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ENTER THE WORLD OF ‘WICKED TREES’ AT THE MISSOURI B OTANICAL GARDEN 
WITH BESTSELLING AUTHOR AMY STEWART 

Talk and Book Signing Set for Saturday, Apr. 30 at 11 a.m. 
 
WHAT : “Wicked Trees: The Dark Side of the Arboreal World,” talk and book signing by bestselling 
author Amy Stewart  
WHEN : Saturday, Apr. 30 at 11 a.m.  
WHERE : Missouri Botanical Garden, 4344 Shaw Blvd., south St. Louis  
COST: $8 adults; St. Louis City/County residents, $4 adults and free Saturday before noon. 
Free children ages 12 and under and Garden members. 
INFO : www.mobot.org; (314) 577-5100, 1-800-642-8842 toll free 

 
(ST. LOUIS):  Join New York Times bestselling author Amy Stewart for a darkly comical 

look at the sinister side of our relationship with the plant and bug world. Stewart will mix history, 

science, murder and intrigue as she presents “Wicked Trees: The Dark Side of the Arboreal 

World,”  on Saturday, Apr. 30 at 11 a.m. at the Missouri Botanical Garden. A book signing will 

follow. The event is included with Garden admission. 

Stewart has authored five books on the perils and pleasures of the natural world, including 

two New York Times bestsellers, “Wicked Plants: The Weed that Killed Lincoln’s Mother and Other 

Botanical Atrocities” and “Flower Confidential.” She is a recipient of the American Horticultural 

Society’s 2010 Book Award. “Wicked Bugs: The Louse That Conquered Napoleon’s Army and 

Other Diabolical Insects,” her much anticipated tome of insect enemies, will be released this May. 

To kick off the Garden’s TREEmendous Forest Festival weekend of activities, Stewart’s one-

of-a-kind lecture and slide show will weave together the strangest and most exciting tree tales from 

her “Wicked Plants” and Wicked Bugs” books. Meet the world’s most painful tree, the giant stinging  

(over) 



ADD ONE: Wicked Bugs 

tree in Australia, and an acacia tree that harbors a colony of warrior ants. Explore the tree world’s 

deadliest enemies, from bark beetles to fruit flies to the lowly earthworm, whose impact on forests 

may surprise you.   

“Wicked Trees,”  will be held on Saturday, Apr. 30 at 11 a.m. in the Shoenberg Theater of 

the Missouri Botanical Garden. A book signing will immediately follow. Copies of Stewart’s books 

will be available for purchase inside the Garden Gate Shop. 

The event is included with Garden admission of $8 for adults; St. Louis City and County 

residents enjoy free admission on Saturday before noon, and are $4 thereafter. Garden members and 

children ages 12 and under are free. 

The Missouri Botanical Garden is located at 4344 Shaw Blvd. in south St. Louis, accessible 

from Interstate 44 at the Vandeventer exit and from Interstate 64 at the Kingshighway North & South 

exit. Free parking is available on-site and two blocks west at the corner of Shaw and Vandeventer. 

For general Missouri Botanical Garden information, visit www.mobot.org or call (314) 577-

5100. For more information on author Amy Stewart, visit www.amystewart.com. 
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NOTE: Digital images available at http://www.amystewart.com/images.html. Download media 
materials at www.mobot.org/press. 
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden’s mission is “to discover and share knowledge about plants and their environment in 
order to preserve and enrich life.” Today, 152 years after opening, the Missouri Botanical Garden is a National Historic 
Landmark and a center for science, conservation, education and horticultural display.  
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden is located at 4344 Shaw Blvd. in St. Louis, just south of I-44 at Vandeventer-
Kingshighway (exit #287B). Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day except Dec. 25. Grounds open at 7 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays (exception: special admission rate events). Admission is $8; free children ages 12 and under and 
Garden members. St. Louis City and County residents are $4 and free Wednesdays and Saturdays until noon 
(exception: special admission rate events - third weekend of May, Labor Day weekend and first weekend of 
October). Park for free on site and two blocks west at the Shaw-Vandeventer intersection. The Garden is easily 
accessible by taking the MetroLink commuter rail line to the Central West End station and picking up a Metro 
bus (www.metrostlouis.org). For general information, log on to www.mobot.org or call the 24-hour recording at 
(314) 577-5100 or 1-800-642-8842. For membership information, visit www.mobot.org/membership call (314) 577-
5118 during weekday business hours. For volunteer opportunities, visit www.mobot.org/volunteer or call 
(314) 577-5187. The Missouri Botanical Garden is a tobacco-free environment.  
 
 


