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EXPLORE CHINESE PLANTS ‘IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF AUGUSTI NE HENRY’  

WITH IRISH EXPERT AND AUTHOR SEAMUS O’BRIEN 
 
WHAT : “In the Footsteps of Augustine Henry,” presentation and book signing by Seamus O’Brien, 
curator, Kilmacurragh Arboretum – National Botanic Gardens in Ireland 
WHEN : Friday, July 1 from 11 a.m. to noon 
WHERE : Shoenberg Theater, Missouri Botanical Garden, 4344 Shaw Blvd. in south St. Louis 
COST: FREE 
INFO : www.mobot.org; (314) 577-5100, 1-800-642-8842 toll free 

 
(ST. LOUIS): Journey to far off lands “In the Footsteps of Augustine Henry” with plant 

hunter and author Seamus O’Brien, curator of the Kilmacurragh Arboretum – National Botanic 

Gardens in Ireland. O’Brien is Ireland’s leading expert on plants in the temperate regions of China. In 

his book, “In the Footsteps of Augustine Henry,” O’Brien chronicles the life and travels of the famed 

Irish plantsman Henry, who O’Brien has emulated through his own extensive expeditions in the 

pursuit of plants. The presentation and book signing is Friday, July 1 from 11 a.m. to noon in the 

Shoenberg Theater at the Missouri Botanical Garden, 4344 Shaw Blvd. The event is free and open to 

the public. 

Augustine Henry (1857 – 1930) was a renowned plant hunter who played a critical role in the 

research and discovery of Chinese flora. His pioneering efforts and accounts of the destruction of 

Chinese forests prompted many future plant hunters to follow in his footsteps and explore the 

country’s natural vegetation. 

Seamus O’Brien’s book, “In the Footsteps of Augustine Henry,” tells the life story of the 

historic plant explorer. O’Brien also documents the expeditions abroad by a team of botanists and  
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ADD ONE: Seamus O’Brien 

horticulturists (including himself) in the 1990s, essentially recreating Henry’s travels and following 

in his path. 

Plant hunter O’Brien is has travelled to China, New Zealand, Australia, Nepal, Chile and 

other countries, all in the pursuit of plants. He is the curator and manger of Kilmacurragh Botanic 

Gardens, an 18th century country estate belonging to the National Botanic Gardens in Dublin. He is a 

regular contributor to Irish Garden magazine and other publications, and has won several awards in 

recognition of his expertise.  

The Missouri Botanical Garden is located at 4344 Shaw Blvd. in south St. Louis, accessible 

from Interstate 44 at the Vandeventer exit and from Interstate 64 at the Kingshighway North & South 

exit. Free parking is available on-site and two blocks west at the corner of Shaw and Vandeventer. 

For general information, visit www.mobot.org or call (314) 577-5100 (toll-free, 

1-800-642-8842).  

Members get more! More than 37,000 households in the St. Louis region hold memberships 

to the Missouri Botanical Garden. Memberships begin at $65 ($60 for seniors) and offer 12 months of 

free admission for two adults and all children, plus exclusive invitations and discounts. Members help 

support the Garden’s operations and world-changing work in plant science and conservation. Learn 

more at www.mobot.org/membership. 

# # # 
 

NOTE: Download media materials at www.mobot.org/press.  
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden’s mission is “to discover and share knowledge about plants and their environment in 
order to preserve and enrich life.” Today, 152 years after opening, the Missouri Botanical Garden is a National Historic 
Landmark and a center for science, conservation, education and horticultural display.  
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden is located at 4344 Shaw Blvd. in St. Louis, just south of I-44 at Vandeventer-
Kingshighway (exit #287B). Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day except Dec. 25. Grounds open at 7 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays (exception: special admission rate events). Admission is $8; free children ages 12 and under and 
Garden members. St. Louis City and County residents are $4 and free Wednesdays and Saturdays until noon 
(exception: special admission rate events - third weekend of May, Labor Day weekend and first weekend of 
October). Park for free on site and two blocks west at the Shaw-Vandeventer intersection. The Garden is easily 
accessible by taking the MetroLink commuter rail line to the Central West End station and picking up a Metro 
bus (www.metrostlouis.org). For general information, log on to www.mobot.org or call the 24-hour recording at 
(314) 577-5100 or 1-800-642-8842. For membership information, visit www.mobot.org/membership call (314) 577-
5118 during weekday business hours. For volunteer opportunities, visit www.mobot.org/volunteer or call 
(314) 577-5187. The Missouri Botanical Garden is a tobacco-free environment.  
 

 


