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PETER RAVEN WINS BBVA FOUNDATION AWARD FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY 

 

(ST. LOUIS): Peter H. Raven, president of the Missouri Botanical Garden, will receive the 

Award for Scientific Research in Ecology and Conservation Biology, a 500,000 euros prize, from the 

BBVA Foundation Awards for Biodiversity Conservation. Raven is a co-recipient with Harold 

Mooney, professor of Environmental Biology at Stanford University. 

The BBVA Foundation Awards – whose global prize money of over one million euros is the 

highest of its kind internationally – recognize and support the work of the scientific community, 

organizations and professionals devoted to biodiversity conservation. The awards exemplify the 

foundation’s commitment to sustainable development and improved quality of life. They will be 

presented in Madrid.  

The BBVA Foundation’s international jury grants the Award for Scientific Research in 

Ecology and Conservation Biology to scientists in any country who have significantly advanced the 

boundaries of knowledge in this field. Raven and Mooney were recognized for “their outstanding 

contributions to understanding the evolutionary and co-evolutionary processes that shape the 

adaptations of plants, the communities they form, and the diversity and biogeography of those 

communities, and how plants contribute to ecosystem function. Both lead the world in their 

understanding of, and raising concerns about, the loss of plant diversity through habitat destruction 

and invasive species, and in seeking ways to prevent biodiversity loss.” 

The contributions of these two eminent scientists have been vital to the shift in perspective 

that has taken place in conservation biology research, away from a species-centered approach to one 

based on ecosystems and the services they provide to humanity.  
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The jury also singled out their joint contribution to improving knowledge and awareness 

regarding loss of biodiversity due to habitat destruction and the action of invasive species, along with 

their invaluable work in the search for strategies to halt this loss. 

Raven is an eminent plant scientist and evolutionary biologist. The Missouri Botanical Garden 

is one of the world’s leading centers for botanical research and training. Raven is the author of key 

contributions to the biological sciences field; among them the co-evolution concept which he 

formulated on the basis of his studies into butterflies and the plants they feed on. He has authored 

over 450 articles in scientific journals and is editor or co-editor of 18 books, some of which have 

become basic textbooks in plant biology and environmental science. He has been cited in scientific 

papers on more than 5,000 occasions. 
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NOTE: A digital color image of Dr. Peter Raven is available in the online Media Room at 
www.mobot.org/press.  
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden’s mission is “to discover and share knowledge about plants and their 
environment, in order to preserve and enrich life.” Today, 149 years after opening, the Missouri 
Botanical Garden is a National Historic Landmark and a center for science, conservation, education 
and horticultural display. 
 
 


