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BUCKMINSTER FULLER POSTAGE STAMP TO BE DEDICATED AT THE CLIMATRON 

 
WHAT: Buckminster Fuller Postage Stamp Dedication Ceremony 
WHEN: 11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 14, 2004 
WHERE: Outside the Climatron conservatory, Missouri Botanical Garden,  
  4344 Shaw Blvd. in St. Louis  
COST: Included with Garden admission or membership ($7 adults, $5 seniors; St. Louis City  

and County residents FREE before noon on Wednesdays) 
 

(ST. LOUIS):  A new postage stamp honoring inventor-philosopher R. Buckminster Fuller, 

and commemorating the 50th anniversary of his patent for the geodesic dome, will be dedicated on 

Wednesday morning, July 14 outside the Missouri Botanical Garden’s famous dome conservatory, 

the Climatron®.  The stamp dedication ceremony will begin at 11 a.m. by the reflecting pools in front 

of the Climatron.  Participants will include Dr. Peter Raven, director of the Garden; and Danita 

Aquiningoc, U.S. Postal Service Gateway District manager. Erin Bode will sign the national anthem. 

Limited edition envelopes (known as cachets to collectors) and a special cancellation 

featuring the Climatron will be sold at the Garden Gate Shop from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  New self-

guided tour maps of the Climatron will be available for visitors.   

The Climatron opened on Oct. 1, 1960 as the first dome to be used as a greenhouse.  Fuller  
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ADD ONE:  Stamp Dedication  

called it “the finest application of my theory I’ve ever seen.”  St. Louis commercial architects  

Murphy and Mackey incorporated Fuller’s principles into the design of the 70-foot tall spherical 

structure.  Its network of aluminum and glass triangles require no interior support from floor to  

ceiling, allowing maximum light and space for the tropical rain forest plants inside.  The term 

“Climatron” was coined to emphasize the warm, humid greenhouse’s climate-control technology.  

In 1976 a Bicentennial Commission named it one of the most significant achievements in  

American architectural history.  The building won the 1961 Reynolds Award for architectural 

excellence in a structure using aluminum.   

The event is open to the public and included with Garden admission or membership.  St. 

Louis City and County residents are admitted free on Wednesdays before noon.  General admission 

for non-residents is $7 adults, $5 seniors and free for all children age 12 and under. 

# # # 
 
NOTE:  Digital images of the new stamp and the Climatron are available upon request.  
 

The Missouri Botanical Garden’s mission is “to discover and share knowledge about plants 
and their environment, in order to preserve and enrich life.”  Today, 145 years after opening, the 
Missouri Botanical Garden is a National Historic Landmark and a center for research, education and 
horticultural display.  
 
The Missouri Botanical Garden is located at 4344 Shaw Blvd. in St. Louis, just off I-44 and 
Vandeventer.  Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day (except Christmas).  Extended summer hours on 
Wednesday evenings from Memorial Day to Labor Day in 2004.  Grounds open early at 7 a.m. each 
Wednesday and Saturday.  Admission is $7, ages 13 to 64; $5 seniors 65 and over; free for members and 
children 12 and under.  St. Louis City and County residents pay discounted admission of $3 for ages 13 
to 64; $1.50 seniors 65 and over.  Admission is free for St. Louis City and County residents on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays until noon throughout the year (exception: special admission rate events).  
Free on-site parking.  The Garden is easily accessible via public transportation by taking the MetroLink 
to the Central West End station and picking up the Garden Express bus on weekdays.  On weekends 
(beginning May 29) from Memorial Day to Labor Day 2004, Metro’s new “Zip2” Garden Express 
service will operate between the Garden and Forest Park attractions.  For information about events, 
hours, directions and more, log on to www.mobot.org or call the 24-hour Garden Line recording at 
(314) 577-9400 or (800) 642-8842.  For membership information, call (314) 577-5118 during weekday 
business hours. 
 
 


