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MEMORIAL 
ADDRESSED TO 

,THE GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK,
 
AND 

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF CANADA. 

To ALONZO B. CORNELL, Governor of the State of New York: 

The undersigned, citizens of' several states and countries, address 
you by reason of the suggestion lately made by LORD DUFFERIN, that 
the State of New York and the Dominion of Canada should secure 
and hold, for the world's good, the lands adjacent to the Falls of 
Niagara. 

The Falls of Niagara are peculiarly exposed to disastrous injury. 
The heights of snow, the precipitous crags of great mountains, how­
ever they may be disfigured by man, can rarely be applied to uses 
which would destroy their sublimity. But should the islands and 
declivities of the Niagara River be stripped of their natural woods, 
and occupied for manufacturing and business purposes; should even 
the position, size, and form of the constructions which the accommoda­
tion of visitors will call for, continue to be regulated solely by the 
pecuniary interests of numerous iudividual laud-owners, the loss to the 
world will be great and irreparable. The danger may be measured 
by what has already occurred. The river's banks ar~ denuded of the 
noble forest by which they were originally covered, are degraded by 
incongruous and unworthy structures, made, for advertising purposes, 
willfully conspicuous and obtrusive, and the visitor's attention is 
diverted from scenes to the influence of which he would ~Iadly sur­
render himself, by demands for tolls and fees, and the offer of services 
most of which he would prefer to avoid. 

Objects of great natural beauty and grandeur are among the most 
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'Valuable gifts which Providence has bestowed upon our race. 
contemplation of' them elevates and informs the human understandings 
They are instruments of education. They conduce to the order 0' 

society. They address sentiments ;vhich are universal. They draw" 
together men of all races, and thus contribute to the union and the 
peace of nations. 

The suggestion, therefore, that an object" of this class so unparalleled 
as the Falls of Niagara should be placed under the joint guanlianship 
of the two governments whose chief magistrutes we have the honor to 
address, is a proper concern of the civilized world, and we respectfully 
ask that it may, by appropriate methods, be commended to the wise 
consideration of the Legislature of New York. 

, \ ,~, A similar memorial has been addressed to the Governor-General of
 
Canada.
 

W. A. WHEELER, Vice-President of the United States. 
ALEX. RAMSEY, Secretary of War of the United States. 

I 
M. R. WAITE, Chief Justice U. S. Supreme Court.
 
NATHAN CLIFFORD, Associate Justice U. S. Supreme Court.
 
N. H. SWAYNE, Associate Justice U. S. Supreme Court. 
STEPHEN J. FIELD, Associate Justice U. S. Supreme Court. 
JOSEPH P. BRADLJ<JY, Associate Justice U. S. Supreme Court. 
JOHN M. HARLAN, Associate Justice U. S. Supreme Court.~ 

W. STRONG, Associate Justice U. S. Supreme Court. 
k"
f-­ SAM. F. MILLER, Associate Justice U. S. Supreme Court.r, 

, A. A. DORION, Chief Justice Court of Appeals, Canada. 
---~.- S. C. MONK, Judge Queen's Bench. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, U. S. Senate. 
J. G. BLAIN, U. S. Senate.
 
JUSTIN S. MORRILL, U. S. Senate.
 
H. B. ANTHONY, U. S. Senate. 
J. D. CAMERON, U. S. Senate. 
W. B. ALLISON, U. S. Senate.
 
MAT. H. CARPENTER, U. S. Senate.
 
JOHN JAMES INGALLS, U. S. Senate.
 
DAVID D. PORTER, Admiral, U. S. Navy.
 
HOUGHTON.
 
REAY.
 
LOUIS MALLET.
 
JOHN LUBBOCK.
 
J. F. STEPHEN. 
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lIvGlI ALLEN.
 
FluNCIS HINCKS.
 
GEQRGE C. BRODRICK, M. P.
 
M. E. GRA;NT DUFF, M. P. 
R. W. HANBURY, M. P. 
W. R. GREG, M. P.
 
THOMAS CARLYLE.
 
JOHN RUSKIN.
 
F. MAX MULLER, University of Oxford.
 
R JOWETT, University of Oxford.
 
HENRY J. SMITH, University of Oxford.
 
LESLIE STEPHEN.
 
FREDERICK HARRISON.
 
R. WALDO EMERSON.
 
HENRY W. LONGFELLOW.
 
JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL.
 
JOHN G. WHITTIER.
 
JOHN G. PALFREY.
 
FRANCIS PARKMAN.
 
'OLIVER '\\TENDELL HOLMES.
 
ASA GRAY.
 
ALEX. AGASSIZ.
 
CLARENCE KING, Director United States Geological Survey..
 
W. D. HOWELLS.
 
CHARLES ELIOT NORTON.
 
F. J. CHILD. 

JOHN, CARDINAL MCCLOSKEY, Archbishop of New York. 
HORATIO SEYMOUR. 
E. D. MORGAN.
 
THURLOW WEED.
 
JOHN JAY.
 

Goo. W. SCHUYLER.
 
S. B. CHITTENDEN, M. C. 
S. S. COX, M. C. 
W. D. KELLEY, M. C. 
D. G.•JOHNSON, JUdge Superior Court, Canada. 
R. MACKAY, Judge Superior Court, Canada. 

IIIIF.	 W. TORRENCE, Judge Superior Court, Canada. 
WM. B. MONTREAL, Lord Bishop. 
S.	 RIVARD, Mayor of Montreal.
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S. S. HUNTINGDOY, M. P. 
M. H. GAULT, M. P.
 
THOMAS W. RITCHIE, M. P.
 
J. W. DAWSON, Principal McGill College, Montreal.
 
P. A. PETERSEN, Chief Engineer, Government of Quebec.
 
CHARLES W. ELIOT, President Harvard University.
 
BENJ. H. PADDOCK, Bishop of Massachusetts.
 
CliARLES FRANCIs ADAMS.
 
MARTIN BRIMMER.
 
PHILLIPS BROOKS.
 
THOMAS M. CI,ARK, Bishop of Rhode Island.
 
JAMES MCCOSH, President College of New Jersey.
 
CHARLES B. ANDREWS, Governor of Connecticut.
 
NOAH PORTER, President Yale College.
 
J. WILLIAMS, Bishop of Connecticut.
 
NATT. HEAD, Governor of New Hampshire.
 
A. B. THOMPSON, Secretary of State of New Hampshire. 
'VILLIAM WOODRUFF NILES, Bishop of New Hampshire. 
J. E. SARGENT. 
HENRY A. Corr, D.D., Rector St. Paul's School. 
EDWARD COOPER, Mayor of Ncw Y0I'k. 
F. A. P. BARNARD, President Columbia College.
 
HOWARD CROSBY, Presideut Uuiversity of New York.
 
ALEX. S. WEBB, President College of the City of New York.
 
D. HUNTINGTOX, President National Academy of DeSign.
 
CYRUS W. FIELD.
 
HENRY W. BELLOWS.
t PARKE GODWIN.
 

r	 MORGAN DIX. 
CHAI~LES A. DANA. 
SAMUEL OSGOOD. 
\VM. HENRY HURLcr;T. 
JAMES M. BROWN. 
HOWARD POTTl<:R. 
JOHN CROSBY BnOWN. 
FREDERIC E. CHURCH, N. A. 
WHITELAW REID. 
SANFORD R. GIFFORD, N. A. 
'V. WHITTIIDGE, x. A. 
JOlIN A. CISCO. 

J. T.HEOKER.
 
WM. D. KELLEY.
 
HENRY C. POTTER.
 
JOHN LA FARGE..
 
A. BIERSTADT, N. A. 
lImIER D. MARTIN, N. A. 
J. DURAND, N. A. 
RAPHAEL PUMPELLY. 
HENRY G. MARQUAND. 
NATHAN ApPLETON. 
S. P. AVERY.
 
JOHN JAY CISOO.
 
S. P. Dr CESNOLA.
 
THOMAS HICKS, N. A.
 
C. H. MARSHALL.
 
DANL. S. ApPLETON.
 
W. D. MORGAN.
 
ROBT. B. MINTURN.
 
W. E. DODGE, JR.
 
LLOYD ASPINWALL, JR.
 
EDWARD C. POTTER.
 
NEWBOLD LE Roy.
 
CHAS. RUSSI.;LL HONE.
 

JAMES P. LOWREY.
 
GEORGE BELL.
 
THEODORE WESTON.
 
HENRY D. SEDGWICK.
 
F. F. MARBURY.
 
G. N. STOUGHTON.
 
WILLIAM DORSIIEIMER.
 
DAVID DUDLEY FIELD.
 
ROYAL PHELPS.
 
JOHN A. STEWART.
 
E. D. MORGAN, JR.
 
BENJ. B. THURMAN.
 
JOHN T. TERRY.
 
N. C. MEIGS, U. S. A. 
ALBERT J. MYER, U. S. A. 
Q. A. GILMORE, U. S. A.· 
NELSON A. MILES, U. S. A. 



F. W. GOCKELN, President St., John's College, Fordham.
 

LEONARD 'V. JEROME.
 

PAUL FORBES.
 

JOHN H. GOURLIE.
 

•J FO. TRAVERS, JR.
 

EDWIN L. GODKIN.
 

GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, JR.
 

J. J R. CROES. 

J. H. PINCKNEY. 

GEO. E. WARING. 

G. E. HUNTINGTON.' 

S. H. WALES.
 

SINCLAIR TOUSEY.
 

GEO. HAVEN PUTNAM.
 

WM. E. CURTIS.
 

HENRY R. WINTHROP.
 

A. R. MACDONOUGH.
 

CHARLES C. HAIGHT.
 

J. Q. A. WARD, N. A.
 

PH. SCHUYLER.
 

F. O. C. DARLEY.
 

SMITH E. LANE.
 

HENRY E. HOWLAND.
 

CHARLES GRACIE.
 

DOUGLASS CAMPBELL.
 

W. II. BEARD.
 

WM. H. ApPLETON.
 

SAML. D. BABCOCK.
 ~ 

HERMAN R. LE Roy. 

J. H. DRAPER.


"T l\I. B. RICE.
 

S. NICHOLSON KANE. 

F. SHELDON.
 

JOHN L. CADWALADER.
 

•JOHN MACMULLEN.
 

FRANCIS McNEIRNEY, Bishop of Albany.
 

E. O. HAVEN, Chancellor Syracuse University.
 

Wl\I. C. RUSSELL, Atg. President Cornell University.
 
E. DODGE, President Madison University.
 

SAML. G. BROWN, President Hamilton College.
 

WH. CROSWELL DOANE, Bishop of Albany. 

D. M. OSBORNE, Mayor of Auburn.
 

'VM. H. SEWARD.
 

THEO. M. POMEROY•
 

E. T. THROOP MARTIN.
 

JOSIAH LETCHWORTH.
 

R. B. WELCH.
 

CHARLES C. DWIGHT.
 

C. D. MACDOUGALL. 

DENNIS R. ALWARD. 

BYRON C. SMITH•• 

CHAS. HAWLEY. 

A. CLEVELAND COXE, Bishop of Western New York. 

G. W. CLINTON.
 

SHERMAN S. ROGERS.
 

E. C. SPHAGUE. 

WM. F. ROGEHS. 

S. S .•JEWETT. 

PASCAL B. PRATT. 

J. M. RICHMOND. 

E. STORCK.
 

ALBERT B. LANING.
 

ALFRED R. C. SELWYN, Director Geological Survey of Canada.
 
F. ·W. HENSHAW. 

JOSEPH HICKSON. 

ROBT. ESDAILE. 

C. J. SEARGENT. 

PETER REDPATH. 

WALTER SHANty. 

·WOLFENSTON THOMAS. 

GEORGE HAGUE. 

W. J. PATTERSON. 

J. R. GILLISS. 

THOS. DAVIDSON. 

D. L. McDOUGALL• 

S. J. EWING. 

W. A. MERRY. 

THOS. LYMAN. 
'c'~j

JAMES B. M. CHIPMAN. 

G. H. MASSEY. 
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N. J. MCGII..LEVRAY. 

J. PENFOLD.
 

JAMES DAKERS.
 

JOHN H. R. MOLSON.
 

JAMES F. D. BLACK.
 

MAURICE S. BALDWIN.
 

JAMES A. McLEOD.
 

JOHN CRAWFORD.
 

ANDREW ROBERTSON.
 

EDWARD SULLIVAN.
 

O. C. EDWARDS.
 

JOHN :FLETCHER.
 

A. C. DE LOTBINIERE HARWOOD. 

R. W. GRAHAM. 

R. N. GRANT.
 

CHARLES SMITHERS.
 

W. J. BUCHANAN.
 

FRED. NASH.
 

WM. DARLING.
 

HENRY LYMAN.
 

JOHN KENNDEY.
 

RICHARD HOLLAND.
 

J . FAIRBAIRN.
 

DAVID R. MCCoRD.
 

H. A. NELSON. 

J. H. MOONEY.
 

CH. D. PROCTOB.
 

S. ST. ONGE.
 

GUIL. LA MOTHE.
 

JOS. PIERRE LE BEL.
 

A. B. STEWART.
 

J. G. DINNING. •
 

W. W. STUART.
 

JAMES FOLEY.
 

A. MURRAY.
 

PmLIP HOLLAND.
 

JAMES MITCHELL.
 

W. B. COURT.
 

EDW. CHAPIN.
 

J. M. BUCKNELL. 

R. T. RoUTH. 
JNO. F. Ross. 

JOHN TORRANCE. 

GEORGE A. DRUMMOND, and 400 other citizens of Canada and 
the United States. 

2d Mm'ch, 1880. 



~'4'·
 
'9S~~i"':
 

A 

New Difcovery
 
OF A 

Vaft Country in A-M E RIC A) 

I Exi:ending abo", Four Thoufaad Miles,
I BETWEEN· 

j NewFrance and New Mexico. 
WITH A
 

Defcription of the Great LaAes, Calli­

raBs, atiwrs, Plants, and Animals:
 
AU'o. The M4fIIIIn, CtJjlOllU, and L ......es. of the
 

fcyer;l Nann 1••1J4; And the ~\dnMqe of
 
Commerce with thofe differaJt NanOtl8.
 

WI TH A 

CONTINUATION:
 
GIving an Ace 0 U N T of the 

i Attempts of the Sieur Dt k ss L L E uponthe ,. 
Mines of St. Barbe, 8cc. The Taking of.· 
(llltb". bythe Englijll; With the Advantages
cl a.Shorter Cut to Cbintl.and 1aptlll. 

BodlCParts Illuftraeed with ~s and Figurls,' 
~nd Dedicated to His MajeftY K. William. 

By L. Hennepin, now Refldent in Hol/anrJ. 

To which it added. Several New Difi:CTJeriel in 'Nort£;. I . 
. America, not publHh'd in the Frencb Edition. \ 

I 0 NoD o N: Printedfor M. BtJttlel' 1. Tmjm, H. imz~ I IiL 
1fIi<1i, n Go«J'IIJin, and s, Mmrjbip. I. 6 9 8. ! 
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II Large Country in America. 19 
in Winter it is more difficult, becaufe ofthe 
outrageous Winds which aboundthere. From 
thisLakeone maygo by Barks, or bygreater 
Veffels to the foot ofa great Rock that is 
about two Leagues off the Fall of the Ri~ 
Nilll••' which I am now to defcribe. 

C HAP. YD. 

~ D{mption tf the FtJl of the Ri'Vtr N'tagara, 
whi,h is to be {tm bmvixt the LJteOntario 
_ tbM qfEd':. 

BEtwixt the Lake Ontario and Eri~, there 
isa vaftand prodigious Cadence of Wa­

ter which falls down after a furprizing and 
aftonifhing manner, infomuch that the Uni­

~.t.	 YCl'fe does nor afford its ParalleL 'Tis true, 
ItJ, and S.tklanJ boaftoffome fuchThings; 
but we may well fay they arc but forry Pat­
terns, when compard to this of which we 
now fpeak. At the foot of this horrible Pre­
cipice,wemeet with the RiverMag""'",which 
is not abovea quarter of a League broad, c 
but is wonderfully deep in fame places. It ( 

is fo rapid above this Defcene, ~hat it vio­
lently hurriesdown the wild &ails while 
endeavouring to paiS it to feed on the other Ii 
fide, ehey not being able to withftand the 
force of its CWTeIlt, which inevitably ;1"1

cafts them headlong above Six hundred foot .•t 
~high. i,This wonderful Downlal, is compounded 

of cwo great Crofs-ftreams of Water, and 
two 
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J 0 A Nell} Vifcovery of " Lar!!Country ill America. 
more than Four hundred and fifty LeagtJe$) 

dle of it. The Waters which fall fromthis 
two Falls, with an IfleHoping along the mid­

croffing the Lake of llIIT'D1IS, and reaching 
horrible Precipice, do foam and boylaf­ even to the f.arther end of the I.ake IIli1l6U i 
rer the molt hideous manner imaginable, which two Lakes we may eafily fay are little 
making an outrageous Noife, more ter­ Seas offrelh Water.
 
rible than that of Thunder; for when
 Sieur til Itl Salk had a deflgD to lJave built 
the Wind blows out of the South, their dif­ 3 Fort at the mouch of the River Niag'4; 
mal roaring may be heard more than Fifteen and might eafily have compaf?d it, had he 
Leagues off. known how to keep himtelf witlHn bounds. 

The River Ni"K,1I1'1I having thrown it felf and to have confin'd himfelf there for one 
down this incredible Precepice, continues Year. His defJgn was to curb and keep under 
its impetuous courfe for tWO Leagues toge­ the IrO'flfOis, and efpecially the '1]lnmintoua.~ 
ther, to the great Rock above-mendon'd, who are the moil: numerous People,
 
with an inexpreffible rapidity: &t having
 moltgiven to War ofall that Nation.In fine" 
paLt that, its impemofity relents, glidit..ga­ fuch a Fort as this might eafily have inter­
long moregently for other two Leagues, till 1 rupted the Commerce betwixt theie People:

i~fr., 

and the Englijh and Dutcb in Nnu-Tqrk., Their 
Any Bark orEreater Veffel rnay pats from 

it arrive at the Lake Ontario or Frmtt1lltC. 
cuftomis cocarry coNnururi the SkinsofElks, 

the Fort to the foot of this huge Rock above­ Beavers,andfeveral fOm ofBeafts,which they 
. mention'd. This Rock lies rorhe Weftw3cd, hunt and feek after fome z or ; 00 Leagues 
and is CUt off from the Land by the River nom their own home. Now they beingob­
Niagara, about two Leagues farther down ~ig'd to paiS and re~ near eo this mouth of 
than the great Fall ; for which two Leagues the River Njag4ril'" we might cafily ftop 
the People areoblig'd to tranfport theirGoods them by fair means in rime of Peace,
 
over-land; but die way is very good; and
 open force in time of Wat; and rhus ob-
the Trees are but few., chiefly Firrsand . lige them to.tum their Commerce upon Ca. 
Oaks. "au. 

But having remark'd that the IrOfjlMcis were 
is to the Weft of the River, the two Brinks 

From the great fall unto this Rock which 
pufh'd on to flop the execution ofthis Defigo, 

at it are fo prodigious high, that it would flot fo much by the EngJilb and Dlttch,asby 
make one tremble to look fteadily upon the the Inhabitants of Cil1IlIJ,4, who for a great 
Water, rolling along with a rapidity not to part endeavour'd by all meaDS to uaverfe chis 
be imagin'd. Were it not for this vail Ca­ our Difcovery· they contented 

; . to build a Ho[Je at the mouth of the River Itarael, which interrupts Navigation, they 
might fail with Barks or greater Ve1fels, to the Eaftward~ where the Place 

more 

J, 

and rM 

or by 

themfelves 

wa natU­
rally 
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32,. .A NtfI1 Di[col1tr1 of 
rally fottifi~d. To one fIde of this Hoafe 
there is a very good Haven, where Ships 
may fafely ride j nay, by help of a Cap­
ftane, they may eafily be hall'd upon Land. 
BefKles, at this Place they take an infinite 
quanri9' of white Fifh, Sturgeons, and all 
other forts of Fifhes, which are incomparably
good and fweet:; infomuch that in the ~ 
per Seafon of Fifhing J they might fumiJh 
the grear:efi: City in &rope with plenty m 
Filh. 

C HAP. VIIL 

A Dt[Q'ipliqg tf dJI LJu :Eri~. 

T He Jro,pMns give to this Lake the Name 
of Ni, T'ioc.tZI'tJIJt~, which exrends
 

it felf from Eaftto Weft perhap6' a hundred
 
and forty Leagues in length. But no E4­


rDptml has ev-er been over it all; only 1 and
 
thofe who accompanyJd me in this Dlfco­

very,.have view'd the greater part of it, with a
 ., IVeffeJ of Sixty TunbUrden, which we caus'd 
tobemade on purpofe, about twO Leagues 
above the fore-mention~d Fall of NillglR'iI, as 
I lhall have occafton to obferve more largely I 
hereafter. I 

This Lake Errit, orTejocbartmtiBrlf, enclofes 
on its Southern Bank a Traa of Land as 
large as the K.ingdom of Frilll«. It divides 
it felf at a certain place into two Cbannels, 
becaufe of a great Ifland endosd betwixt 
them : Thus gmtinuinglts. counefor four.. 

, teeD 
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MESSAGE 

OJ!' 

GOVERNOR LUCIUS ROBINSON. 

JANUARY 9, 1879. 

NIAGARA FALLS. 

The civil jurisdiction over the Falls of Niagara, as well as the shores 
and waters of the Niagara river, is divided between this State and the 
Province of Ontario, in Canada. But, in one sense, the sublime exhibi­
tion of natural power there witnessed is the property of the whole world. 
It is visited by tourists from all quarters of the globe, and it would seem 
to be incumbent upon both governments to protect such travelers from 
improper annoyance on either side. It is, however, well known, and a 
matter of universal complaint, that the most favorable points of observa­
tion around the falls are appropriated for purposes of private profit, 
while the shores swarm with sharpers, hucksters and peddlers, who per­
petually harass all visitors. In the course of the .last summer, in a cas­
ual meeting and conversation with Lord Dufferin, then Governor-General 
of Canada, he suggested the propriety of some steps on the part of the 
State of New York and the province of Ontario to remedy these abuses 
which he had seen and deeply regretted. His proposition was that a 
sort of international park should be established, enclosing a suitable 
space on each side of the river from which all the annoyances and vex­
ations referred to should be excluded. Contemplating no attempt at 
landscape ornamenting in the vain hope of adding anything to the nat­
ural attractions of the falls, he thought that each government might 
obtain control of a sufficient area to be kept sacred to the free use of 
those who coming there from all parts of the world, desire to view the '::'6 

grand scenery without molestation. He believed that all this could be 
accomplished at small expense, each government of course retaining

r 
jurisdiction of its own portion of such park, but wit.h a mutual under­
standing as to the general regulations to be enforced on either side. 
Subsequently the Governor-General called the attention of the govern­

Ij 
ment of Ontario to the same matter, and recommended co-operation 

"'-. 
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<,•• ith the State of New York in accomplishing the purpose in view. The 
i(propercourse, if such a plan were deemed advisable would, undoubtedly 
i;: be the appointment of commissions by both governments, to confer 
;;' together as to its details. Should such a commission be appointed by 

the authorities of Ontario, I recommend that you provide for the appoint­
ment of a similar one to consider the subject. There can be no doubt 
that many persons abstain from visiting the falls in consequence of the 
annoyances referred to, nor can there be any reasonable doubt that the 
removal of these objections would largely increase the number of visit­
ors annually. 


