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MISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN CELEBRATES NATIONAL ARBOR  DAY 

WITH A ‘TREEMENDOUS’ WEEKEND FOREST FESTIVAL 
 
WHAT : TREEmendous Forest Festival 
WHEN : Saturday and Sunday, Apr. 30 and May 1 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
WHERE : Missouri Botanical Garden, 4344 Shaw Blvd., south St. Louis  
COST: $8 adults; $4 St. Louis City/County residents. Free children ages 12 and under.  
Fees vary for some classes and the “Canopy Climb” activity. 
SPONSORS: Forest Festival weekend presented by Macy’s. TREEmendous sponsorship by Ameren 
Missouri, Gamma Tree Experts, Macy’s and Novus International.  
INFO : www.mobot.org/treemendous; (314) 577-5100, 1-800-642-8842 toll free 

 
(ST. LOUIS):  The Missouri Botanical Garden is the place to celebrate National Arbor Day! 

Enjoy a host of tree-riffic tours, demonstrations, live music and hands-on family activities during the 

TREEmendous Forest Festival weekend, Saturday and Sunday, Apr. 30 and May 1 from 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m. The event kicks off the Extreme Tree Houses exhibition and is part of the Garden’s TREEmendous 

year of activities in recognition of the United Nations (U.N.) International Year of Forests. For more 

information, visit www.mobot.org/treemendous.  

Take your passion to new heights and discover the Garden’s majestic trees like never before with 

the “Canopy Climb” tree-climbing experience. Facilitated by certified tree-climbing specialists, ascend 

into the canopy of a tree using a rope system and your own strength. Hang out in the air for 10 to 15 

minutes, getting a memorable “tree’s-eye view” of the Garden. The entire experience, which includes a 

brief tree-climbing introduction and safety lesson, gear fitting and instruction, ascent, canopy exploration 

and descent, lasts approximately 30 minutes and costs $30 per person ($25 for Garden members). Canopy 

Climb sessions are offered throughout each day from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The experience is first-come, 

first-served and open to adults and children ages 8 and over. 

 

(over) 



ADD ONE: Forest Festival 

Watch professionals from the Midwest International Society of Arboriculture showcase their 

expert climbing skills and techniques in arborist tree-climbing demonstrations. Witness first-hand how 

these men and women do their job with purpose and passion as they safely and skillfully maneuver in a 

tree while performing work-related tree care tasks, rescue climbs and other skills in a timely manner – the 

same techniques that are judged in professional arborist competitions. Demos are Saturday at 10 a.m., 

11:30 a.m., 1:30 and 3 p.m. and again on Sunday at 11:30 a.m., 1:30 and 3 p.m. 

Stop by the Cohen Amphitheater from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to observe chainsaw artist Joe Bathon of 

Woodstock Chainsaw Carvings recycle scrap wood into artistically-crafted characters and decorative 

objects. Other demos include a violin maker, a wood turner and a showcase of designs from Newberry 

Furniture. 

Explore the Garden’s historic, State Champion and other significant trees with docent-led 

TREEmendous tree tours offered on the hour from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Uncover the mystery and mayhem surrounding “Wicked Trees” with a one-of-a-kind 

presentation by New York Times bestselling author Amy Stewart on Saturday at 11 a.m. Learn how 

science could help save the American chestnut tree (Castanea dentate) with an illustrated presentation 

by Dr. William Powell, director of the Council on Biotechnology in Forestry and co-director of The 

American Chestnut Research and Restoration Program on Saturday at 2:30 p.m. Enjoy a presentation by 

“The Busy Tree” children’s author Jennifer Ward at 11 a.m. on Sunday. Delve into “Missouri Forest 

101” with Forestry District Supervisor Gus Raeker on Saturday at 9:30 a.m. and Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 

Listen to the Augusta Bottoms Consort perform their blend of acoustic folk music live from 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day. Watch as southern Illinois artist Mel Watkin  works with graphite and acrylic 

on site in the Ridgway Visitor Center to complete a tree specially created for the Forest Festival.  

Participate in several family-friendly activities together. Listen to tree tales from popular 

children’s storybooks on Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon and Sunday from 1 to 3 p.m. From 2:30 to 

4:30 p.m., pick up a “Trees, Trees, Trees” Family Backpack equipped with hands-on activities 

designed for children to complete with a grown-up as they explore the Garden grounds – learn how to 

measure the height of a tree, what tree cookies are and about the products made from trees. Join Great 

Green Adventures: Getting to Know Trees at 1 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday to explore the Garden’s 

trees and make an identification book of leaf rubbings. Great Green Adventures is designed for children 

ages 6 to 12 with an adult and costs $3 per child (free for Garden members). Explore TREEmendous 

insects and trees from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days with educators from the Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly 

House. Enjoy Decorating with Nature crafts on Sunday from 1 to 3 p.m. 

(more) 

ADD TWO: Forest Festival 



Register for several educational classes and activities held during the Forest Festival. Adults can 

learn about the Historic and Important Trees of the Garden with master gardener Alan Stentz on Saturday  

at 10 a.m. Little Sprouts ages 3 to 6 with an adult can take part in Totally Trees also on Saturday at 

10 a.m., and Webelo Cub Scouts can earn their Forester badge with a class on Saturday at 1 p.m. Fees 

vary for each session and advance registration is required; visit www.mobot.org/classes to reserve your 

spot. 

 Visit with exhibitors from the Missouri Department of Conservation, World Bird Sanctuary, 

Plants of Merit® program, Deer Creek Watershed Alliance, Forest Park and the Saint Louis Zoo. Stop by 

the outdoor Food Court to munch on foods grown on trees, including apples, chocolates and more, or 

enjoy lunch indoors or outside on the terrace at the Sassafras cafe.  

The TREEmendous Forest Festival weekend is presented by Macy’s. 

The TREEmendous Extreme Tree Houses exhibit debuts during Forest Festival weekend. The 

Garden invites visitors to branch out from the ordinary notion of tree houses with an original exhibition of 

nine TREEmendous Extreme Tree Houses. View the winning works of a juried competition to construct 

imaginative, non-traditional, ground-level structures beneath the canopy of the Garden’s oak, elm, ginkgo 

and other stately trees. The Extreme Tree Houses are on outdoor display Saturday, Apr. 30 through 

Sunday, Aug. 21 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 

Explore a forest of fun in the TREEmendous Interactive Discovery Center. Learn about the 

extraordinary trees among us, discover the many roles trees and forests play in our lives and get inspired 

to take action. Immerse yourself in the world of trees in ways that spark smiles, ignite curiosity and 

increase your tree I.Q. The Interactive Discovery Center is open inside the Brookings Interpretive Center 

(adjacent to the Climatron®) from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. all year, beginning April 1. 

The Great St. Louis Tree Hunt takes the celebration of trees out into the community to increase 

awareness and get people of all ages exploring the great outdoors. Participants are challenged to find at 

least 15 of 30 marked TREEmendous Trees throughout the metro region (including Missouri and Illinois). 

To learn more and download an area guide, clue map and photo journal, visit 

www.mobot.org/treemendous. The Great St. Louis Tree Hunt is presented by Gamma Tree Experts. 

The 2011 TREEmendous year of activities is sponsored by Ameren Missouri and Novus 

International.  

Admission to the Missouri Botanical Garden is $8; St. Louis City and County residents enjoy 

discounted admission of $4 and free admission on Saturday morning until noon. Children ages 12 and 

under and Garden members are free.  
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ADD THREE: Forest Festival 



The Missouri Botanical Garden is located at 4344 Shaw Blvd. in south St. Louis, accessible from 

Interstate 44 at the Vandeventer exit and from Interstate 64 at the Kingshighway North & South exit. Free 

parking is available on-site and two blocks west at the corner of Shaw and Vandeventer. 

For general information, visit www.mobot.org or call (314) 577-5100 (toll-free, 1-800-642-8842).  

# # # 
 

FOREST FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
 
Saturday, Apr. 30 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – TREEmendous Extreme Tree Houses exhibit – Garden grounds 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – TREEmendous Interactive Discovery Center – Brookings Interpretive Center 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Mel Watkin tree art – Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – TREEmendous Insects and Trees children’s crafts – Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Chainsaw artist and other demonstrations – Cohen Amphitheater 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. – Canopy Climb – Walnut grove near Chinese Garden entrance (fee) 
9:30 a.m. – “Missouri Forest 101” presentation by Gus Raeker, Forestry District Supervisor – Shoenberg Theater 
10 a.m. – Arborist tree-climbing demonstration – West of the Children’s Garden 
10 a.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – Little Sprouts: Totally Trees – Missouri Room, Ridgway Visitor Center (fee; register) 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. – Historic and Important Trees of the Garden– Botanical Room, Ridgway Visitor Center (fee; register) 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. – Tree tales storytelling – Garden grounds 
11 a.m. – “Wicked Trees” presentation by Amy Stewart – Shoenberg Theater 
11 a.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Augusta Bottoms Consort live music – Linnean Plaza 
11:30 a.m. – Arborist tree-climbing demonstration – West of the Children’s Garden 
12 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
1 p.m. – Great Green Adventures: Getting to Know Trees – Meet at the Children’s Garden entrance (fee) 
1 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
1 p.m. – Webelo Scouts Forester badge – Beaumont Room, Ridgway Visitor Center (fee; register) 
1:30 p.m. – Arborist tree-climbing demonstration – West of the Children’s Garden 
2 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
2:30 to 4:30 p.m. – Trees, Trees, Trees Family Backpack check-out – Children’s Garden entrance 
2:30 p.m. – American chestnut tree presentation by Dr. William Powell – Shoenberg Theater 
3 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
3 p.m. – Arborist tree-climbing demonstration – West of the Children’s Garden 
 
Sunday, May 1 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – TREEmendous Extreme Tree Houses exhibit – Garden grounds 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – TREEmendous Interactive Discovery Center – Brookings Interpretive Center 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Mel Watkin tree art – Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – TREEmendous Insects and Trees children’s crafts – Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Chainsaw artist and other demonstrations – Cohen Amphitheater 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. – Canopy Climb – Walnut grove near Chinese Garden entrance (fee) 
10 a.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
11 a.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
11 a.m. – “The Busy Tree” presentation by Jennifer Ward – Shoenberg Theater 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Augusta Bottoms Consort live music – Linnean Plaza 
11:30 a.m. – Arborist tree-climbing demonstration – West of the Children’s Garden 
12 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
1 p.m. – Great Green Adventures: Getting to Know Trees – Meet at the Children’s Garden entrance (fee) 
1 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
1 to 3 p.m. – Tree tales storytelling – Garden grounds 
1 to 3 p.m. – Decorating with Nature crafts – Outside Children’s Garden entrance 
1:30 p.m. – Arborist tree-climbing demonstration – West of the Children’s Garden 
1:30 p.m. – “Missouri Forest 101” presentation by Gus Raeker, Forestry District Supervisor – Shoenberg Theater 
2 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 



2:30 to 4:30 p.m. – Trees, Trees, Trees Family Backpack check-out – Children’s Garden entrance 
3 p.m. – TREEmendous guided tree tour – Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center, upper level 
3 p.m. – Arborist tree-climbing demonstration – West of the Children’s Garden 

 
NOTE: Digital images available by request. Download media materials at 
www.mobot.org/press.  
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden’s mission is “to discover and share knowledge about plants and their environment in 
order to preserve and enrich life.” Today, 152 years after opening, the Missouri Botanical Garden is a National Historic 
Landmark and a center for science, conservation, education and horticultural display.  
 
 

 


