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longer be counted on; and when the regular low-priced omnibus
system shall have been perfected, with a station for setting down X
and taking up visitors at the foot bridge to the Sisters, it is to be JE
expected that they will be much oftener and more densely occu- |
pied than they yet have been. Yet, even before the entrance :
charge had been done away with, the movement of visitors. upon
them had already been sufficient to cause a perceptible and unhappy
‘modification of their original natural character.
A large part of the old ground 'verdure, for instance, had been
~ - killed out, and mud or dust was often found in its place. ,. 3

A large part ot the rocks no longer had their former mterestlng 3
surface character, all their distinctive qualities having been ground
‘out by the heals of visitors. Not many years before there were to
be enjoyed here remarkably luxuriant, low massive bodies of a
description of foliage rare even to most horticural visitors, and
when in perfection not less beautiful, as g constituent-of landscape
composition, than that of the most valued acquisitions our gardens
~ have ever received from distant lands — our native yew, a shrub

" supplying the darkest green and the brighest red of our, forest.
Because of the unrestricted movements of visitors, some of
whom have been crowded by others out of the more beaten paths,
these plants had already lost not a little of their characteristic
beauty and were in a fair way to be gradually worried to death.
Elsewhere on the islands numerous roots of trees were to be seen
exposed through the wearing oft of the surface soil, bruised and ]
rendered incapable of supplying the nourishment they formerly
had to-the foliage above, which was, consequently, beginning to
lose its vigor, grace and density , and though your superintendent
has taken some precautions to lessen the evil, what has been said
can yet be readlly verified by a visit to the islands.

The lesson is the more atrenuously taught by the present condi-
. tion of Luna island, because, relatively to its area, its surface has
been more gradually worn by the feet of visitors. Half the dense’
foliage, originally growing wherever the rock gave it a foothold,
has disappeared, and much of that which remains is feeble and
shabby. Unless stringent measures are used to prevent it, Luna
Island will, in a few years, inevitably become a barren rock.

That many parts of the reservation shall be prevented from
being gradually made desolate by like process, an extent of arti-
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ficial accommodation, and of artificial expedients for protecting,
nature, must be provided that would otherwise deserve condem-
' nation. : :

T But it is not mmply to enforce this consideration that the above
t - facts have been referred 'to; there is'a principle affecting the plan .
to be based upon them of much greater importance and which,
experience in nearly every public ground wherein the enjoyment of

zg Nature has been an object has shown to be most difficult to be

fully and continuously kept prominently in view. It is this:

;\f Having regard to the enjoyment by wisitors of natural scenery,

b and considering that the means of making this enjoyment available

& to large numbers of them will unavoidably lessen the ewtent and.

E vabue of the primary elehhents of natural scenery, nothing of an

V- artificial character should be allowed a place on the property, no

L matter how valuadle it might be under other circumstances and no
L matter at how little cost it may be had, the presence of which can
» 'be/avoided congsistently with the provisions of necessary conditions

. - for making the enjoyment of the natural scenery available.

Suppose, for instance, that a costly object of art, like that of
the Statute of Liberty, should be tendered to the State on condi-
tion that it should be set up on Goat Island, the precept to which .
| our argument has tendered would oblige a declension of the gift

- ag surely as it wonld the refusal of an oﬂ'er to stock the island with
poison ivy or with wolves or bears. ‘
This conclusion will be found to dispose of many suggestions of
alleged improvenient that have already been urged, and the like of
~which will probably never, for many years at a time, cease to be
- urged, and urged earnestly, by good men, on grounds superficially
plausible. '

+ It has been supposed, for example, that one of the first i improve-
jments to be made after throwing open Goat island would be to
“replace the little old eating-house upon it by a much finer and
‘larger establishment. If it were a comfercial undertaking into
- which the State was entering, in competition with the people of
.the village of Niagara, it cannot be questioned that the restaurant
~could be made a profitable branch of it.” But adopting the view
~upon which the plan of i 1mprov ent now submitted is based, it is
"'to be considered that no house "can be built upon the island that
will not. in some degree dispossess, obscure and disturb elements
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ot its distinctive natural scenery.%.The question, then, is, will the

absence of places of refreshment canse such’ hardship to visitors,
reagonably provident for themselves, as to seriously interfere with
the general enjoyment by the public of the scenery? It is a
suflicient answer to say that there is no point in thg reservation at
which a house can be placed that is more than ten minutes’ walk
or five minutes’ drive from hotels and restaurants standing on
land of private ownership. ‘

Similar reasoning will apply to a variety of projects that it can
have been supposed that your Board will entertain only through a
failure to understand that it is precisely against obstrusions of
essentially the same character on the natural scenery as they
would involve that the State has placed the premises in reserve.
The project of a camera obscura is one such ; that of prospect
towers another, that of a militia parade ground another.

But of suggestions that have been publicly made for using the
Niagara Reservatlon for- purposes other than that of conservation
and protecnon for its natural scenery and the facilitation of the
public enjoyment of it, that which calls for the gravest coneidera-

" tion is one for the establishment upon it, in a suitable building, of -

a collection of objects helpful to astudy of the geology of the region
and of the interesting history of the border lands of the St. Law-
rence, the Niagara and the lakes
purposes being desirable, threre would be obvious advantages in

placing thent near the Falls ; but the advantage of placing them “

within the Reservation, rather than at some other point within the
village of Niagara Falls, cannot outweigh the objections that we
have aimed to present to complicating in any manner the purpose
which the State has primarily in view in forming the Reservation.
This is no more a scientific or a scholarly or an educational purpose

. than it is a commercial purpose.

Reservation ;

A venerable and public-spirited citizen of the village, of afamily :

to which the State already owes much, has offered to present, for

the purpores named, a building site, now his private property, bor- ]

dering upon the Reservation, on condition .that the bunilding and

necessary support of the institution shall be otherwise provided.

The situation offered is & commanding one; itis in the most attract-
ive quarter of the village; the ground is higher than any on the

§ and it is in all respe

A museum and library for these

the body of land is larger than would be strictly ‘§
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2 necessary ; it would have a direct entrance from the Reservation,
| and it is in all respects a better site than any that could be proposed.,
8 to seriously interfere with S on the Reservation.

Qof the scenery ¢ It is a | If the State should think it expedient to take action tavorably
d pomt in the reservation at 1 to a museum, it wonld be much better that it should be in s form
@re than ten minntes’ walk JEE thus suggested than in that of reappropriating to the purpose

d restaurants standing on JEMR ground that it has reserved for the enjoyment of natural scenery. -

' o " In arguing against the proposition to provide refreshment places
ety of projects that it can MM on the Reservation, we have taken the position that it could be
‘entertain only through » M - approved only on the ground that otherwise visitors might suffer
y against obstrusions of M  hardship preventing enjoyment of the scemery. It is necessary,
vnatura] scenery as they . however, to maintain that some visitors must even be condemned
the premises in reserve. to what they will think something of a hardship at certain points
ue such ; that of prospect ~in order that the organic purpose of the Reservation may be carrled
?ronnd another v . out as fully as the plan contemplates that it shall be.
fiblicly made for using the - 4 In the cases to which we thus refer the questlon to be considered

than that of conservation is this:
ﬁd the facilitation of the What is to be the eftect of certain propbsed arrangements in

for the gravest congidera- - § respect to the enjoyment of the scenery, not by a few visitors of a
b a suitable building, of particular condition, at certain times, but, in the long run, by the
‘_i:he geology of the region . “ great body of visitors? And this question is to be discussed not ‘
kﬁr lands of the St. Law- . without regard for those who, from natural endowments or the RN
h‘nm and library for thege ' results of training, are susceptible to a higher enjoyment than- 8
. obvious advantages in . most. It is a question, we are bound to consider, of the hlghest
ﬁ'ﬂntage of placing them average enjoyment.
&e other point within the We will direct attention at once to the point where the judg-
_{the objections that we ment on a question of this kind that is represented in the plan is
iy manner the purpose most likely to be differed with by an important element of public
'ﬁ?rmmg the Reservation, opinion. It is for your Board to say whether it is sound. «

I an educational purpose To see the Canadian Fall from the height called, on the drawing,
‘ Porter’s Bluff, visitors approaching in carriages will be obliged, by
/.the arrangement proposed in the plan, to leave them and walk, or
‘be moved in wheel chairs, a distance of thirty paces. - Why should
they be subjected to this inconvenience #

The tollowing statement ls_our answer : i

The view of the vortex of the Fall which makes the locality N
_ especially attractive can only be obtained from a space of ground so i
, ,limited in extent that it does not offer standing room for the num-
1 would be strictly bers who; at times even at present, wish to occupy it. - It is cer- -
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