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REVEALING DOUBLE LECTURE EXPLORES THE SHROUD OF TURIN 
 

WHAT: Double lecture, “Botany of the Shroud of Turin,” by Dr. Avinoam Danin, and  
“The Shroud of Turin: The Holographic Experience,” by Dr. Petrus Soons 

WHEN: Monday, Aug. 18 at 5:30 p.m.  
WHERE: Shoenberg Theater, Missouri Botanical Garden, 4344 Shaw Blvd. in south St. Louis   
COST: Free 
INFO:  General Garden info, www.mobot.org or (314) 577-9400  

 
(ST. LOUIS):  The Shroud of Turin, believed to be the traditional burial cloth of Jesus of 

Nazareth, has been on public display only a handful of times in the past century, yet it is one of the 

most studied and researched artifacts in the world. Dr. Avinoam Danin, Emeritus Professor of Botany 

at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, has spent decades examining images of plant remains he 

discovered on the shroud; collectively, these indicate a geographic origin of the burial in the vicinity 

of Jerusalem during the months of March or April. Recently, he located about 300 additional flowers 

and parts of plants on the cloth, providing additional evidence about its provenance. Dr. Petrus Soons, 

retired M.D., has used digitized photos of the linen cloth to create another device for study: three-

dimensional holograms. Discover what their research has revealed about the botany of the shroud 

during a double lecture on Monday, Aug. 18 at 5:30 p.m. at the Missouri Botanical Garden. The 

event is free. 

The “Botany of the Shroud of Turin” will be presented by Dr. Avinoam Danin, who is co-

author of the Flora of the Shroud of Turin. Of the plant images he originally uncovered on the 

shroud, the presence of three plant species were used as geographic indicators to show the origin of 

the garment as the Holy land between Jerusalem and Hebron. Eight of the species were used by  
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Danin to determine that the placing of these plants on the deceased person’s body took place in the 

months of March or April.  

Using photographs of the shroud taken by Vernon Miller in 1978, Danin recently discovered 

over 300 additional flowers and plant parts on the head area of the cloth. The size and morphology of 

the flowering heads closely resemble those of Matricaria and Anthemis, two genera in the sunflower 

family. The stalks and stems of the flowers have been removed, and the flowers appear in an orderly 

arrangement, suggesting their intentional placement on the body that was covered by the garment. 

More recent research has uncovered what appear to be four flowering heads from the Carduus genus 

of thistles, and three spines from the deciduous shrub Rhamnus lycioides; possible evidence of the 

Biblical “crown of thorns.” 

“The Shroud of Turin: The Holographic Experience” will be presented by Dr. Petrus Soons, 

whose work involves the digitization of shroud photographs taken in 1931. Soons enhanced the 

original photos to improve details, and then translated the enhanced grayscale images into depth data. 

The result was a sequence of nearly 625 images for each photo, which computer expert Bernardo 

Galmarini combined using a Holoprinter to produce three-dimensional (3-D) holographic images of 

the shroud. This unprecedented new view of the artifact yielded the discovery of previously unseen 

details, confirmation of many previous findings, and a few surprises.  

“The production of the first 3-D photographs greatly benefited both Dr. Soons’ and my 

ongoing study of the shroud,” said Danin.   

“These studies represent an impressive case of the application of botanical information to the 

interpretation of a venerated historical object,” said Garden President Dr. Peter Raven. “They offer 

telling information about where and when it was used.” 

The double lecture will be held in the Shoenberg Theater, lower level of the visitors’ center at 

the Missouri Botanical Garden, 4344 Shaw Blvd. Admission to the event is free and open to the 

public. For general information, visit www.mobot.org or call the recorded line at (314) 577-9400.   

Since 1983, the Vatican has owned the Shroud of Turin, which is kept in Turin’s Roman 

Catholic cathedral in Italy. Pope Benedict XVI recently announced that the shroud will go on public 

display in 2010.    

# # # 
 

NOTE: Check the online Media Room for downloadable news releases at 
www.mobot.org/press.  
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden’s mission is “to discover and share knowledge about plants and their environment, in 
order to preserve and enrich life.” Today, 149 years after opening, the Missouri Botanical Garden is a National Historic 
Landmark and a center for science, conservation, education and horticultural display. 


