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KIKYO
(KEE-kyoh)

Kikyo, or Japanese bellflower, is the botanical theme of the 2007 Japanese Festival. With its
vivid purple flowers that come into bloom at the end of summer, the bellflower isintimately
associated with the autumn season in Japanese culture.

The bellflower (Platycodon grandiflora) is also known as the Chinese bellflower or balloon
flower. Its balloon-like buds bloom into five petalsin an octagonal arrangement, resembling
something like astar. Initsorigina form and in abstract renderings, kikyo is often used to
represent the interconnected rel ationshi ps between the five el ements of wood, earth, fire, water
and air.

Kikyo is considered one of Japan’s “five flowers of autumn.” It is mentioned in numerous haiku
devoted to the season. Japanese geisha adorn their hairstyles with hana kanzashi, or flowered
hair ornaments, as dictated by the season; in the month of September, these traditionally include

kikyo.
In modern times, Kikyo has also become a popular name for several charactersin Japanese

anime, or popular children’s cartoons. The word Kikyo, written with different characters but
pronounced the same way, can mean “eccentric,” “odd,” or “whimsical.”
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