New York, and settle in Cambridge, Massaetta. He studies music at Harvard University aitd N
begins to produce her first oils and gouaches.

1951
In April their daughter, Laura, is born in Boston.

1952

Niki, Harry and Laura Mathews leave Boston and mawe an apartment in the Rue Jean Dolent in PHgsty
Mathews carries on with his music studies in theehof becoming a conductor. Niki studies dramayThwh take
charge of their daughter’s education. The familgrgfs the summer months in the South of Francen$yai Italy,
where they visit museums and cathedrals. Niki igreased by the idea that a cathedral is the rekaltcollective
ideal.” This thought will have an important impéettier on her work.

1953

Niki de Saint Phalle suffers a severe nervous lol@ak and is treated as an in-patient in Nice. Spaieting helps
her to overcome this crisis in her life, she degitdegive up acting and become an artist. At timeestaime, Harry
Mathews abandons his music studies and writesretsiovel.

1954

In March, Niki and Harry Mathews buy their firstréa Nice. They drive back to Paris, where theyretehouse
with Anthony Bonner, an American jazz musician anthposer. Niki Mathews is introduced to the Amarica
painter Hugh Weiss, who remains her mentor for yiwars and who encourages her to retain her aatciiidstyle.
In September, Niki, Harry and Laura Mathews movBégéa on the island of Mallorca.

1955

Their son, Philip, is born on May 1. Niki visits Bliéd and Barcelona, where she discovers the wofkaafdi.
These visits, and particularly the Park Guell, gfeaher life, and give her the idea of creating raea of sculpture
herself one day.

1956-1958
The Mathews family spends most of its time in then€h Alps at Lans-en-Vercors. Niki produces aeseoff oil
paintings, which she exhibits for the first timeSh Gallen in April 1956.

In August the Mathews family returns to Paris aral/es into a small apartment in the Rue Alfred Ddr@taye.
Harry and Niki often visit the Louvre and other rauss. Niki discovers the works of Paul Klee, Hénatisse,
Pablo Picasso and the Douanier Rousseau. With Néatlgews she meets many contemporary writers, gty
John Ashbery and Kenneth Koch.

In 1956, Niki also meets Jean Tinguely and his wifea Aeppli. Niki visits Joseph Ferdinand Chev&laais Idéal
at Hauterives. For her first sculpture, Niki askad Tinguely to prepare an iron structure, whigh@bvers with
plaster.

1959
Niki de Saint Phalle visits the Musée d’Art Moded®la Ville de Paris and sees works by the Amararéists
Jasper Johns, Willem de Kooning, Jackson PollodkRobert Rauschenberg.



1960

Niki and Harry Mathews separate; Harry moves toRhe de Varennes with their children, while Nikinans in
the Rue Alfred Durand-Claye. She continues hestartexperiments; producing assemblages in plasteitarget
pictures. At the end of the year, she and JeanuEiggnove into the Impasse Ronsin, where they sharsame
studio. Jean Tinguely introduces her to Pontusdtulthe director of the Moderna Museet in Stockhatmo will
organize many important exhibitions at that timd boy some of her works for the Moderna Museet.

1961
During February a group exhibition is held at thedde d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris under ttie t
Comparaison: Peinture - Sculptumdiki de Saint Phalle exhibits a target montatjediPortrait of My Lover.

On February 12 she organizes the first of more thatve “shootings” which are held in 1961, 1962 d4963.
These events involve assemblages incorporatingirans of paint which, concealed beneath the plaspatter
their contents over the image when shot with apighe resultant pictures are known as “shootiaigtngs.”
Among spectators at the first event are membetiseoNouveaux Réalistes. Enthused, Pierre Restartg$rNiki
to join the group, which already includes Armans&¢ Christo, Gérard Deschamps, Frangois Dufréagmand
Hains, Yves Klein, Martial Raysse, Mimmo Rotellaridel Spoerri, Jean Tinguely and Jacques Villeglé.

In March, Niki de Saint Phalle takes part in anibitton, Bewogen Beweging, organized by Pontus éfulit the
Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam. This exhibitionaselr shown in the Moderna Museet in Stockholm &ed t
Louisiana Museum in Humlebaek, Denmark.

On June 20, Jasper Johns, Robert RauschenbergjeN8aint Phalle and Jean Tinguely take part inobdehn
Cage'’s concerts, Variations Il, in the American BEsgy in Paris. While David Tudor plays music bynJ@lage on
the piano, other works of art are created on stage.

Pierre Restany organizes at the Galerie J, rurisowife Jeannine Goldschmidt, Niki's first one-womaxhibition
under the title Tir a volonté, from June 30 to JL& Leo Castelli, Robert Rauschenberg, JaspesJaiuhall the
Nouveaux Réalistes attend the launch. Rauschebgea “shooting painting.”

Pierre Restany organizes a Festival of Nouveauiiskéaat the Galerie Muratore in Nice. For theaidf opening
on the evening of July 13, Niki de Saint Phalleages a “shooting” at the Abbaye Roseland at waiictine
Nouveaux Réalistes take part.

Marcel Duchamp introduces Niki de Saint Phalle &eah Tinguely to Salvador Dali. During a trip t@®Bgn
August, both artists are invited to take part ilrebeations in honor of Dali. They create a lifeesull made of
plaster and paper, which explodes in the Arenagatefas during a firework display.

In October Niki de Saint Phalle takes parTime Art of Assemblagexhibition at The Museum of Modern Art in
New York. The exhibition subsequently travels te Ballas Museum for Contemporary Art and the Saméisco
Museum of Art.

Between June and September more than 50 interaatilagazines and journals carry reports on Niksdet
Phalle’s work.

In the fall, Larry Rivers and his wife, Claricetti®in one of the studios in the Impasse Ronsiey tsoon strike up
a friendship with Niki.

1962
In February, Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean Tingtielyel to California and visit Simon Rodilla’s VW&l ower
near Los Angeles. With the help of Niki de SainalRhhe organizes a “happenin&tudy for an End of the World
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Number 2in the Nevada Desert. Niki de Saint Phalle stdgedirst two “shootings” in the United Statese ffirst
is held on March 4 at Virginia Dwan’s beach housklalibu, the second assisted by Ed Kienholz Inttitle
overlooking Malibu.

Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean Tinguely travel tode.

On May 4, Niki de Saint Phalle, Jean Tinguely arahynother artists take part in Kenneth Koch'’s pliye
Construction of Bostgrdirected by Merce Cunningham. On stage at thelivian Playhouse, New York is her
“shooting sculpture,¥énus de Milo.

Following her return to Europe she exhibits tenksat a one-woman exhibition at Paris’s GalerieeRvoite.
Among the visitors is Alexander lolas, who invitéki de Saint Phalle to exhibit in New York the lfmhing
October. He supports her financially for many yesrd organizes numerous exhibitions. It is lolas whroduces
her to the Surrealist painters Victor Brauner, NEaRst and René Magritte.

Yves Klein dies suddenly on June 6.

From August 30 to September 30, Niki takes paBytaby (Dynamic Labyrinth), a large-scale installatiorita
Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, in which Robert RAfenberg, Martial Raysse, Daniel Spoerri, Jeanuighg
and Per Olof Ultvedt are also involved.

From October 15 to November 3, Niki de Saint Phafiens her first one-woman exhibition in New Y otktee
Alexander lolas Gallery. In addition to ten othesriss, she exhibits hétomage td_e Facteur Chevala shooting
gallery in which members of the public are invitedire at a construction.

1963

In May, Virginia Dwan organizes a shooting event@s Angeles at which Niki de Saint Phalle shodtsea
monumental sculptur&ing Kong The work is bought by the Moderna Museet in Shotik. Her taste for horror
films is a source of inspiration for her.

Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean Tinguely buy a forimer the Auberge du Cheval Blanc, at Soisy-surkEocear
Essonne. Niki de Saint Phalle confronts the varioles of women in society, producing a seriescoffgures of
women in childbirth, devouring mothers, witches arres.

1964
Niki de Saint Phalle spends the summer at Lutrgr hausanne working on large paper maché and wesad)
brides and hest. George and the Dragon

In September she has her first solo exhibitionaatdon’s Hanover Gallery.

In October she visits New York, where she lives andks at the Chelsea Hotel, making a series oépapllages
of Nanas, hearts and dragons.

1965
Inspired by Clarice Rivers’ pregnancy, Niki de $d&halle creates in April, her first Nanas, madeayer maché
and wool.

In August, Monique Jacot writes a 12-page articléNiki in the Swiss art revie®U.

In September, Niki shows her Nanas during her srlobition at the Galerie Alexandre lolas, in Pasring the
show the Artists Club of New York organizes a sdtombola (a type of raffle), where works by leaglartists are



left in lockers at Penn Station. Keys cost $10 e@ghthat occasion, lolas publishes Niki's firgistis book,
which includes a handwritten text illustrated whigr drawings of Nanas.

At lolas’ suggestion, she begins to work on margnmstional projects (invitations, posters, bookstings). Niki
de Saint Phalle makes her first series of silkscpgants.

1966
In collaboration with Martial Raysse and Jean TalguNiki de Saint Phalle designs the scenery arstiuenes for
Roland Petit’s ballet, Eloge de la Folie, perfornre®larch at the Théatre des Champs-Elysées is.Pari

In June, Niki de Saint Phalle, Jean Tinguely and@®ef Ultvedt are invited by Pontus Hulten to @t sculpture
in the Moderna Museet in Stockholm. They decideréate a monumental reclining Nana, 28 meters @mgeters
wide and 6 meters high. It is callen (the Swedish pronoun, “she”).

While working in Stockholm, Niki de Saint Phalledafean Tinguely meet the young Swiss artist, Rieb&V. He
works onHon with them and remains their assistant and colledgumany years.

In October, Niki de Saint Phalle designs the setsastumes for Aristophandsysistratain a production by
Rainer von Diez at the Staatstheater in KasseinGey.

1967

Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean Tinguely worki@nParadis Fantastiguea commission from the French
government for the French Pavilion at Expo’67 inritfeal. The commission consists of nine paintedpsares by
Niki de Saint Phalle and six black kinetic machibgslean TinguelyLe Paradis Fantastiquis subsequently
shown at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery in Buffaland, for a year, in Central Park, New York. It isnmnon
permanent exhibition in Stockholm, close to the Blo@d Museet.

In August, Niki de Saint Phalle’s first museum shisvineld at the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, uride title
Nana PowerFor this exhibition she creates her first Nanagbn House and Nana Fountain and plans her first
Nana Town. The new exhibits are made of polyeatenaterial with which she has only recently stattedork.

1968

In June, Niki de Saint Phalle’s first pldZH (All About Me), is performed at the Staatstheatekassel. Her co-
author is the director, Rainer von Diez. She destpe sets, costumes and the bill.

In October, Niki de Saint Phalle exhibits her 18tpeall relief, Last Night | Had a Drearrat the Galerie
Alexandre lolas in Paris.

Niki de Saint Phalle designs inflatable Nanas, White marketed in New York.

Towards the end of the year Niki de Saint Phalféessiserious breathing difficulties, caused byailing polyester
fumes and dust. She visits Morocco.

1969
Following her return from a visit to India, Niki &aint Phalle begins work on her first architedtpraject, three
houses in the South of France for Rainer von Qiempleted in 1971.

The Whitney Museum of American Art in New York aggs the sculpturBlack Venusand exhibits it at its April
exhibition, Contemporary American Sculpture, Sétece.

Niki de Saint Phalle begins work da téte (Le Cyclop) collaborative project in Milly-la-Forét initiadeby Jean
Tinguely and involving a large number of artists.



1970

On November 29, a festival is organized by Piemst&y and Guido Le Noci in Milan to mark the tenth
anniversary of the founding of the Nouveaux RéadisAt the opening ceremony, Niki de Saint Phditmoss at an
altar assemblage.

A series of 17 serigraphs is published in Pariseutige titte Nana Power.
Niki de Saint Phalle visits Egypt for the first #mvith Jean Tinguely.

1971
On July 13, Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean Tingaeé/married in Soisy. They visit Morocco. Her grdadghter
Bloum is born on the island of Bali, the daughteLaura and Laurent Condominas.

Niki de Saint Phalle designs her first jewelry.

At the end of the year she begins work@ulem an architectural project for children in JerusdieRabinovitch
Park, completed in 1972.

1972
From now on Niki de Saint Phalle works with Roldaligon, Fabricant de Plastiques d’Art and latethwhis son
Gérard, to produce her large-scale sculptures ditidres.

In July she rents the Chateau-de-Mons near Gragke iSouth of France, where she begins shoota{rt
version ofDaddy; written and produced in association with Peteitéfiead, and shown at London’s Hammer
Cinema the following November. Niki de Saint Phailsits Greece.

1973

In January, Niki de Saint Phalle works on a revigeidion ofDaddyin Soisy and New York, again with Mia
Martin, Clarice Rivers and Rainer von Diez. The idqremiére of the revised version is shown in Agsipart of
the 11th New York Film Festival at the Lincoln CentNiki de Saint Phalle designs the cover of tregmm.

Niki de Saint Phalle designs a swimming pool foofges Plouvier in Saint-Tropez.

In the Belgian town of Knokke-le-Zoute she buildeDragon, a fully equipped playhouse for the children of
Fabienne and Roger Nellens.

1974
Niki de Saint Phalle installs three gigantic Naimaklanover, which the city names Caroline, Chaglathd Sophie,
in honor of of Hanover’'s most recognized queens.

Galerie Alexandre lolas in Paris shows an exhibitbher architectural projects.

She suffers an abscess on her lung, caused byofeaosking with polyester. After a period in hogishe visits
Arizona and St. Moritz to convalesce. It is her@ he meets again Marella Agnelli, a friend whow et in the
1950s in New York. Niki tells her of her dream ofiking a sculpture garden and Marella’s brothersloGand
Nicolas Carracciolo, offer her land in Tuscany dmch to realize her dream.

1975
Niki de Saint Phalle writes the screenplay forfilm, Un réve plus long que la nuilany of her artist friends are
involved in shooting the film. She designs sevprates of furniture for the sets.



1976
Niki de Saint Phalle spends the entire year in Swisuntains, planning her sculpture park.

1977

Together with Constantin Mulgrave, Niki de Sainafn designs the sets for the filifhe Traveling Companion
which is based on a fairy story by Hans Christiarmdérsen, yet the film is never finalized. She sisftexico and
New Mexico. Ricardo Menon becomes her assistantjraging to work with her for the next 10 years.

1978
Niki de Saint Phalle begins laying out t@iardino dei Tarocchon the estate of Carlo and Nicola Carracciolo at
Garavicchio in Tuscany. Inspired by the Tarot caiiki begins a series of 22 monumental sculptures.

1979

Niki de Saint Phalle spends most of her time incny laying the foundations for her Tarot GarderMarch she
holds her first exhibition in Japan at Tokyo’s Wafallery. Gimpel & Weitzenhoffer of New York hadan
exhibition of the models and photographs for hehiectural projects. The exhibitioklonumental Projectgours
the U.S.A.

She invents new sculptures, which she calls Skinnie

1980

In April, Niki de Saint Phalle begins work on thiest sculptures for her Tarot Garddme MagicianandThe High
PriestessIn Ulm, her sculpturée Poéte et sa Muse unveiled on the university campus. The instialfa
coincides with an exhibition of her graphic workqieh lasts from May until July.

From July to September the Centre Georges PompmdBaris devotes an important retrospective exbibito her
that subsequently travels to Austria, Germany ameden.

Yoko Masuda organizes the first exhibition at Spidide in Tokyo.
Niki makes her first polyester snake chairs, vaseslamps.

1981

Niki de Saint Phalle rents a small house closéeolarot Garden for which she employs local workégan
Tinguely and his All-Star Swiss Team of Sepp Imaofl Rico Weber take on the task of welding thettaro
sculptures.

In spring, she paints the exterior of a new twigiea airplane, the Piper Aérostar 602 P, for thePgtuyvesant
Foundation in Amsterdam. In June, the plane arsees®nd in the first Paris-New York-Paris transditaair race.

1982
An American company, Jacqueline Cochran, New Yiorkites Niki de Saint Phalle to create a new peduShe
uses the proceeds to finance her Tarot Garden.

Jean Tinguely and Niki de Saint Phalle collabomat@ sculpture-fountain of 15 elements for the €lgor
Stravinsky, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris. Thewssisted by Pierre Marie Lejeune, who continoessist
Niki and Jean for many years.

The Galleries of Gimpel & Weitzenhoffer in New Yaskd Gimpel Fils, London, show NikiSkinnies.

Work on the Tarot Garden progresses. Substitugag Jinguely, the Dutch artist Doc van Winsen warkghe
steel construction of the sculptures. By the entthefyear they begin applying cement.



Niki suffers her first attack of rheumatoid arthwit

1983
The Stuart Foundation commissions a sculpttg Godfor the campus of the University of CaliforniaSsn
Diego.

Niki de Saint Phalle moves infikhe Empresi the Tarot Garden and will use that buildingsigaed in the shape
of a sphinx, as a studio and home for the nextregears.

She decides to use ceramics in addition to miaaodsglass for the sculptures. Ricardo Menon dissoVenera
Finocchiaro, a ceramics teacher in Rome, who pregladl their ceramics from now on.

1984
Niki de Saint Phalle works full-time on her Tarcai@en.

1985
The buildingsThe Magician, The Tower, The EmprassiThe High Priestesare completed. Jean Tinguely
constructs a machine fdhe Tower of Babel

1986
Niki de Saint Phalle spends most of the year aa@echio, where more sculptures are installed inTtagot
Garden.

Together with Professor Silvio Barandun she writed illustrates a boolIDS: You Can’t Catch It Holding
Hands published in English and later translated inte filifferent languages. Ricardo Menon returns tisRa
attend drama school. He introduces Niki de SaiallPlho Marcelo Zitelli, who becomes her assistant.

1987
In March, the Kunsthalle der Hypo-KulturstiftunghMunich holds a major exhibition of Niki de Sairfid#e’s
work, Niki de Saint Phalle - Bilder - Figuren - Phantastie Garten

Her first retrospective in America is held at thassau County Museum of Fine Art in Roslyn, Longnsl, under
the title Fantastic Visions: Works by Niki de Saint Phalle

1988

Niki de Saint Phalle and Jean Tinguely receiverarassion from French President Mitterrand to desigountain
for Chateau-Chinon, where he had been mayor foymears. Mitterrand unveils the fountain, in frafithe town
hall, on March 10.

Helen Schneider commissions another fountain feiSthneider Children’s Hospital in Long Island. iNlk Saint
Phalle designs a snake tree 5.50 meters in height.

She also designs a gigantic kit&Qiseau amoureyxor a worldwide traveling exhibition devoted tibds and
organized by the Goethe Institute, Japan.

1989

Niki de Saint Phalle has a twin exhibition at tkk&\l Galerie and the Galerie de France under treeQidluvres des
années 80where she shows works created in collaboratiah yéan Tinguely.

She works in bronze for the first time and desigmeries of Egyptian gods.

Ricardo Menon dies of AIDS.



Together with her son Philip Mathews, she prodacesrtoon film that is based on her bo&K)S: You Can't
Catch It Holding Hands

1990
In June, Niki de Saint Phalle exhibits works frdm tL960s at both the Galerie de France and the G&ltie in
Paris. The exhibitions are titl&drs... et autres révoltes 1961-1964

In November she presents her film about AIDS atMiusée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris. To coincidénhe
presentation, the museum mounts an exhibitionafhgs for the film and for the revised versiortteé book
Sida: tu ne l'attraperas pais published by the Agence Frangaise de LutteredatSIDA and distributed to
schoolchildren throughout France.

1991

Niki makes a maquette ftue Temple Idéala place for worship for all religions. This arnehiture was originally
conceived in the early 1970s as a hopeful alteradt the religious intolerance she observed whdeking in
Jerusalem. She receives a commission from thethimes, France, to build this architectural stuip. Because
of politics, the project is never realized.

In June, an exhibition is held at the Gimpel Fill&y, London, under the tit@ods

Jean Tinguely dies in Bern, Switzerland in Augu@21L In his honor, she makes her first
kinetic sculptures, th®leta-Tinguelys

1992-1993

A major retrospective organized by the Kunst undgtellungshalle in Bonn, Germany, travels — slightbdified
for every new exhibition — to the McLellan Gallesj&lasgow; the Musée d’Art Moderne de la VilleRiwis; and
the Musée d’Art et d’Histoire, Fribourg, Switzerthn

She conceives a series of kinetic reliefs, or pagstin movement, th€ableaux EclatésA large-scale outdoor
fountain,Lebensretterin installed in the City of Duisburg, Germany.

Niki makes a sculpturd he Footballersfor the Musée Olympique in Lausanne.

1994

Niki de Saint Phalle moves to San Diego, Califormibere she lives for next eight years. She cot#naith Lech
Juretko to organize a studio for the cutting ofroms, glass and stones, which she uses increasmblr
sculptures instead of paint.

Creates a series of silkscree@slifornia Diary, published by Ebi Kornfeld, as well as 26 lithqgna created with
two former collaborators of Sam Francis — GeorggeRand Jacob Samuel. In October, the Niki Museuem®im

Nasu, Japan, devoted to the life and work of N&iSaint Phalle.

She begins collaboration with architect Mario Battea major sculpture-architectural projédbah’s Ark for
Jerusalem.

She designs a postage stasmp AIDS/Stop SIDAgr Switzerland.

Niki receives Le Prix Caran d’Ache.



1995

Peter Schamoni completes a documentary film abdat Who is the Monster? You or M&®e French cultural
organization AFAA organizes a traveling exhibitimmmuseums in Central and South America. Niki efkban a
collaboration with Swiss architect Mario Botta Bomajor sculpture-architectural projeldpah’s Ark
commissioned by the Jerusalem Foundation for ThehlFamily Zoological Gardens in Jerusalem, Israel.

The French cultural agency Asociacion Francesdacd@on Artistica, organizes a traveling exhibititmmajor
museums in Mexico, Venezuela, Brazil and Chile.

1996
She begins construction of the Gila Monster, adehil’s playhouse in the form of a dragon 12 feghlaind 30 feet
long, covered in a mosaic of mirrors, stones, carsuand glass at a private residence in San Diego.

The Jean Tinguely Museum, designed by Mario Bopans in Basel. Niki donates 55 major sculpturesauer
100 graphic works by Jean, making the bulk of whi&ection.

1997
For the main railway station in Zurich, Niki recesrza commission from the Swiss Railways (CFFLfAnge
Protecteur a 33 feet high sculpture, unveiled in November.

Mario Botta constructs a wall and entrance forheot Garden.
Niki de Saint Phalle designs snake chairs in woitd mosaic inlay, made by Del Cover and Dave Carr.

1998
Official opening of the Tarot Garden on May 15, 899

Niki finishes the last of 22 animal sculptures fah’s Arkas well as th8lack Heroeseries, an homage to
prominent African-Americans including Miles Davisyuis Armstrong and Josephine Baker.

Her largest American retrospective to date is eardly close friend Martha Longenecker, directoftoé Mingei
International Museum in San Diego.

1999-2000

Niki begins to search for land on which to buildaulpture garden in San Diego County. In Octob@&02¢he City
of Escondido accepts her offer to create a gamlémel Sankey Arboretum in Kit Carson Park. Shdstsign
work and plans foQueen Califia’s Magical CircleShe draws much of its imagery from her interpretetiof early
California history, myth and legend, Native Amerisaand Meso-American culture, and the study ofgedbus
plants and wildlife.

She is awarded the #Praemium Imperial Prize (Sculpture Category) spoegsby the Japan Art Association and
considered equivalent to the Nobel Prize in thevartd. Among the other prize winners in 2000 araekican
composer Stephen Sondheim, painter Ellsworth Kely,German composer Hans Werner Henze, and ttisiBri
architect Richard Rogers.

Niki starts to exhibit with the Tasende GallerynSaego.

In November 2000, the Sprengel Museum in Hanoveeilsa portion of the more than 300 works dondtgthe
artist and publishes a major catalogue about tie gi

Niki makes a new series of vases.
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2001

She accepts a commission to redesign and ornahreettooms in the historic 1 ZenturyGrotto built in
Hanover’s Royal Herrenhausen Garden. Originallyodsted with shells, crystals and minerals remowettie 18th
century, the building was used as a store for nyaays. Donates major gifts of work to the City a€dfor its
Musée d’Art Moderne et d’Art Contemporain and te Musée d'Art Décoratifs in Paris.

Niki designs and builds a 12-meter-tall sculpt@eming Togetheffor the Port of San Diego. The sculpture in the
shape of half a female and male face united, adowniién mosaic and stones, is inaugurated in October

She finishes writing the second volume of her aiomaphy,Harry & Me. The Family Years

2002
Niki de Saint Phalle dies on May 21 at the ageloin/La Jolla, California.

Granddaughter Bloum Cardenas, assistant/collalravdocelo Zitelli and technical advisor Lech Jurgtls well

as other members of her international staff, oeefs@l work on the Escondido and Hanover projézisnsure
they meet her specifications. The exhibitibngpm Niki Matthews to Niki De Saint Phallepens at The Sprengel
Museum.

2003

The Grottoopens in March with mosaic decorations of glase,ons, and pebbles as well as a host of painteld an
sculpted figures.

A summer exhibition of monumental sculptures islhelPalais-Royal Gardens in Paris.

Queen Califia’s Magical Circlés dedicated and opens to the public on OctobeT @8 is her first American
garden and the last major project realized by ttista

The Niki Charitable Art Foundation, a non-profiganization, is established.

#H#
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