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Throughout 2014, St. Louis will be celebrating its 250th anniversary. In this 
spirit, Missouri Botanical Garden has its sights set on the “what’s next,” 
inviting everyone to participate in its 2014 theme: Planting the Future! Here 
are just a few ways to take part in this nature-inspired year of creating and 
connecting, with an eye toward the next 250 years! 

1. Create and make.
When we make things—really make things with our own two hands—we 
connect materials, ideas, people, and the world around us. Within the pages 
of this catalog, you’ll find opportunities to make everything from clothing, 
totes, meals, and soaps to native plant gardens, backyard kitchens, and 
entire landscapes. 

2. Imagine and play.
With plants and nature as our source of inspiration, the Garden will play host 
to a nationally recognized, hand-made Nature Connects, Art with LEGO® 
Bricks exhibit. Explore larger-than-life plants and animals as they take up 
summer residence in our world-famous Climatron®. Within the Brookings 
Interpretive Center and Doris I. Schnuck Children’s Garden, visitors of all 
ages will be invited to make, create, build, take apart, tinker, and investigate. 
Explore the many drop-in family activities listed in this catalog and come 
play, learn, and grow with us! 

3. Nurture and grow.        
Nature isn’t just a far-away reserve. It’s what’s sprouting in your back yard, 
taking up residence in your street trees, and pollinating your food. Nature in 
cities—otherwise known as urban biodiversity—is all around us, enriching 
our soil, cleaning our air and water, feeding us, and beautifying our world. 
Get involved with BiodiverseCity St. Louis—a Garden-led, community-wide 
initiative to promote, protect, and plan for urban and suburban biodiversity 
(www.BiodiverseCitySTL.org). In this catalog, look for ways to gain new skills 
and help grow a more thriving, biodiverse St. Louis.
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Site codes:  MBG—Missouri Botanical Garden SNR—Shaw Nature Reserve 
BH—Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly House 
CBEC—Commerce Bank Center for Science Education

And you thought you were just signing up for a fun class. 
Whether you visit our family of St. Louis area attractions with family 
and friends, enjoy membership in our organization, take one of our 
classes, or experience a special event, you’re helping save at-risk 
species and protect habitats close to home and around the world. 

On behalf of the Missouri Botanical Garden and 
our one shared planet…thank you. 

To discover and share knowledge about plants and their 
environment in order to preserve and enrich life.
—mission of the Missouri Botanical Garden

Cover photo by Tom Incrocci
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Slow Flowers: The Best of 
What St. Louis Can Grow
Slow Flowers is the name of a 
growing movement encouraging 
the use of local, seasonal, and 
sustainably grown botanicals. 
Eco-conscious consumers are 
curious about where their flowers 
are grown, the horticultural 
methods used, and the distance 
flowers travel to their ultimate 
destination. This panel features 
local growers and florists who 
are committed to the Slow 
Flowers movement including 
Miranda Duschack and Karen 
Davis of Urban Buds: City Flower 
Farm, Vicki Lander of Flower Hill 
Farm, and Jessica Douglass of 
Flowers and Weeds enchanting 
you with tales of stunning local 
flowers! 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Jessica Douglass, Mimo Davis, Miranda 

Duschack, and Vicki Lander

ADULT CLASSES
Note: Shaw Nature Reserve pass holders receive member rate for all Reserve classes.

Garden Blitz: Ask the Expert (MBG)   
Start your spring off smart with a blitz of classes on gardening, food and 
cooking, art and photography, and behind-the-scenes tours. Select from an 
al a carte menu of our most popular full-length classes and create your own 
custom-fit educational program. Bring your questions and visit our “Ask the 
Expert” tables between classes. Enjoy lunch on your own at Sassafras or 
check out local food trucks on-site. 
Saturday, March 1
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Ridgway Visitor Center Classrooms

MBG’s Favorite Tools 
of the Trade (MBG)
What are the Garden 
horticulturists’ secrets to friable, 
well-drained soil? Adding Turface 
(soil conditioner) and leaf mold. 
Learn about these and many 
other tools of the trade including 
the best pruning tools, soil 
mixes, and hori-hori knives in this 
fun and informative class filled 
with the staff’s favorites things. 
Discover what tools help make 
the Garden gorgeous for millions 
of visitors.
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Ridgway Visitor Center Classroom
Jason Delaney

Intro to Garden Yoga 
The Garden hosts a 6-week 
outdoor yoga class on our 
beautiful and inspiring grounds 
in May and June. During this 
mini yoga session, you’ll meet 
the instructor, learn about yoga 
in general as well as some of the 
health benefits, and try out some 
breathing and physical postures. 
Many people gain peace of mind, 
relaxation, physical strength, 
and flexibility from a regular 
yoga practice. Come try it out! 
No experience necessary. Bring 
a mat if you have one, but not 
required. 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
$14 members; $17 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Meg Hoester

Downsizing Your Garden 
Learn tips and tricks to make 
your garden less work and easier 
on your knees as you and your 
garden mature—think more 
shrubs and fewer annuals. Cindy 
will highlight plants that give 
you color but don’t have to be 
deadheaded, show you how to 
subtract some plants that don’t 
perform, and give you permission 
to ditch those fussy plants that 
need too much work. Sometimes 
less is more when you make the 
right choices (and subtract the 
wrong ones).
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Cindy Gilberg

Renovate and Rescue 
Your Cool-Season Lawn 
Cool-season lawns of bluegrass 
and fescue varieties are best for 
St. Louis. In this class, Glenn 
Kraemer will focus on seeding, 
renovating, fertilizing, and 
watering. He will also discuss 
weed, disease, and pest control 
challenges. You’ll leave this class 
with a complete picture of the 
steps necessary to maintain your 
cool-season lawn. If you have 
zoysia or a warm-season lawn, 
please register for the zoysia 
lawncare class on May 3.
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Glenn Kraemer

Garden Photography 
If you are looking to add a little 
more snap to your snapshot, this 
class is for you. From children to 
vacation photos and everything 
in between, changing a few little 
things makes a big difference. 
Scott Avetta will show you what 
to include and to exclude in the 
frame to give your images a 
“WOW” factor. He will touch on 
composition, lighting, color, and 
more. From point-and-shoot to 
digital, this introductory class 
will focus on some easy tricks to 
improve your photography.
1 to 3 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Scott Avetta

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!



76 To register go to www.mobot.org/classes To register go to www.mobot.org/classes

G
A

R
D

E
N

IN
G

 A
N

D
 L

A
N

D
S
C

A
P

IN
G

G
A

R
D

E
N

 B
L
IT

Z

Status Update: Resolving 
Your Rose Woes 
Is it possible to grow gorgeous 
roses in St. Louis’s hot and 
humid climate without dousing 
them in chemicals? Rose rosette 
is everywhere; how can you 
combat it? How is the rose 
industry adapting its hybridizing 
and marketing techniques to 
ever-changing research? After 
renovating both of the Garden’s 
rose collections, what has the 
Garden learned and how will it 
continue to develop? Learn these 
answers and more in this exciting 
discussion with the Garden’s 
rosarian, David Gunn, with time at 
the end for a Q&A session!
1 to 3 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
David Gunn

From the Ground up: 
Gardening in City Soils 
Urban soils present challenges 
for even the most seasoned 
gardener. Whether you want to 
grow vegetables or gorgeous 
blooms, healthy soil is a key 
component to success. This 
class explores some common 
issues with city soils, such as 
contamination, compaction, and 
infertility, plus some different 
mulch options to help you have a 
happy and healthy garden.
1 to 3 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
James Wagner

What’s in a Name?
Scientific names can sometimes 
be confusing and intimidating. 
This class is designed to take 
some of the mystery out of these 
Latin names. We will explore our 
system of nomenclature from its 
development up to the present, 

showing how we provide names 
for plants. Scientific names are 
recognized around the world, and 
we will contrast their use to that 
of common names.
1 to 3 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Richard Abbott

Taste of Watercolor 
Join with other students who 
want to recharge their creative 
batteries through watercolor. 
Judy will demonstrate simple 
techniques, guiding students to 
complete their own painting. For 
beginning watercolorists, this 
mini workshop will give a taste 
of the watercolor experience. 
Experienced students will find this 
a time to stimulate their creativity 
and strengthen their skills.
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Judy Seyfert

Cooking from the Heart 
—Flavor and Health 
Heart disease is the leading 
cause of death in both genders, 
but thankfully it’s preventable 
and controllable. Start by taking 
small steps every day to bring 
your loved ones and yourselves 
closer to heart health. Diana 
Smith will demonstrate cooking 
a heart-healthy meal including 
roasted red pepper soup, spinach 
ricotta pastries, a spring farro 
salad, London broil with Marsala 
sauce, and poached pears. After 
sampling this meal, you’ll want to 
prepare a delicious heart-healthy 
meal at home!
1 to 3 p.m. 
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Diana Smith

GARDENING AND 
LANDSCAPING

Become a Great 
Gardener Series (MBG)
This series of classes is designed 
for beginners just getting into 
gardening. Price per class.

All classes 7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Cindy Gilberg

Designing with Perennials 
Back by popular demand, this 
class is dedicated to designing 
with the best perennials to grow 
in St. Louis. Learn some great 
color and texture combinations 
that your neighbors will envy.
Thursday, March 27

Top Ten Plants for Any Place 
Get reliable plant selections for 
any part of your garden. Cindy will 
cover some of the hardest areas 
with the best plants for St. Louis. 
Take your handout directly to the 
nearest nursery because you have 
the top plants for sun, shade, wet 
or dry soils, and more.
Thursday, April 3

Rain Gardens 
Rain gardens are fast becoming 
a popular way to help alleviate 
the problems of storm water 
runoff and wet soil areas on 
your property. Learn what a rain 
garden is and how to implement 
the design into your landscape. 
An in-depth discussion of plants 
and installation techniques will be 
covered as well as a tour of the 
Garden’s parking lot garden.
Thursday, April 24

Organic Garden Basics 
With increasing concern over 
the adverse effects of chemical 
pesticides in the environment, 
concerned gardeners are looking 
for effective alternatives. Organic 
gardening is where many of these 
ecologically minded gardeners 
are turning. In this class, Cheryl 

will explain the basic principles 
of organic gardening which 
can provide a conservative 
and economical approach to 
gardening. Organic approaches 
to soil preparation, pest control, 
and plant care will be covered.
1 to 3 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Cheryl Rafert
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
IDEAS

Home Landscape 
Design (MBG) 
This course is specifically designed 
to help gardeners transform their 
home landscapes into a natural oasis 
that’s both beautiful and beneficial for 
plants, people, and the environment. 
Beginning with the basics of design, 
you will learn about front plantings, 
private areas, energy conservation, 
and plant selection for your home. 
You will be encouraged to develop 
a landscape plan during class for 
your own yard or garden, and study 
plant material independently. Some 
gardening experience recommended. 
You are invited to bring photos of 
your yard to the first session. Class 
supplies will also be discussed.

6 Wednesdays: April 16, 23, 30;  
May 7, 14, 21

6:30 to 9 p.m.
$144 members; $173 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Randy Mardis

Containers, Containers, 
Containers (MBG) 
You’ve seen the gorgeous containers 
at the Center for Home Gardening but 
how does the magic happen? Dana 
Rizzo will demonstrate the creation 
of three large containers with tips on 
the hottest plants of the season, soil 
amendments, and of course, amazing 
color combinations. Don’t wear your 
fancy clothes as Dana will be passing 
around the plants and showing you 
how to make containers succeed in 
this outdoor class!

Monday, May 19
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Dana Rizzo

Growing Up: Exploring the 
Vertical Dimension (MBG) 
Expand and improve your gardening 
by learning how to incorporate vertical 
elements into your design. Terry will 
focus on the often overlooked “vertical 
plane” and help you envision how 
walls, trellises, and other upright/
overhead features can add charm 
and character to your space. See how 
adding vines and climbing plants can 
enhance your garden’s personality.

Monday, May 12
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Terry Milne

Plants for Play (MBG) 
What key features make a garden 
space ideal for children? An assorted 
variety of plant types can provide 
continuous sequences of change, 
sensory stimulation, and educational 
opportunities. Gardener Amanda 
Klenke will teach basic concepts 
in the classroom and then lead an 
exclusive after-hours exploration of 
the Children’s Garden to enjoy first-
hand the sensory-loaded experience 
of an ideal child-friendly garden you 
can emulate at home. Leave the kids 
at home with the sitter while you learn 
and discover in the Children’s Garden!

Thursday, June 12
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Amanda Klenke

Native Plant School (SNR)
Native Plant School is a year-round series of indoor/outdoor classes in the 
Whitmire Wildflower Garden at Shaw Nature Reserve that covers various 
aspects of native landscaping. Please bring your questions, comments, 
drawings, and plant specimens. Participation from the audience is 
encouraged. Price per class. Native Plant School at Shaw Nature Reserve 
is underwritten by the Missouri Department of Conservation and Wild Ones 
Natural Landscapers. 

1 to 4 p.m.
$12 members; $15 nonmembers
Carriage House

Greenhouse Propagation
Ever wonder how to grow native perennials, grasses, trees, and shrubs 
from seed? This class will discuss stratification, scarification, soil types, 
timing, containers, fertilizing, basic insect management, rooted cuttings, 
and division.
Thursday, March 13
Scott Woodbury and Terri Brandt

Top Performing Plants 
This class will cover best native plants for a beginner gardener, native 
plants resistant to deer, and best trees for wildlife (from Doug Tallamy’s 
book). If you are thinking about what to replace ash trees with when they 
die from emerald ash borer, this class may be for you.
Thursday, April 10
Cindy Gilberg

Container Gardening 
If you are limited with small spaces, container plantings with native grasses, 
sedges, annuals, and perennials may work for you. This class will focus on 
how to make large and small container plantings. Some will hold water like 
a mini-pond and others will drain.
Thursday, May 15
Scott Woodbury

Landscaping with Sedges 
Native sedges and sedge-like plants are useful in gardening. They can be 
flooded in a rain garden. They are attractive to wildlife and people. They can 
make low-maintenance groundcover plantings. Come learn the best native 
sedges for landscaping and how to grow them.
Thursday, June 12
Scott Woodbury

NEW!

NEW!
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GARDENING BEST 
PRACTICES

Healing with Native 
Plants (MBG) 
Native Americans and pioneers in 
this area saw a rich pharmacopeia 
of medicinal plants among the native 
plants and used the local flora to treat 
a wide variety of ailments. This course 
will be split into two classes: the first 
class will concentrate on useful native 
plant species, their identification, 
historical use, and habit while the 
second class will be a hands-on 
workshop on how to process the 
plants into a take-home product.

2 Saturdays: March 8, 15
10 a.m. to noon
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Ashley Glenn, Karen Walker, and Alyse 

Kuhlman

Roses: A Wild  
History (MBG) 
From the War of Roses to Empress 
Josephine’s Rose Garden to Alice 
in Wonderland, references to roses 
are sprinkled throughout history and 
literature. These tough plants have 
been around for over 3,000 years; 
how does the history of genetics and 
hybridizing affect which roses work in 
gardens in St. Louis? Garden rosarian 
David Gunn will tell the extraordinary 
tale of roses as they rambled around 
the world and into our gardens.

Wednesday, March 19
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
David Gunn

Collecting and  
Conserving Seeds of 
Native Plants (MBG) 
Seed collection is an excellent and 
economical way to increase the 
diversity of your native plant gardens. 
But it is also an important tool for 
conservation! Join the Garden’s seed 
bank manager to learn about how we 
are creating a facility to protect the 
diversity of native plant species in 
Missouri via collection and storage 
of seeds. This is a combined lecture 
and hands-on course in which we 
will discuss the ecology of seeds, 
procedures and protocols for seed 
collection and storage, and work with 
techniques for cleaning different types 
of seeds.

Wednesday, March 26
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Ginger Allington

Beginning Bonsai: 
Juniper (MBG) 
Gain an understanding of the basic 
principles of bonsai in this hands-on 
workshop. Brian and Milt Ciskowski 
will guide you through the steps for 
creating your own indoor bonsai 
plant. Styling, pruning, wiring, and 
overwintering will be discussed, as 
well as plant selection and routine 
maintenance. All materials will be 
provided, including your own bonsai.

Saturday, March 29
9 a.m. to noon
$72 members; $86 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Brian and Milt Ciskowski

Pruning with Ben Chu (MBG) 
Pruning is often needed to control 
plant size, enhance beauty, correct 
damage from pests, and increase 
flower and fruit production. In this 
class, you will learn when and how to 
prune trees, shrubs, and evergreens 
to maximize these beneficial effects. 
In addition to observing a live pruning 
demonstration, you’ll learn about the 
selection and care of the best pruning 
gear and equipment.

Tuesday, April 1
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Ben Chu

Growing Orchids Part B (MBG) 
Are several of your orchids 
overgrown? Should you repot them? 
If so, then this class is for you. 
Babs Wagner will show you how to 
divide and repot a variety of orchids 
like Phalaenopsis, Dendrobiums, 
Cymbidiums, and more in this 
demonstration class. This course is 
appropriate for both orchid novices 
and enthusiasts.

Thursday, April 10
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Babs Wagner

Plants of the Bible  
(MBG) 
From Eve’s first bite of the forbidden 
fruit in the Garden of Eden to the 
Magi’s presentation of frankincense 
and myrrh, the Bible has an 
abundance of botanical references. 
Join therapeutic horticulture instructor 
Jeanne Carbone and horticulturist 
Richard Hancock for a lecture on 
some of the many plants of the Bible, 
followed by an hour-long walking tour 
of the Temperate House to see many 
of the plants firsthand!

Tuesday, April 15
5 to 7 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Richard Hancock and Jeanne Carbone

All in the Family  
(MBG) 
Just as people have recognizable 
characteristics, plants also have traits 
that can help identify their familial 
relations. Join botanist Richard Abbott 
in this exciting 2-part series to first 
learn some of the basic vocabulary 
related to plant identification and 
then apply it with respect to the 
characteristics of some of the top 
plant families in Missouri during 
the lecture class. In Part 2, the field 
portion of the class, head out to 
explore the wonders of the Climatron 
and Temperate House as you use your 
newly acquired skills to identify plants 
in each family during the exclusive 
after-hours tour of two of the Garden’s 
conservatories. The focus will be on 
vegetative characteristics.

Thursday, April 17 and April 24 
6 to 8 p.m.
$56 members; $67 nonmembers
Missouri Room (April 17); Meet at Ticket 

Counter (April 24)
Richard Abbott

NEW! NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Terrific Trees: From Selection 
to Pruning and More (MBG) 
Trees can be beautiful, long-lived 
investments to any home if properly 
selected and maintained. This class 
will discuss how to choose the right 
tree for the right spot, good traits to 
look for when you’re making your 
purchase, as well as proper planting 
and short-term maintenance to 
develop a strong, healthy tree for 
years to come. Plus Teresa will give an 
outdoor pruning demonstration.

Saturday, April 26
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Spink Gallery
Teresa Pafford

What Are All Those Plants 
Doing in Shakespeare?!  
(MBG)  
You don’t have to be a Shakespeare 
buff to enjoy this lecture and nature 
walk with Dr. Diane Sol on the 
often-overlooked cultural, political, 
and medicinal importance of the 
hundreds of citations of plants 
in the Bard’s plays. Explore the 
Garden’s Shakespearean secrets 
and discover how to create your own 
Shakespearean and Elizabethan 
gardens.

Saturday, April 26
(Rain back-up May 3)
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classrooms
Diane Sol

DIY: Repot Your Orchid (MBG) 
Bring one pot-bound orchid to class, 
and Babs Wagner will show you the 
proper way to give it more room. She 
will also talk about sterile pruning 
practices, culture information, and 
more. Please bring your own pruners; 
soil and pots are provided.

Wednesday, April 30
7 to 9 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Babs Wagner

Rescue Your Zoysia (MBG) 
Zoysia has different cultural 
requirements than cool-season 
grasses. In this class, specific 
information and schedules for 
fertilizing, watering, and weed control 
will be presented. Learn how to make 
your zoysia lawn the best on the block 
with a minimum of effort.

Saturday, May 3
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Glenn Kraemer

Made in the Shade  
(MBG) 
Do you have a shady spot in your 
garden? A diverse world of beautiful 
plants thrive in shady environments. 
Learn about great plants that add 
color and texture to part-shade and 
full-shade gardens, and then take a 
walking tour through the Garden to 
meet them yourself. Class will finish in 
the Strassenfest Garden.

Monday, May 5
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classrooms
James Wagner

Caring for Houseplants (MBG) 
Think you have a black thumb? 
Anyone can grow houseplants, even 
the busiest and most negligent among 
us! In this class, self-professed 
neglectful gardener Caroline Bernard 
will teach you how to think like a 
houseplant and meet their basic 
needs with minimal effort. Learn 
how to determine specific growing 
conditions, choose the right plants, 
understand what their behavior is 
trying to tell you, and keep them 
thriving all year long.

Tuesday, May 13
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Caroline Bernard

Beyond Tall Bearded (MBG)
Named for the Greek goddess of the 
rainbow, the iris is a classic springtime 
flower and favorite of many! 
Horticulturist and Greater St. Louis 
Iris Society member Sara Murphy 
will teach the class participants to go 
beyond the tall bearded iris to cover 
all of the other groups of iris including 
the lesser-used bearded iris and the 
different classes of beardless iris. 
Participants will learn the differences 
between the iris groups through 
morphology and habitat, landscape 
uses, and culture. Get ready to learn 
more about irises than you ever 
thought possible! 

Saturday, May 24
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room/ Iris Garden
Sara Murphy

Easy Tree I.D. for 
Beginners (MBG) 
Do you ever wonder about the trees 
in your neighborhood? Can you tell 
the difference between a native tree 
and an invasive thug? Maybe it’s time 
to take a beginner’s Tree I.D. class! 
Learn about the trees that make up 
your world. Join certified arborist Mike 
Walsh, a forester and nurseryman 
with Forest ReLeaf of Missouri, as 
he eases students into this multi-
day learning experience through a 
PowerPoint presentation and lots of 
time on the Garden grounds. What 
better place to learn about trees than 
the best garden in the world?

3 Tuesdays: June 3, 10, 17
6 to 8 p.m.
$84 members; $100 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Mike Walsh
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Beginning Bonsai:  
Summer Tropical  
(MBG) 
Gain an understanding of the basic 
principles of bonsai in this hands-on 
workshop. Brian and Milt Ciskowski 
will guide you through the steps for 
creating your own indoor bonsai plant. 
They’ll cover styling, pruning, wiring, 
and overwintering, as well as plant 
selection and routine maintenance. All 
materials will be provided, including 
your own bonsai plant.

Saturday, June 14
9 a.m. to noon
$72 members; $86 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Brian and Milt Ciskowski

What’s a Midsummer Night 
Without a Dream! (MBG) 
This lecture and nature walk will 
concentrate on the plants in the 
comedy A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. You don’t have to brush up 
on your Shakespeare to appreciate 
his fascination with nature. Dr. Diane 
Sol takes you through the history 
and importance of the flora in this 
play, and on the walk she shares the 
Garden’s Midsummer Night’s delights, 
including ways to enjoy your own 
Midsummer garden.

Saturday, June 21
(Rain back-up June 28)
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Diane Sol

Roses 101: The Basics for 
True Beginners (MBG) 
Can’t pick a rose bud out of a 
police line-up? Are your “garden 
tools” kept in the kitchen utensil 
drawer? Does “deadheading” have 
you reaching for a dictionary? Then 
this class is for you! Rosarian David 
Gunn will first discuss the basic 
steps of planting and maintaining 
healthy roses in the classroom. 
Then it’s outside for the exciting 
hands-on opportunity to practice 
techniques in the rose garden 
during this intimate workshop. 
Expect to spend 1.5 hours in the 
Garden, and head home with your 
very own rose to plant in your 
garden. You’ll feel confident with 
your newly gained knowledge about 
growing beautiful roses!

Saturday, June 7
9 a.m. to noon
$50 members; $55 nonmembers
Garden Room/Gladney Rose Garden
David Gunn

Roses 102: Pests and 
Diseases (MBG) 
Roses run rampant throughout 
garden history as a highly desired 
flower. However, there comes 
that time of year when they can 
transform from Beauty to the 
Beast, as any number of pests and 
diseases can take over the plant. 
Fear not, rosarian David Gunn will 
provide an indoor introduction to 
the offenders, including black spot, 
powdery mildew, rose rosette, 
spider mites, aphids, and thrips. 
Then head to the rose gardens 
and observe them as a group. 
Get inspired to keep your roses 
behaving more like Beauty and 
less like the Beast!

Saturday, July 19
9 to 11 a.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room/Gladney Rose Garden
David Gunn

Small Trees for Your 
Yard (MBG)
You can probably name a handful 
of large trees off the top of your 
head, but small trees are trickier, 
especially if you have stringent 
location requirements like full hot sun, 
overhead power lines, or a spot next 
to your house. Plant the right-sized 
tree in that small spot! Arborist Mike 
Walsh from Forest ReLeaf will share 
with you his Top 20 List and walk you 
through the Garden to show off some 
of these little beauties.

Saturday, July 12
9:30 am to noon
$35 members; $42 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Mike Walsh 

Sharpen Up Your Garden 
Edging (MBG) 
If your garden is looking a little rough 
around the edges and you’d like your 
beds to have the crisp, clean edges 
that the Missouri Botanical Garden 
beds do, we can help. Jason Delaney 
will share the Garden’s edging 
secrets and show how you too can 
get a “world-class” quality finish on 
garden beds at home. We’ll start in 
the classroom before taking a walking 
tour through the garden to view 
different edging options and let you 
try the Garden’s “Big Boy Gas Edger” 
yourself!

Tuesday, July 15
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jason Delaney

Succulent Saturday: Fresh Ideas for 
Succulent Design and Maintenance 
with Debra Lee Baldwin (MBG)
Saturday, June 28 
In partnership with St. Louis Master 
Gardener and Henry Shaw Cactus Society

Award-winning garden 
photojournalist Debra Lee Baldwin 
authored Designing with Succulents 
and Succulent Container Gardens, 
both bestsellers. Her new book is 
Succulents Simplified (May, 2013). 
Debra is a regular contributor to 
Sunset and other publications, and 
her own half-acre garden near San 
Diego has been in Better Homes & 
Gardens among other publications. 
Debra specializes in showing how 
to use architectural, water-wise, 
and easy-care succulents in a 
variety of appealing and creative 
applications. Register in advance 

for the sure-to-sell-out presentation 
and hands-on workshop, brought 
to you in partnership with St. Louis 
Master Gardener and Henry Shaw 
Cactus and Succulent Society.

Presentation and Book Signing:
10 to 11 a.m.
$15 members; $18 nonmembers
Theater, Ridgway Visitor Center

Hands-on Workshop:
1 to 3 p.m.
$92 members; $110 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
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EDIBLE GARDENING

Organic Spring 
Vegetables (MBG) 
Start a spring vegetable garden this 
year using organic methods! Topics 
covered will include garden planning 
for spring, soil preparation, mulching, 
composting, insect control, and seed 
selection. You will take a guided tour 
of the Center for Home Gardening 
vegetable gardens where our spring 
vegetable garden is already underway, 
plus learn how to distinguish sprouted 
vegetables from weeds.

Monday, March 24
5 to 7 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Cheryl Rafert and Elizabeth Spiegel

Microgreens—Grow Some 
Superfoods  
(MBG) 
Sunflowers, chard, arugula—these 
wonderful plants are even better as 
microgreens and sprouts. Learn the 
easiest ways to grow your own this 
spring with Gibron Burchett from 
HOSCO farms. Perfect for those in 
apartments and gardens that lack 
sun, microgreens and sprouts can be 
grown with simple equipment and in a 
short time.

Monday, March 24
7 to 9 p.m.
$50 members; $60 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Gibron Burchett

Strawberries, Blueberries, and 
Raspberries, Really (MBG) 
Grow and harvest sweet strawberries, 
tasty blueberries, and succulent 
raspberries in your own back yard. 
This class is designed to teach you 
the basics, including establishing 
plants, pruning, and common pests. 
Elizabeth Wahle will get you started 
with these small fruits, plus help you 
avoid common beginner mistakes.

Tuesday, March 25
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Elizabeth Wahle

Grow Your Own 
Mushrooms (MBG) 
Do you love oyster mushrooms and 
want to grow them this summer? 
Gibron Burchett will teach the step-
by-step process to make this dream 
a reality and turn straw into gorgeous 
mushrooms. Learn about inoculation 
growing mediums, and creating an 
inexpensive “clean room” to get 
started. You will take home your own 
starter kit by the end of class.

Sunday, April 6
1 to 3 p.m.
$43 members; $52 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Gibron Burchett

GUIDED WALKS AND TOURS

Learning with  
Libations Series  
(MBG) 
Grab a friend and enjoy an evening 
stroll in peak areas of the Garden 
as you enjoy a glass of wine to 
complement the season. Every 2nd 
Thursday of the month starting in 
April you will learn about a seasonal 
wine to complement your tour. Then 
our expert horticulturist or regional 
guide will take you on a one-hour 
walking tour through different areas 
of the Garden. Price per walk.

6:30 to 8 p.m.
$25 members; $30 nonmembers
Meet at individual garden
MBG Horticulture Staff

Perennials at Kemper
Thursday, April 10

Ottoman Garden 
Thursday, May 8

Gladney Rose Garden 
Thursday, June 12

Veggies at Kemper
Thursday, July 10

Organic Summer 
Vegetables (MBG) 
Tomatoes, peppers, and squash— 
oh my! Learn how to make a great 
summer vegetable garden using 
organic methods. Topics will include 
garden planning, soil preparation, 
mulching, composting, harvesting, 
insect control, and seed selection. You 
will take a guided tour of the Center 
for Home Gardening vegetable garden 
and learn what works and what 
doesn’t directly from the horticulturists 
who care for it.

Monday, June 16
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Cheryl Rafert and Elizabeth Spiegel

Spinach in the Snow (MBG)
Gardening does not have to end when 
the weather turns chilly. Learn about 
fall vegetable gardening using organic 
methods including garden planning 
for fall through early spring, preparing 
the soil, composting, mulching, and 
extending the growing season with 
cold frames. This is a great time for 
preparing garden for fall crops and 
finding ways to extend your harvest 
through a tour of the Center for 
Home Gardening vegetable area and 
slideshow.

Monday, August 18 
6 to 8 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Cheryl Rafert and Elizabeth Spiegel

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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NEW!

Behind the Scenes: 
Spring Bulb and Rock 
Garden Tour (MBG)
The Missouri Botanical Garden is 
known worldwide for its fabulous bulb 
and rock gardens. Join horticulturist 
Sophia Warsh as she leads an 
intimate tour through the bulb and 
rock gardens, pointing out some 
beauties that are often overlooked. 
She’ll discuss cultural requirements 
for planting bulbs in your own garden 
and give suggestions to grow the best 
blooms possible. Enjoy the tulips, 
daffodils, crocus, hyacinths, and more 
after the gray days of winter have 
passed us by.

Saturday, April 12
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$21 members; $24 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Sophia Warsh

Behind the Scenes: 
Summer Bulb and Rock 
Garden Tour (MBG)
As summer is hitting its stride, it’s time 
to come admire the beautiful bulb and 
rock gardens at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. Bulb expert Sophia Warsh will 
show you her favorite summer bulbs 
and discuss which ones will work well 
in your garden, too. Come adore the 
bright colors and intoxicating scent 
of summer bulbs including gladiolus, 
lilies, crinums, and hardy South 
African bulbs during this early summer 
tour. 

Saturday, June 21
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$21 members; $24 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Sophia Warsh

BEHIND THE SCENES Behind the Scenes: Late 
Summer Bulb and Rock 
Garden Tour (MBG)
During this late summer tour you can 
join horticulturist Sophia Warsh to 
learn what plants can thrive in our St. 
Louis summers in the beautiful bulb 
and rock gardens. Appreciate the 
varying size and colors of the many 
bulbs commonly called “Elephant 
Ears,” and learn about rock garden 
plants that range from Missouri 
natives to interesting species from the 
Republic of Georgia. 

Saturday, August 23
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$21 members; $24 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Sophia Warsh

Behind the Scenes: Tour of 
the Peter Raven Library (MBG) 
Look beyond the rows of books 
and see what makes the Missouri 
Botanical Garden one of the world’s 
finest botanical libraries. You’ll be 
privileged to see exquisite volumes of 
the Sturtevant Collection dating from 
1474 to 1753 (prior to Carl Linnaeus’s 
naming system). The Garden’s 
collection contains more than 900 
volumes in the Linnaeus Collection. A 
glimpse of the Rare Book Collection 
is awesome! The Conservation Center 
tends and mends these antiquated 
volumes as well as providing upkeep 
on current volumes. Don’t miss this 
unique look behind the scenes at the 
Library.

Saturday, April 12
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$21 members; $24 nonmembers
Meet at Monsanto Center; 4500 Shaw Blvd.
Doug Holland

Behind the Scenes: 
Production Greenhouse (MBG) 
Where does the Garden start many of 
the beautiful plants for display each 
season? Horticulturist Elaine Marshall 
will walk you through the production 
greenhouses explaining how they take 
cuttings and start seeds for many 
annuals and perennials. Receive 
cuttings from some of the Garden’s 
stock plants or take home some plant 
plugs for your own garden—a rare 
treat!

Tuesday, April 22 or April 29
6 to 8 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Elaine Marshall

Behind the Scenes: 
Chinese Garden (MBG) 
The Chinese Garden is considered 
the most authentic “scholar’s garden” 
and serves as a wonderful model for 
smaller urban gardens. Take a tour 
to learn about some of the intricate 
details of this wonderful space 
including highlights of choice plants 
for shady areas, wintering of the hardy 
banana, taming of bamboo, plus tree 
peonies and more. Weaving tales of 
growing unusual plants to staying true 
to the garden style, you will walk away 
with a new appreciation.

Wednesday, May 7
6 to 7 p.m.
$14 members; $17 nonmembers
Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
MBG Horticulture Staff

Behind the Scenes: 
Japanese Garden (MBG) 
Experience this popular after-hours 
walking tour in the Japanese Garden 
with senior horticulturist Greg 
Cadice and gain a new appreciation 
for Seiwa-en, the “Garden of Pure, 
Clear Harmony and Peace.” Greg 
will highlight features of this world-
famous garden including scenic 
vistas, Teahouse Island, and how 
the horticulture staff and volunteers 
create an overall feeling of serenity 
in this special place. Please wear 
comfortable shoes for this 2-mile 
continuous walk.

Monday, May 12 or Tuesday, May 13
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Greg Cadice

Behind the Scenes: A Scratch 
and Sniff Sensory Tour  
(MBG) 
A simply scent-sational experience 
awaits you in this 1.5-hour walking 
tour with horticulturist Richard 
Hancock! The Missouri Botanical 
Garden is full of fragrant plants, and 
the Sensory Garden is typically the 
only touchable garden. This special 
tour is unique as you can delight 
your olfactory senses in this one-
time opportunity to scratch and sniff 
the plants in the Linnean House and 
Temperate House as well. Enjoy this 
guided tour through one of St. Louis’s 
best living museums!

Saturday, June 14
9 to 10:30 a.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Richard Hancock
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NEW!
Behind the Scenes: 
Waterlilies and More (MBG) 
Please join horticulturist Derek Lyle 
on a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
aquatics display. Learn the historical 
significance of water lilies at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden and the 
processes of creating the annual 
display. During the tour, you will have 
access to the aquatics greenhouse 
where propagation occurs. Don’t 
forget to bring your camera as you 
will view the lilies in the outdoor pool 
during peak lighting hours. Sign up 
early as this class will fill quickly!

Wednesday, August 20
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Derek Lyle

Full Moon Night Hike 
for Adults (SNR)
Join us for this 2-hour stroll through 
evening and into the early night. 
The sun will have set before the hike 
starts, but our night vision will allow 
us to enjoy the sights, sounds, and 
smells of a spring evening at Shaw 
Nature Reserve. Participants will 
learn a bit about tallgrass prairies, 
woodlands, and glades as the hike 
passes through these ecosystems. 
All else excluded, the sight of the 
tallgrass prairie in the moonlight 
makes the journey to the Reserve 
worth the time spent. This hike will 
cover roughly 2 miles over uneven 
ground.

Tuesday, April 15
8 to 10 p.m.
$6 members; $8 nonmembers
Meet at the Visitor Center
Stephen Bean

Hiking with Rover (SNR)
Take your favorite canine companion 
for a nice 2-mile hike led by a Shaw 
Nature Reserve staff. This is a rare 
opportunity to spend time with your 
four-legged friend at an area where 
dogs are not normally allowed. Your 
dog must be socialized (nice to all 
dogs and people), remain on a 6-foot 
leash at all times, and you must pick 
up and properly dispose of all waste. 
Hikes are on trails over rolling terrain.

Tuesday, April 15
9 to 11 a.m.
or 
Saturday, June 21
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Karen Bryan

Mini Hiking with Rover (SNR)
If you have wanted to bring your dog 
for Hiking with Rover in the past but 
didn’t know if you or your dog would 
be able to hike for 2 miles then this 
class is for you. Bring your favorite 
canine companion for a nice 1-hour 
hike led by a Shaw Nature Reserve 
staff. This is a rare opportunity to 
spend time with your four-legged 
friend at an area where dogs are not 
normally allowed. Your dog must 
be socialized (nice to all dogs and 
people), remain on a 6-foot leash at 
all times, and you must pick up and 
properly dispose of all waste.

Sunday, April 27
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
or 
Wednesday, June 4
9 to 10 a.m.
$4 members; $5 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Karen Bryan

Wine and Cheese 
Night Hike (SNR)
Climb aboard our Wilderness Wagon 
for a short trip to the Bascom House 
from where we’ll start our hike. We will 
take a leisurely 1.5-mile walk along 
woodland and prairie trails, learning 
about the nighttime environment along 
the way. During the walk we will make 
a brief stop to enjoy a glass of wine 
(or non-alcoholic beverage) and some 
crackers and cheese as we enjoy the 
night sounds of the prairie. Dress for 
the weather and wear appropriate 
walking shoes. This walk fills quickly – 
prompt registration is suggested.

Friday, May 2
7 to 9:30 p.m.
$20 members; $24 nonmembers
Meet at the Visitor Center
Lydia Toth and Rachel Weller

Tea on the Terrace 
and Tour (SNR)
May is the perfect time to enjoy Shaw 
Nature Reserve’s beautiful Whitmire 
Wildflower Garden. A selection of 
teas and delectable desserts will 
be served on the Carriage House 
Terrace (weather permitting), which 
overlooks the wildflower garden. Tea 
will be followed by a guided tour of 
the wildflower garden (again, weather 
permitting) with a wildflower expert 
horticulturist.

Saturday, May 3
2 to 4 p.m.
$30 members; $36 nonmembers
Carriage House
Terri Brandt

Sacred Seeds Medicinal 
Walking Tour (MBG) 
Take a guided tour through the 
Sacred Seeds Sanctuary, a garden 
showcasing Native American 
medicinal plants in their natural 
habitat. Your guide, a curator of 
ethnobotany at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, will explain the rich cultural 
history of Native Americans in the 
Missouri region, their traditions of 
medicinal plant use, and the legacy 
that these cultures have left on 
medicine today.

Saturday, May 10
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$21 members; $24 nonmembers
Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Wendy Applequist

Historic and Important 
Trees of the Garden (MBG) 
Over the past couple of years, Alan 
Stentz has been researching and 
writing descriptions of historic and 
important trees in the Garden for 
the Garden’s online PlantFinder. In 
this continuous walk, he will point 
out those trees which are believed 
to have been planted during the life 
of Henry Shaw and provide a wealth 
of fascinating facts about the origins 
of several of the interesting and 
important trees growing in the Garden. 
A true delight for the tree lover!

Wednesday, May 13
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Meet at the Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Alan Stentz



2322 To register go to www.mobot.org/classes To register go to www.mobot.org/classes

A
R

T
S
 A

N
D

 C
R

A
F
T

S

A
R

T
S
 A

N
D

 C
R

A
F
T

S

PAINTING AND 
DRAWING

Watercolor Bold and 
Beautiful (MBG)
Using the dynamic, luminous 
characteristics of watercolor, students 
will learn to utilize bold color, shape, 
and line to make their own unique 
paintings. A variety of subjects will 
be covered including abstracts and 
landscapes. Students are given group 
and individual instruction encouraging 
creativity while enhancing painting 
and compositional skills. Although 
basic skills are taught and reviewed 
in the first session, all levels are 
welcome. 

8 Fridays; March 7, 14, 21, 28; April 4, 18, 25; 
May 2; No class on 4/11

9:30 a.m. to noon
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening
Judy Seyfert 

Don’t Kill Your Perennials 
Walk (MBG) 
Some information about perennial 
maintenance in gardening books 
is inappropriate for the Midwest 
gardener. In this 2-hour walking 
tour in the Kemper Center for Home 
Gardening gardens, June Hutson, 
Kemper Center Supervisor, will 
highlight what to do this season 
and what not to do for the most 
popular perennials. Tips will 

ARTS AND CRAFTS

include pruning, common mistakes, 
mulching, and getting ready for the 
next season. Learn how to take 
care of perennials from the area’s 
top expert.

Wednesday, April 23
or
Thursday, June 26
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Meet at Center for Home Gardening, 

Upper Level
June Hutson

Adventures in 
Watercolor (MBG)
Your adventure in watercolor begins 
with demonstrations and a hands-
on approach to watercolor painting. 
Using a limited color palette, Judy will 
demonstrate traditional watercolor 
tricks and techniques guiding students 
to create their own luminous paintings. 
Through group and individual 
instruction, students will develop 
skills on how to use watercolor 
and be encouraged to explore their 
own creative nature. Beginning to 
intermediate.

6 Mondays: March 10, 17, 24, 31; April 14, 
21; No class on 4/7

6:30 to 9 p.m.
$135 members; $162 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Judy Seyfert

Blue Morpho Butterfly 
Pastels (BH) 
Pastels are a fabulous way to capture 
the beauty of Blue Morpho butterflies 
on paper. Their vibrant colors are 
exciting and forgiving to work with. 
Rachel will teach basic techniques 
through material demonstrations 
as well as individual instruction 
using mounted Blue Morphos and 
photographs. Participants will walk 
through the Butterfly House to see 
the beauty of Morphos in flight then 
go into our classroom to create a 
butterfly of their own. Pastels are 
supplied. 

Thursday, March 20 or Wednesday, March 26
5 to 7:30 p.m.
$40 members; $50 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Rachel Santel

Exploring Monet’s Love–
Oil Painting (MBG) 
Oil painting is a beautiful and 
forgiving medium. Whether you are an 
experienced painter or are just getting 
started, this class is for you. We will 
study value, hue, and composition 
working with florals, vegetables, or 
blooming plants in the studio. For a 
few classes, weather permitting, we 
will go outdoors to paint. Tito Gay will 
begin each class with a demonstration 
and help you through your individual 
and group critiques. A supply list will 
be included with your registration.

8 Tuesdays: April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 
20

9:30 a.m. to noon
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Beaumont Room
Tito Gay

A Palette of Pastels (MBG) 
Enjoy applying lush colors of spring 
to paper in this hands-on studio 
class. Pastels, which are pure 
pigment held together with a binder, 
are drawing with color at your 
fingertips. This medium is immediate, 
forgiving, and exciting. You will learn 
basic techniques through material 
demonstrations, as well as individual 
instruction using still-life of fresh fruit 
and blooming plants. Pastels supplied.

8 Wednesdays: April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; May 7, 
14, 21

9:30 a.m. to noon
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jaclyn Lawson

Watercolor Essentials (MBG)
The true beauty of watercolor lies in 
its explosion of color and luminosity 
every time water and paint meet. 
In this class the emphasis will be 
on techniques such as applying 
glazes, achieving value contrast, and 
implementing design principles. Judy 
has developed a unique teaching 
style which stimulates enthusiasm, 
confidence, and creativity in her 
students. The class is designed to 
inspire beginners and challenge 
experienced students. 

6 Saturdays: April 5, 12, 19, 26; May 3, 10
9:30 a.m. to noon
$135 members; $162 nonmembers
Garden Room
Judy Seyfert

NEW!
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The Garden in 
Watercolor (MBG) 
Capture the beauty of the Garden 
in watercolor while learning new 
techniques and composition skills. 
Through demonstrations and 
critiques, you will receive individual 
and group instruction outdoors when 
weather permits. Beginning and 
advanced students are welcome.

8 Tuesdays: April 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 20, 
27; June 3

9:30 a.m. to noon
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Mary Dee Schmidt

Exploring Encaustic 
Wax Painting (BH) 
Encaustics describes a technique 
of applying colored wax to canvas. 
This unique art form has been 
practiced for thousands of years, and 
it is seeing a resurgence today. Join 
noted local artist Rachel Santel to 
learn the techniques needed to make 
a masterpiece of your own. Using 
electric irons and metal tools we will 
use colored waxes to make images 
of flowers on paper. All materials 
provided. 

Monday, May 12
5 to 8 p.m.
$49 members; $62 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Rachel Santel

Butterfly Water Color  
(BH) 
Capture the beauty of the Butterfly 
House while learning new sketching 
and watercolor techniques. This 
class will cover some simple 
drawing concepts and brushwork 
as well as color concepts. You will 
get the chance to sketch scenes 
from inside the Butterfly House and 
add watercolor in our classroom. 
Each student will receive individual 
and group instruction through 
demonstrations and personal advice. 
Beginning and advanced students 
are welcome. A materials list will 
accompany your registration. 

Wednesday, July 23
5:30 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Kathleen Barnes

SHAW 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
SERIES (SNR)

The Fine Art of Ink Jet 
Printing (off-site)
Intermediate skills and knowledge 
of Photoshop CS5 or CS6 and 
some ink-jet printing experience 
required. Join Robert Bullivant, 
owner of Bullivant Gallery and 
Consulting, for this in-depth 
exploration in color management, 
workflow, and the process of high-
quality ink jet printing. Participants 
will learn about color management, 
digital file preparation, and 
workflow pertaining to producing 
the highest-quality ink jet prints. 
Class includes lecture and 
hands-on opportunities. Lunch is 
provided.

Saturday, March 22
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$170 members; $204 nonmembers
Bullivant Gallery and Consulting, 3321 

Washington Blvd, St Louis, MO 63103
Robert Bullivant

Photographing the 
Virginia Bluebells
Join photographer Scott Avetta as 
you photograph the sea of Virginia 
bluebells that bloom each spring. 
After a short presentation covering 
composition, lighting, and camera 
settings, you will venture to the 
location with the greatest bluebell 
“show.” Once in the location, you 
will begin photographing with 
one-on-one assistance from Scott. 
There is potential for every lens. 
Capture a field of bluebells with 
a wide-angle lens or hone in on 
its delicate bloom with a macro 
lens—and everything in between. 
Participants should have a basic 
working knowledge of their camera. 
Dress for being outdoors and wear 
comfortable shoes for hiking over 
uneven terrain. Depending on road 
conditions, we will be hiking up to a 
mile to access the flowers.

Saturday, April 5
8 a.m. to noon
$55 members; $66 nonmembers
Carriage House
Scott Avetta

NEW!

NEW!
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Lightroom Bootcamp 
For intermediate and advanced 
photographers. Join photographer, 
photo-educator, and Adobe 
Certified Expert Jeff Hirsch 
for an intensive and immersive 
2-day Lightroom workshop filled 
with inspiration and information. 
Students will learn a complete 
“end-to-end” photo workflow that 
can drastically shorten the amount 
of post-processing time needed 
for every session they shoot. 
Photographers often struggle with 
hardware and software issues, 
storage and back-up systems, 
organizational schemes, and other 
issues and concerns that slow 
them down, resulting in lost time 
and productivity. That’s where 
Lightroom Bootcamp comes in! 
Over the course of the weekend, 
you will alternate live shooting 
sessions in the field with production 
sessions in the classroom where 
you will import, organize, develop, 
and share your images. Your 
overnight stay offers you the 
opportunity of sunrise and sunset 
shooting in the surrounding prairie 
and wetlands. All meals provided.

Saturday, May 31 through Sunday, June 1
9 a.m. Saturday to 3 p.m. Sunday
$210 members; $252 nonmembers
Dana Brown Overnight Center
Jeff Hirsch

Let’s Talk Images 
For intermediate and advanced 
photographers who already have 
a substantial portfolio. Boost your 
photography and editing skills as 
you learn from Stewart’s more than 
4 decades of experience. Help your 
single images and your groupings 
better convey your intensions, both 
to yourself and to your intended 
audience. A full day of review, 
critique, and discussion of your 
images, both individual images 
and the images that you have put 
together in a series, portfolio, or 
story line. Images will not be judged 
but will be thoroughly discussed 
by Stewart and the other group 
participants. Prior to the class, you 
will be asked to submit a disk of 10 
to 15 images. Lunch is provided.

Saturday, June 21
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
$140 members; $168 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Stewart Halperin

How to Photograph 
Butterflies and Dragonflies 
For intermediate and advanced 
photographers with a good 
understanding of their DSLR 
camera. Join backyard wildlife 
specialists Richard and Susan 
Day and learn how to photograph 
butterflies and dragonflies. During 
the morning classroom session, 
Richard will offer tips on creating 
pleasing photos, explain equipment 
needed, use of flash, how to 
approach your subject, where to 
find butterflies and dragonflies, and 

show species you’re likely to see 
during the workshop. There will be 
morning and afternoon shooting 
sessions with hands-on instruction 
and feedback in the field. Later 
in the afternoon, Susan will give 
a short presentation on plants 
that attract butterflies. Equipment 
needed for workshop: DSLR 
camera, macro or lens that focuses 
4 to 5 ft. or less, and a tripod or 
monopod. Lunch is provided.

Saturday, July 12
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$140 members; $168 nonmembers
Carriage House
Richard and Susan Day
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Creating a Stronger 
Image (MBG) 
Images are everywhere but how do 
you make your photography stand 
out? Throughout this multi-session, 
hands-on course we will increase 
your understanding of composition, 
lighting, and exposure compensation 
and then apply them in the field. 
Participants should have a basic 
knowledge of the camera and the key 
functions.

3 Tuesdays: April 8, 15, 22
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (photo shoot during 

class)
or
3 Wednesdays: April 9, 16, 23 (with photo 

shoot April 13, 7 to 11 a.m.)
7 to 9 p.m.
$105 members; $126 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Scott Avetta

Behind the Scenes: Orchid 
Show Photography (MBG) 
Get rare access to the orchid show 
to take photos with professional 
assistance. This class will have 
the special privilege of taking 
photographs after hours using tripods 
and flash photography to capture 
those gorgeous flowers. We will have 
a brief discussion on subject selection 
and composition at the start of the 
class. A flash is not needed for this 
class, but will be allowed.

Monday, March 10
5:30 to 8 p.m.
$50 members; $60 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Scott Avetta

Simplifying Your 
Camera (MBG) 
Tired of going through extensive 
menus and manuals and not 
understanding where to start? We will 
simplify your life by explaining the key 
functions on your camera, why they 
are important, and how to use them 
to your advantage. Throughout this 
multi-session, hands-on course we 
will discuss aperture, shutter speed, 
ISO settings, white balance, and base 
equipment. Participants should bring 
a camera and manual to the classes.

3 Tuesdays: March 11, 18, 25
9:30 a.m. to noon
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
or
3 Wednesdays: March 12, 19, 26
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$105 members; $126 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Scott Avetta

Behind the Scenes: 
March Morpho Mania 
Photography (BH) 
This class will offer the special 
privilege of taking photographs during 
March Morpho Mania at a time when 
the Butterfly House is closed to the 
public. More than 2,000 Blue Morpho 
butterflies fill our Conservatory, and 
you will learn professional tips to 
capture these gorgeous animals. Get 
rare access to the Butterfly House 
to take photos with professional 
assistance using a tripod. Participants 
should have a basic understanding of 
their camera’s features

Monday, March 24
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
$32 members; $39 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Scott Avetta

Sunset Photography (MBG) 
As an intermediate photographer, you 
will have the unique opportunity to 
photograph the Garden with evening 
and sunset light in this multi-session 
class. You will experience both 
classroom information sessions and 
photo shoots with hands-on help. 
We will discuss the complications 
and advantages of low light/sunset 
photography and how to handle them. 
Bring your camera equipment to all 
the classes. A tripod is recommended.

3 Wednesdays: May 14, 21, 28
7 to 9 p.m.
$84 members; $101 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Scott Avetta

Photography: Summer 
Blooms—Iris (MBG) 
Get special access to early morning 
light and limited crowds to photograph 
the iris in May bloom. We will discuss 
how to get better botanical images 
using wide angle to close ups. You 
will learn tips on field photographing, 
subject selection, and how light plays 
a significant role in your photograph.

Monday, May 19
7:30 to 10 a.m.
$35 members; $42 nonmembers
Garden Room
Scott Avetta
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Butterfly House 
Photography (BH) 
Get rare access to the Butterfly House 
to take photos with professional 
assistance using a tripod. This class 
will offer the special privilege of taking 
photographs on a day the Butterfly 
House is closed to the public. Learn 
professional tips to capture these 
gorgeous animals. Participants should 
have a basic understanding of their 
camera’s features.

Monday, May 19
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
$32 members; $39 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Scott Avetta

Behind the Scenes:  
Teahouse Island  
Photography  
(MBG) 
Get rare access to this newly 
renovated area. We will spend time 
discussing and photographing 
Nakajima, or Teahouse Island, and its 
limitless subjects. Slow down, relax 
the mind, and see what is in front 
of you. The creative possibilities are 
endless. As the light changes so do 
the images. Space and gear will be 
limited for this special place!

Tuesdays, June 3 or June 10
9:30 a.m. to noon
$50 members; $60 nonmembers
Beaumont Room (6/3); Botanical Room (6/10)
Scott Avetta

Capturing Native Butterflies: 
Outdoor Photography  
(BH) 
The Butterfly House’s Native Habitat 
is an oasis for native Missouri 
butterflies and other beautiful insects. 
Join professional photographer 
Scott Avetta to learn tips and tricks 
for photographing insects in the 
wild. Chris Hartley will also share 
tips for building your own native 
insect garden and attracting these 
photographic subjects to your back 
yard. Participants should have a 
basic understanding of their camera’s 
features.

Monday, August 11 
5 to 7:30 p.m.
$32 members; $39 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Scott Avetta

BOTANICAL CRAFTS

Basket Making: Garden 
Memory Basket (MBG) 
This spring create your own gathering 
basket for flowers and herbs. This 
beginning class will introduce you 
to the ins and outs of weaving with 
Stephanie Arnold’s easy-to-follow 
directions. Make a reusable basket 
that will last you many years. All 
weaving materials supplied. Some 
hand strength needed. A tool list of 
household materials needed will be 
included with registration.

Saturday, March 8
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
$68 members; $80 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Stephanie Arnold

Spinning: Fiber into 
Thread (MBG) 
Did you know that spinning fiber is a 
lot like riding a bike? In this workshop, 
you will be given a beginner drop 
spindle and enough wool roving to 
practice at home. Drafting the fiber 
will be explained and demonstrated, 
then everyone will be given one-
on-one assistance with mastering 
the technique. A variety of fibers for 
spinning will be on display, and their 
uses explained. Basic plying will also 
be demonstrated.

Wednesday, March 12
7 to 9 p.m.
$40 members; $46 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Autumn Wiggins

DIY Boutonnières 
and More (MBG)
Have you ever wanted to know how 
to make a boutonnière or corsage 
for a last-minute special occasion? 
Now is the time to learn basic wiring 
techniques to create beautiful flower 
decorations with the assistance of 
Amanda Klenke. All materials are 
provided for you to make both floral 
adornments, and you will leave with 
the confidence to make more at home.

Thursday, March 13
7 to 9 p.m.
$43 members; $48 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Amanda Klenke

T-Shirt Lab (MBG) 
Before you toss that t-shirt in the rag 
bag, bring it to Suzanne’s hands-on 
class and let her show you how to 
repurpose it into a variety of useful 
objects. Anything from garden 
plant ties to baskets and bags 
to wearable accessories can be 
fashioned from this basic garment. 
You will be amazed at the magical 
transformations you can achieve with 
this everyday product!

Saturday, March 15
9 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Garden Room
Suzanne Hirth

Basket Making: Seed 
Packet Basket (MBG) 
Join us for the opportunity to 
learn a new craft in this hands-on 
class. Basket weaving is not only 
therapeutic, but the end result gives 
you a useful basket for your home! 
This is a great basket for those with no 
experience or a nice refresher basket 
for those wanting to get reacquainted 
with this handy skill. Choose from a 
variety of seed packets for an optional 
tie on. All weaving materials supplied. 
Some hand strength needed. A tool 
list of household materials needed will 
be included with registration.

Saturday, March 29
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
$49 members; $59 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Stephanie Arnold
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NEW!Rustic Gold Leaf Plant 
Pots and Wildflower 
Seed Cakes (MBG) 
These fun projects are popular 
on Pinterest, but the logistics of 
completing them can be messy and 
expensive when done on your own. 
In this workshop, all the materials will 
be provided to make one or two rustic 
gold leaf pots and many seed cakes 
(sometimes called “seed bombs”—
but we’ll be making them look a lot 
prettier!). The simple techniques 
to complete the projects will be 
demonstrated, and you will leave with 
beautiful, functional items that will get 
you excited for spring.

Wednesday, April 2
7 to 9 p.m.
$44 members; $50 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Autumn Wiggins

Basket Making (SNR)
Create your own basket by learning 
basic weaving techniques and using 
natural materials. By mid-March you 
will need to choose between making 
a gathering, wine, berry, or Cherokee 
heart basket (pictures will be available 
via email or mail). Bring a sack lunch, 
wire cutters or heavy scissors, an 
awl, a dozen spring-type clothespins, 
a large towel, a cloth (flexible) tape 
measure, a pencil, and a container 
for soaking reed. All other materials 
provided.

Saturday, April 5
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Linda Brown

Upcycled Planters  
(MBG) 
Glass jars, scrap wood, or extra twine: 
learn how to transform these everyday 
objects into a new planter for spring!  
Jenny Murphy, founder of the non-
profit Perennial, will show you the 
simple tools and materials you need to 
create innovative places to grow food, 
herbs, and beautiful plants. As you 
are exposed to a plethora of planter 
design ideas, you’ll learn the basics 
of macramé and leave with a tiny 
hanging bud vase! 

Thursday, April 10
7 to 9 p.m.
$33 members; $39 nonmembers 
Missouri Room
Jenny Murphy, Perennial

Miniature Springtime 
Arrangements (MBG) 
Easter, Earth Day, Administrative 
Professionals Day, or just because 
it’s spring! Celebrate the season 
by learning various techniques to 
make small-scale arrangements 
with Amanda Klenke. This hands-
on workshop will provide all 
materials needed to create the two 
arrangements participants will take 
home to bestow as a gift or enjoy for 
themselves!

Thursday, April 17
7 to 9 p.m.
$63 members; $76 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Amanda Klenke

Recycle T-Shirts, VHS Tape, 
and More for Unforgettable 
Projects (MBG) 
In this demonstration, Suzanne shows 
the imaginative ways throwaway 
objects can be transformed into string 
and then tied, knit, crocheted, woven, 
and braided into useful decorative 
objects and accessories. You will 
be inspired to rethink and repurpose 
items buried deep in storage that are 
just waiting for a creative hand to give 
them a second life.

Saturday, April 19
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Suzanne Hirth

May Day Flower 
Jewelry (MBG)
Have fun and get creative with your 
flowers! Create a floral headpiece, 
ring, and a bracelet all with the 
freshest and finest local ingredients. 
You will be looking like a fresh 
flowerchild when you have finished 
with this fun and informative class.

Thursday, May 1
7 to 9 p.m.
$43 members; $48 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Jessica Douglass

Morning Market 
Macramé Bag (MBG) 
Learn how to create a sturdy macramé 
hemp bag that will stretch to fit an 
amazing amount of produce. The 
project starts with cutting the right 
length of strings, then learning how to 
use a pin board to organize and space 
the knots as you create the bag. The 
strap and finishing of the bag are a 
snap, and will be demonstrated. Full 
printed instructions on finishing the 
bag will be provided as well.

Wednesday, May 7
7 to 9 p.m.
$40 members; $46 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Autumn Wiggins

3D Needle Felting  
(MBG) 
Needle felting is a simple, creative 
technique where roving—soft strands 
of wool or fiber—is applied to a 
backing by puncturing it repeatedly 
with a specially barbed needle 
tool. Needle felting can be used to 
embellish clothing, make accessories, 
or create three-dimensional pieces 
that stand on their own. In this session 
you will be creating a nature-themed 
piece that honors the biodiversity of 
our gardens.

Saturday, May 10
9 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Suzanne Hirth
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Mother’s Day  
Floral Display (MBG) 
This year, why not bring your mother 
to the Botanical Garden to make an 
arrangement together or give the gift 
of flowers arranged with love by you! 
Learn basic floral design principles 
to create a delightful springtime 
arrangement with Gardener Amanda 
Klenke. All materials are provided. 
There’s no better way to celebrate 
Mother’s Day than with botanical 
beauty designed by you!

Thursday, May 8
7 to 9 p.m.
$63 members; $76 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Amanda Klenke

Terracotta Planters (MBG) 
Learn to make your own terracotta 
planter with clay artist Mary 
Henderson. She will teach you how 
to hand build a beautiful vessel with 
nature-inspired decorations. After 
firing by the instructor, you will have 
a wonderful planter that you will be 
proud to call your own. Fired planters 
will be available for pickup at the 
Center for Home Gardening after June 
3rd.

Monday, May 12
6 to 9 p.m.
$52 members; $62 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Mary Henderson

Hand-Tied Bouquet  
(MBG) 
Learn the essentials to creating a 
beautiful garden-style bouquet. 
Using the freshest local and domestic 
flowers, you will design a one-of-a-
kind bouquet by following the basic 
mechanics of floral design. Discuss 
the basic elements of design as well 
as what flowers work best as cut 
flowers.

Thursday, June 5
7 to 9 p.m.
$63 members; $76 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Jessica Douglass

Lotus Flower Recycling in 
its Prettiest Form (MBG) 
Inspired by the Garden’s flowering 
lotus, construct your own flower 
from a recycled aluminum can. Kate 
Freeman will cover sanding, inks, and 
embellishment with a stylus to achieve 
your own one-of-a-kind lotus. Your 
friends will never guess it was once a 
can!

Tuesday, June 17
7 to 9 p.m.
$33 members; $39 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Kate Freeman

Succulents Wreath (MBG) 
Succulents are still one of the hottest 
trends in horticulture magazines as 
they require little water and make 
great centerpieces. In this hands-on 
class, you will learn the ins and outs 
of creating a 14-inch succulent wreath 
using a variety of plants. All supplies 
provided. Please bring garden gloves 
if you want and a box top to take 
home your new creation.

Tuesday, June 24 or Monday, June 30 
6 to 8:30 p.m.
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Missouri and Botanical Rooms
Jennifer Kleeschulte

Plant Pockets (MBG) 
Plant Pockets combine two 
disciplines, knitting/crocheting and 
gardening, into a single project. Hang 
one on a neighbor’s front door to say 
“I’m thinking of you” or use one to add 
color to a plant stand. Come learn 
how to craft one of these versatile little 
pouches with Suzanne.

Saturday, June 28
1 to 3 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Suzanne Hirth

Scrap Scarf  
Class (MBG) 
If you have ever wanted to learn the 
very basics of knitting but wanted to 
make it extra special, this is the class 
for you. More experienced knitters 
will enjoy the “stash busting” use of 
leftover yarn and alternative fibers. 
Your finished piece will impress 
everyone with its complex texture and 
color. No matter what your level of 
knitting experience, this knit-along is 
all about fun.

Saturday July 12
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Garden Room
Suzanne Hirth

Arranging with 
Succulents (MBG) 
Succulents are coming out of the 
pot and into the vase! Designing with 
succulents is the hottest new trend in 
floral design. Learn about the different 
varieties of succulents and how to 
arrange them along with beautiful 
seasonal flowers

Saturday, July 12
1 to 3 p.m.
$63 members; $76 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Jessica Douglass

NEW!
NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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FOOD AND COOKING

PLANT-INSPIRED 
MEALS AND IDEAS

The History of 
Chocolate (MBG) 
Calling all chocoholics! Learn about 
the history of chocolate, how this 
decadent treat is made, and the 
various types of chocolate. Numerous 
chocolates will be sampled throughout 
the program, plus you will receive 
treats to take home. For the true 
chocolate lover in everyone!

Tuesday, March 18
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Kim Petzing and Brian Pelletier

Sharpen Your Knife 
Skills (MBG) 
Learn how efficient cutting techniques 
and knife use can make the art of food 
preparation safer and more enjoyable. 
The instructors will cover a range of 
topics including knife selection, care, 
sharpening, cutting techniques, and 
safety. Ample time will be allowed for 
you to practice the skills of slicing, 
dicing, julienning, chopping, and 
mincing. Bring a paring knife (if you 
have one), and an apron, if you wish.

Tuesday, April 8
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Glenn Kopp and Linda Whitten

Diabetic Gourmet  
(MBG) 
We all strive to take care of ourselves 
and our loved ones, and many of us 
know someone with diabetes. Chef 
Diana Smith will teach us how to cook 
a tasty well-rounded meal ideal for 
someone following a diabetic diet. 
Watch as she prepares zucchini soup, 
pork tenderloin with rhubarb compote, 
and warm blackberry sauce over 
mango sorbet. Cooking to control 
diabetes can be exciting too!

Wednesday, April 9
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Diana Smith

Forever Herbs (MBG) 
Come enjoy the language of flowers 
and prepare for a year of growing, 
cooking, and using herbs at the St. 
Louis Herb Society’s spring class. 
Whether you are a gardener, cook, 
or crafter, you will learn about edible 
flowers, herbal housecleaning, 
gardener gifts, and more. Our well-
known chef will share her recipes 
and ideas for summer parties and 
entertaining. Experience how herbs 
transform ordinary meals into gourmet 
offerings.

Monday, April 21
9:30 a.m. to noon
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
St. Louis Herb Society

All cooking classes are demonstration only unless otherwise 
noted. Chefs serve sample-sized portions of their recipes.

/

Ancient Grains: Quinoa (MBG)  
Due to popular demand, this class is 
back with a brand new menu! What 
is quinoa, how do you cook it, and 
how do you pronounce it? (KEEN-
wah.) This underused seed or grain 
is a staple food in the Andes and 
adds interest and protein to your 
own everyday meals. It’s wheat-free, 
gluten-free, and provides a nice 
alternative to starches in your menus. 
Learn and sample the following 
recipes: citrus-olives-fennel-quinoa 
salad with dried cranberry vinaigrette; 
quinoa chowder with spinach, feta, 
and scallions; roasted fish and 
vegetables with quinoa and Spanish 
almonds; and quinoa timbales with 
dried fruit and toasted nuts drizzled 
with boiled cider or pomegranate 
molasses.

Wednesday, April 23 or Wednesday, May 7
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Lana Shepek

Death By  
Chocolate (MBG) 
Attention Chocolate Lovers: this class 
is not for the faint of heart! Kakao 
chocolatier Tori McCarty will amaze 
you as she makes chocolate ganache-
filled chocolate cupcakes, brownies, 
and a variety of truffles for you to 
taste. This class can’t be missed—it’s 
simply to die for!

Wednesday, April 30
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Tori McCarty

Hosting a Garden  
Party (MBG)  
What could be more lovely than 
serving delightful food in your own 
beautiful garden? After all of your hard 
work, you might as well show it off 
while entertaining! Chef Diana Smith 
will demonstrate how to make feta 
cheese truffles, sugar snap peas with 
prosciutto, oven-roasted asparagus 
with fried capers, Mediterranean 
chicken salad, a captivating mixed 
berry panna cotta, and frozen lemon 
cream sandwich cookies. Enjoy a 
sample and head home to host a 
garden party of your own!

Saturday, May 10
10 a.m. to noon
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Diana Smith

Get to Know Your Favorite 
Food: Chocolate, Field Trip to 
Kakao Chocolate (off-site)
Discover not only where your 
chocolate comes from, but see (and 
smell) the actual process first-hand! 
We’ll meet at St. Louis-based Kakao 
Chocolate where head chocolatier 
Brian Pelletier will discuss the current 
practices and state of the chocolate 
industry, particularly relating to 
sustainability. Afterwards, we’ll tour 
the shop and finish with some hands-
on chocolate fun! 

Tuesdays, May 13 or August 19
7 to 9 p.m.
$25 members; $30 nonmembers
Kakao Chocolate, 7272 Manchester Road, 

Maplewood, 63143
Brian Pelletier, Kakao Chocolate

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Springtime  
Entertaining Menu  
(MBG) 
This year, let the vivid and beautiful 
colors of spring inspire your cooking! 
Chef Vicki Bensinger will show you 
how to cook a rainbow-bright meal to 
delight all of your friends’ taste buds. 
Salmon Sliders with yogurt sauce, 
rainbow slaw, sweet potato fries, and 
a fresh fruit tart compose the healthy 
and delicious menu you’ll sample in 
this wonderful cooking class.

Wednesday, May 14
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Vicki Bensinger

Superfoods Gone  
Creative—DIY Style (MBG)
Lana will demonstrate various 
preparation methods using super 
foods, then each person will create 
their own salad and salad dressing 
with various super foods. A no-fail, 
no-knead whole grain yeast bread will 
be featured in the class to accompany 
your salad. Learn tips about preparing 
ingredients in advance for a quick 
post-work meal full of powerful 
nutrients. Your salads will never be 
boring again! Experiment with these 
super foods for awesome taste and a 
nutritional punch. Students are invited 
to bring their own apron.

Tuesday, June 3
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Lana Shepek

Preserving the Harvest (MBG)
Deliver the healthful bounty of your 
garden (or local-food produce 
sources) to your family’s table year-
round. Taught by Master Gardener, 
teacher, and veteran preserver 
Laura Friz, assisted by the Garden’s 
“Green Jean” Ponzi. Hands-on 
demonstrations cover canning, 
dehydrating, and freezing all types 
of fresh produce. And we’ll whip 
up a batch of microwave pickles! 
Comprehensive handout provided. 

Thursday, July 31
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Laura Friz and Jean Ponzi

Berry Delicious  
(MBG) 
As summer begins to hit its stride, 
it’s the perfect time to enjoy eating 
seasonally! And what could be 
sweeter than learning how to create 
enchanting berry treats? Chef Diana 
Smith will show participants how 
to make strawberry peach sangria, 
a berry salad, pork tenderloin with 
blackberries, and to round it all off a 
berry semifreddo. Have the pleasure 
of tasting a bit of each, and get 
excited to prepare tasty seasonal 
dishes at home!

Monday, June 23
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Diana Smith

CULTURAL 
INSPIRATIONS

The Unofficial  
Downton Abbey 
Afternoon Tea (MBG) 
Gorgeous costumes, a beautiful set, 
and a rapidly changing storyline, 
Downton Abbey has enraptured us 
all! Englishwoman Jane Muscroft 
of Queen’s Cuisine will delight us 
in demonstrating how to prepare 
a selection of finger sandwiches, 
scones with clotted cream, pasties, 
and desserts as enjoyed in Edwardian 
Britain. Whether you fancy yourself the 
Earl of Grantham or Lady Mary, you’ll 
adore sampling these tasty treats. Do 
as the Dowager Countess says, and 
take this class! After all, she’s never 
wrong.

Saturdays, March 22 or April 5
10 a.m. to noon
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jane Muscroft, Queen’s Cuisine

Strange Name, Great 
Taste (MBG) 
Toad-in-the-hole, bubble and squeak, 
spotted dick?! British cuisine is chock 
full of odd titles that provoke fits of 
giggling…But what exactly are these 
linguistic delights? And how can you 
make them to serve to your family and 
friends? British Chef Jane Muscroft of 
Queen’s Cuisine demonstrates how to 
make these culinary treats and sample 
a bit before you go home ready to 
make them yourself!

Tuesday, April 15
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jane Muscroft, Queen’s Cuisine

Stir-Crazy (MBG) 
What’s the secret to a perfect stir-
fry? Chinese-American Chef Theresa 
Liu will emphasize basic stir-fry skills 
while cooking sweet and sour pork, 
cashew chicken, Mongolian beef, and 
snow peas with water chestnuts. Taste 
a savory bite of each recipe in this 
class and enjoy Theresa’s anecdotes 
about her Chinese roots!

Tuesday, June 10
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Theresa Liu

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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GREEN LIVING
Recycling 101  
(MBG)
Did you know the top five things 
that go to a landfill can either be 
recycled or composted? Through 
guest speakers and recycling 
and composting demonstrations, 
participants will gain a deeper 
understanding of key concepts 
as they walk through the entire 
process of recycling, including how 
materials are recovered to produce 
new products for the shelves. This 
program is supported by funding from 
the St. Louis–Jefferson Solid Waste 
Management District.

Thursday, April 3
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$20 members; $24 nonmembers
Commerce Bank Education Center, Room 

126
Katherine Golden

Field Trip: Where is “Away”—
Leaving for the Landfill (MBG)
In this popular adult outing, we’ll take 
a trip to see where it actually goes 
when you throw your trash “away.” 
We’ll tour a local landfill and see one 
of the biggest compost heaps in town. 
Please arrive ready for your adventure, 
dressed for the weather in closed-toed 
shoes. This program is supported by 
funding from the St. Louis–Jefferson 
Solid Waste Management District.

Thursday, April 17
3:30 to 6 p.m.
$25 members; $30 nonmembers
Meet in Commerce Bank Education Center 

Lobby
Katherine Golden

Mangia: Making 
Sausage (MBG) 
Learn the art of fresh sausage making 
with James Bonsanti from Mangia 
on South Grand. You will learn how 
to make chicken apple sausage with 
a side of apple red cabbage slaw, as 
well as their famous Italian sausage 
with a side of potato pancake and red 
onion jam. Sample these wonderful 
dishes and take home the recipes just 
in time for the Memorial Day weekend.

Wednesday, May 21
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
James Bonsanti, Mangia Restaurant

Composting 
Completely (MBG)
Interested in composting, but don’t 
know where to start? This class is 
for you! We’ll discuss composting 
basics, bin design, frequently asked 
questions, and more. Participants 
will walk away with their own kitchen 
compost waste collector to store 
scraps until they are ready to transfer 
to their compost systems, along with 
the knowledge they need to construct 
their own home composting system. 
This program is supported by funding 
from the St. Louis–Jefferson Solid 
Waste Management District. 

Thursday, May 8
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Commerce Bank Education Center,  

Room 126
Katherine Golden

LIVING LOCAL

Cooking with Urban Eats
Eating seasonal, locally sourced 
food is an appetizing adventure 
that contributes to the community 
in countless ways!  Join co-owner 
Caya Aufiero as she demonstrates 
how to cook seasonal recipes in 
spring and summer.  Urban Eats 
Café is a south St. Louis social 
enterprise dedicated to urban 
revitalization, healthy living, and 
community that serves tasty, 
healthy foods with an ethnic twist; 
made fast and customized to your 
individual taste and pocketbook.  
Get a taste of Dutchtown’s treasure 
in this wonderful cooking class at 
the Garden!

$37 members; $43 nonmembers
7 to 9 p.m.
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Caya Aufiero

Spring Season
Wednesday, April 2 

Summer Season
Monday, July 21

NEW!

NEW!
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NEW!
Weather Spotter (MBG) 
Learn the basic tools you need to 
become a severe weather spotter for 
the National Weather Service (NWS.) 
Starting with a blue sky, individuals 
are taught the basics of thunderstorm 
development, storm structure, what 
features to look for, and where to 
find them. What and how to report 
information and basic severe weather 
safety are also covered. This multi-
media presentation is appropriate 
for public service personnel as well 
as those interested in learning more 
about St. Louis weather.

Tuesday, March 11
6:30 to 9 p.m.
Free
Ridgway Visitor Center Theater
James Kramper

FrogWatch USA (SNR)
FrogWatch USA™ is a long-term 
citizen science monitoring program of 
frogs and toads. As a volunteer-based 
monitoring program, FrogWatch 
USA™ gives citizens across the 
country an opportunity to be directly 
involved in gathering information that 
can ultimately lead to practical and 
workable ways to stop amphibian 
decline. You do not have to be a frog 
or toad expert to be a FrogWatch 
USA™ volunteer. All you need is 
an interest in frogs and toads and 
a willingness to participate in this 
volunteer training session. 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Free
Carriage House
Rachel Weller
Friday, March 14
or
Monday, April 21
or 
Friday, April 25
or
Monday, May 19

Purple Martins—Aerial 
Acrobats of the Sky  
(MBG) 
Bring purple martins into your garden 
this spring. Jim Miller will highlight 
their basic natural history and biology, 
give you tips for establishing your own 
colony, and offer ideas for managing 
them. He will show you samples of 
housing to discuss and see as he 
shares his experience with the purple 
martin colony at the Garden.

Thursday, March 20
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
James Miller

Basics of Birding (MBG) 
If you enjoy the outdoors and want to 
learn more about finding, observing, 
and identifying birds, this course is 
for you. Though primarily aimed at 
beginners, it can also be a refresher 
course for students who have had 
some experience. The 4 evening 
classes will be devoted mainly to 
learning the local birds, including 
songs and calls, as well as visual 
marks. Some time will also be spent 
discussing field guides, binoculars, 
organizations, and where to go 
birding around St. Louis. The field 
trips will visit several good areas 
with a great diversity of spring birds. 
You will be responsible for your own 
transportation and lunch, and you 
should expect hikes of up to 2 miles.

4 Mondays: March 31; April 7, 14, 21 
7 to 9 p.m.
2 field trips: Sunday April 13 and Saturday 

April 26, approximately 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Garden Room
William Rowe

Bluebells Abound! (SNR)
In the Reserve’s Meramec River 
bottomland, a sea of Virginia bluebells 
blooms each spring. They are off 
the beaten path, but we will provide 
guides and transportation on Shaw 
Nature Reserve’s Wilderness Wagon 
to get you as close as possible. You 
will still have to walk 1/4 to 1 mile 
depending on road conditions. Wear 
sturdy shoes. A sweet treat follows 
your hike.

Thursday, April 3
12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
$8 members; $10 nonmembers
Meet at the SNR Visitor Center
Helen McCallie

Wildflower Identification 
and Ecology (SNR)
This course will focus on identification, 
relationships, and habitats of 
wildflowers and native grasses of the 
season. Beginners, as well as serious 
students of wildflowers, will increase 
their knowledge and appreciation of 
the rich floral diversity of the Nature 
Reserve’s woods, prairie, and wetland. 
Come ready for moderate hiking with 
notebook in hand! Sign up for any or 
all classes. Price per class.

Saturdays, April 5, 26; May 17; June 28; 
8 a.m. to noon
or
Saturdays July 12 or August 23
8 to 11 a.m.
$16 members; $20 nonmembers
Meet at the Visitor Center
Dr. James Trager

NATURE STUDY
Spring Wildflower Walk (SNR)
Join these informal, educational walks 
through the colorful spring season. 
The Nature Reserve’s excellent trail 
system, winding through upland and 
bottomland forest, is an ideal place to 
enjoy ephemeral spring wildflowers 
and other natural wonders. Past 
participants have found that bringing 
a picnic lunch can be a worthwhile 
treat to enjoy after the walk (optional). 
Registration encouraged. Walk-ins 
welcome. Price per class.

Wednesdays, April 8, 15, 22; May 6, 13, 20
9:30 a.m. to noon
$6 members; $8 nonmembers
Meet at the Visitor Center
Dick and Susie Russell with Dr. James Trager

Morning Bird Walk (SNR)
This early morning walk during the 
height of spring migration is designed 
to help you see many bird species at 
Shaw Nature Reserve. This walk is for 
those who have a basic knowledge 
of local birds and are comfortable 
using their own binoculars. Bring 
binoculars, be prepared to hike a few 
miles over uneven ground, and dress 
for the weather. Come to one or all 
of the walks; each will be different. 
Registration encouraged. Walk-ins 
welcome.

Wednesdays, April 16, 23, 30
8 to 10:30 a.m.
Included with admission
Meet at the Visitor Center
Don Hays
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Families check out Canopy 
Climb I and Canopy Climb II
in Youth and Family 
on pages 57-58.

Evening Canopy Climb 
“The world rests in the night. Trees, 
mountains, fields, and faces…Each 
thing creeps back into its own nature 
within the shelter of the dark…Our 
souls come out to play.” This quote 
from Irish poet John O’Donohue 
captures the spirit of this special 
program, back by popular demand. 
Whether for a unique date night 
or solo experience, this 2-hour 
evening class introduces you to the 
extraordinary, diverse world of trees 
and forests, while teaching you the 
basics of tree-climbing mechanics 
including techniques, balance, and 
safety. Throughout the session, you’ll 
have the opportunity to ascend and 
descend multiple times, exploring 
different parts of the tree’s structure 
and canopy. Taking in the view from 
above has been described by past 
climbers as unforgettable! This course 
is designed for first-time climbers. 
Register early as spots are limited. 
Special offer for groups: Register an 
entire session (12 climbers) and each 
climber receives the member rate. 
Price is per climber.

6 to 8 p.m.
$35 members; $43 nonmembers
Jon Richard and Vertical Voyages team

(MBG) 
Meet at climb site; see map on 
confirmation

Friday, April 25 or Saturday, April 26 
Friday, May 9 or Saturday, May 10
Friday, June 13 or Saturday, June 14

(SNR) 
Meet at SNR’s Bascom House

Saturday, April 12 or Saturday, May 17 or 
Saturday, June 21

Fly Fishing for 
Beginners (SNR)
For ages 16 and up. Join members of 
the Ozark Fly Fishers for one of these 
beginner classes. Learn about the 
equipment needed to get started and 
basic fly-tying and rod-casting skills. 
Practice catch and release at Pinetum 
Lake where fishing is not normally 
allowed. All fishing equipment is 
provided. Bring a hat, sunscreen, and 
eye protection (such as sunglasses).

Sunday, April 27 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
or 
1 to 5 p.m.
$20 members; $24 nonmembers
Carriage House
Ozark Fly Fishers

Neighborhood 
Nature: Designing for 
Biodiversity (MBG) 
Create a habitat for wonderful song 
birds and nectar-loving butterflies 
to share with your children or 
grandchildren. Cindy will explain how 
to grow plants both native and non-
native that are beneficial for wildlife 
in both shady and sunny locations. 
Your garden will come alive with the 
movement of your “visitors.”

Thursday, May 8
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Cindy Gilberg

Neighborhood Nature: The 
Garden Seen though  
Wild Eyes (MBG) 
The Garden is an oasis from the 
concrete and clatter of city life—
and not just for human beings. Led 
by author and wildlife biologist Dr. 
Kieran Lindsey, this after-hours urban 
safari introduces you to the creatures 
that live here, and explains why the 
curb appeal of a home in the city or 
suburbs is impossible for many wildlife 
species to resist. Bring binoculars 
and wear comfortable shoes for this 
relaxed-paced walking tour. 

Thursday, May 15
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Dr. Kieran Lindsey

Missouri’s Wild Mushrooms: 
Hunting, Identifying, 
and Cooking (SNR)
Have you ever been out in the woods 
and wondered if that mushroom was 
edible? In this class you will learn to 
identify a few common poisonous 
mushrooms and lots of edibles—first 
in the classroom and then in the field. 
Wear appropriate clothing and be 
prepared to walk a couple of miles 
over uneven ground. This class will be 
taught by Maxine Stone, the author 
of Missouri’s Wild Mushrooms, which 
is an excellent field guide published 
by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

Saturday, May 17
1 to 4 p.m.
$20 members; $24 nonmembers
Carriage House
Maxine Stone

Wild Edibles (SNR)
Learn to identify some of the common 
seasonal wild edibles that you can 
find in Missouri. This class will include 
safety tips for foraging plants, keys 
to identification, and a hike to let you 
practice identifying wild edibles in 
their environment. You will have the 
opportunity to sample a variety of raw 
and prepared wild foods.

Sunday, May 18
Noon to 3 p.m.
$20 members; $24 nonmembers
Carriage House
Dr. Catrina Adams

Discover Nature: Arrows 
to Edibles (SNR)
For women ages 18 and older. Have 
you ever wanted to learn which plants 
in your neighborhood are edible? 
Do you have an interest in archery? 
If so, we have a great class for you. 
Our “Arrows to Edibles” class is 
designed to introduce participants 
to wild edibles and archery in a 
safe and welcoming environment. 
Instruction will be provided by 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
personnel and Shaw Nature Reserve 
Staff.

Saturday, June 14
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$35 members; $42 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Conrad Mallady and Nancy Snider, MDC and 

SNR staff and Dr. Catrina Adams

NEW!

NEW!
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Outdoor Skills  
Series (SNR)
For ages 16 and up. This is a 
year-round series of indoor/outdoor 
classes at Shaw Nature Reserve. 
Each month we will focus on an 
outdoor hobby or skill and learn 
about which plants are in bloom or 
what wildlife watching is available 
at that time of year. This is a great 
way to explore the great outdoors 
with other nature enthusiasts, 
expand your current knowledge, 
and practice outdoor skills. Bring 
your questions and share your 
experiences. Price is per class. 

$3 members; $5 nonmembers
Meet at the SNR Visitor Center
Rachel Weller

Hiking 101 
This beginner-level class will 
teach you about different hiking 
equipment, types of trails in 
Missouri, safety, and what to 
pack. We will hike different types 
of trails here to help you get 
comfortable hiking; each time we 
will visit a new area to show you 
a new trail and what’s in bloom. 
Come as many times as you like! 
Wednesday, March 19 or Monday, April 7
10 a.m. to noon
or
Tuesday, July 8 or Wednesday, August 27
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Birding 101 
Learn the basics before heading 
out on our Bird Hikes. This 
beginner-level class will help 
you learn about the equipment 
needed for birding, review skills 
such as bird identification and 
bird calls, and provide time to 
practice birding on several trails 
as well as along the Meramec 
River. Bring your own binoculars. 
Come as many times as you like! 
Walk-ins welcome for this class. 
Tuesday, April 1 or Friday, April 11 or 

Monday, April 28
10 a.m. to noon

Soil Science Made Easy 
Soil is the skin of the earth. Can 
you think of anything on earth not 
connected to soil? Do we treat 
our soil like dirt? This introductory 
class covers the major soil 
components, soil texture, soil 
structure, soil management for 
your home and community, soil 
biology, and the magic of soil. 
Includes indoor demonstrations 
and outdoor activities. We will 
take soil samples at Shaw Nature 
Reserve to determine soil texture, 
identify soil horizons, and learn 
about soil formation. Participants 
may bring a small sample of soil 
from their home garden or yard to 
determine the soil texture. 
Friday, May 16 
10 a.m. to noon
or
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
or
Tuesday, August 5
10 a.m. to noon

Backyard Conservation 
Many plants and animals that call 
the Nature Reserve their home 
wouldn’t be here without our 
help. We will show you how we 
restored our prairies, glades, and 
woodland and hike to some of 
these areas to give you ideas for 
conserving native species in your 
back yard. 
Fridays, May 30 or August 1 or August 15
7 to 9 p.m.

Inside Look at Shaw 
Nature Reserve (SNR)
Shaw Nature Reserve staff and 
volunteers will share the history 
of the Nature Reserve with you 
through pictures or take you on a 
tour around the property or behind 
the scenes in our historic buildings. 

Wilderness Wagon Tour
Climb aboard the Wilderness Wagon 
for a 3-mile tour around Shaw 
Nature Reserve’s main loop road. 
The tour will inform you about the 
history of the property and how it 
has changed through the years from 
the Gray Summit Extension, to The 
Arboretum, and finally to today’s 
Shaw Nature Reserve. Our long-time 
volunteers will narrate the tour to 
share our history.
Thursday, May 8
10 a.m. to noon 
$3 members; $5 nonmembers
Meet at the SNR Visitor Center
Shaw Nature Reserve Volunteers

Whitmire Wildflower Garden 
History and Tour
Join Scott Woodbury, who oversees 
the Whitmire Wildflower Garden, 
as he takes you on a tour and 
shares the history of how this 
demonstration garden came to be.
Thursday, July 31
10 a.m. to noon 
$3 members; $5 nonmembers
Carriage House
Scott Woodbury

NEW!
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Stay Strong, Stay 
Healthy (MBG)
Enjoy the beauty of the Garden during 
this 10-week introduction to strength 
training. Light weights will be used 
to increase strength and improve 
balance. Weather permitting, the 
program may take place outdoors 
in the Garden. Please complete and 
bring participant information forms to 
the first scheduled class.

10 Wednesdays: March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30; May 7

10 to 11 a.m.
$54 members; $64 nonmembers
Garden Room
Mary Wissman MS, RD, LD

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy- 
Advanced (MBG)
Enjoy the beauty of the Garden during 
this 10-week introduction to strength 
training. This program will build on 
the fitness base acquired from the 
beginning “Stay Strong, Stay Healthy” 
class, adding new and more complex 
exercises. Light weights will be used 
to increase strength and improve 
balance. Weather permitting, the 
program may take place outdoors 
in the Garden. Please complete and 
bring participant information forms to 
the first scheduled class.

10 Wednesdays: March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30; May 7

11 a.m. to noon
$54 members; $64 nonmembers
Garden Room
Mary Wissman MS, RD, LD

Trail Social Run (SNR)
These runs introduce you to plants, 
animals, and trails at the Reserve 
while enjoying the company of other 
runners. After attending a run you will 
have a better knowledge of the area. 
Route is between 3 and 7 miles. All 
paces welcome. Weather dependent. 
Maps available upon request. 
Saturday runs will be posted on the 
Shaw Nature Reserve Facebook. 
Registration encouraged; walk-ins 
welcome. 

Thursdays in March, April, and May and 
Saturdays, April 12 and May 17

8 to 9:30 a.m.
Price included with admission
Meet at the Visitor Center
Rachel Weller

Wednesday Walkers (SNR)
Each Wednesday, sign in at the Visitor 
Center, grab a map, and then gather 
nearby to meet the other Wednesday 
Walkers. Each walk will average 3 
miles, allowing time to stop, look, 
listen, and converse. At the end of 
9 weeks you will have hiked most 
of Shaw Nature Reserve’s trails and 
made new friends. The final walk 
is called “Reward Wednesday” 
and includes a potluck gathering. 
Registration encouraged; walk-ins 
welcome.

Wednesdays in April and May
10 to 11:30 a.m.
Price included with admission
Meet at the Visitor Center
Rachel Weller

Basic Kayak  
Course (SNR)
For ages 16 and up. Paddling is 
good for the mind and the body! 
This 2-hour course will get you 
started on a lifetime of paddling 
enjoyment. Topics will include 
entering and exiting the kayak, 
basic paddling strokes, basic 
steering techniques, and safety. 
Enjoy the landscape of our historic 
Pinetum Lake as you learn or 
practice paddling. In partnership 
with the Alpine Shop. To register 
go to: www.alpineshop.com/info/
calendar

Sunday, July 13 or Sunday, August 17
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
or
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
$45 members and nonmembers 
Meet at Pinetum Lake; Follow signs from 

Visitor Center
The Alpine Shop Instructors

NEW!
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FITNESS WALK 
(MBG)
Many of us miss the beautiful, ever-
changing seasonal blooms in the 
Garden. Join us on a once-a-month 
walk with a focus on fitness as we 
journey through the Garden. Dress 
for the weather and wear your 
walking shoes. Bring a water bottle 
to keep you hydrated. This walk fills 
quickly; pre-registration is required. 
Price per class.

10 to 11 a.m.
$6 members; $7 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center Ticket 

Counter
Donald Frisch

Early Spring
Monday, March 17

April Flowers 
Monday, April 14

May Flowers 
Monday, May 12

Garden Yoga—Beyond 
the Basics (MBG)
Experience yoga in the beautiful 
outdoor setting of the Garden! This 
class is designed for those with 
basic yoga experience and will focus 
on fundamental and intermediate 
postures, alignment, breathing, and 
relaxation techniques. All levels of 
experience welcome as we strengthen 
the body, create stability and flexibility, 
and bring peace to the mind. Class 
offers physical challenges while 
recharging your mind and spirit.

6 Saturdays: May 31; June 
7, 14, 21, 28; July 5

9 to 10:15 a.m.
$96 members; $115 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Ticket 

Counter/Garden Grounds
Meg Hoester

Social Bike Ride (SNR)
This ride will introduce you to plants, 
animals, and trails at the Reserve 
while enjoying the company of others. 
We will travel roughly 3 miles, view 
what is currently in bloom, and 
afterwards, you will have a better 
knowledge of the area. Bring your bike 
and helmet. The route will take us on 
the gravel roads similar to the Katy 
Trail. All levels welcome. Come as 
many times as you want! Registration 
encouraged; walk-ins welcome.

Fridays, April 4, May 23, June 6, and August 
8; Thursday, July 24 and Monday, July 28

9 to 10:30 a.m.
Price included with admission
Meet at the Visitor Center
Rachel Weller

Healing Grief in Nature (SNR)
This 1-day retreat explores the healing 
that comes from examining grief in 
natural settings such as Shaw Nature 
Reserve. By exploring grief and 
nature, as well as the nature of grief, 
you’ll learn concepts and techniques 
that help you to better cope and 
integrate the grief experience into 
your daily lives. The goal is to 
promote healing and a greater sense 
of well-being. This class will be led 
by author and counselor Thomas 
Nadelin who has been working in grief, 
bereavement, and hospice for over 15 
years. Lunch is provided.

Saturday, April 26
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
$50 members; $60 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Thomas Nadelin

Meditations in the 
Garden (MBG)
Explore the treasures of the Garden 
through the senses during this 4-week 
program. Learn mindful meditations 
to explore the Garden through its 
sounds, sights, textures, and smells. 
Practice progressive relaxation and 
breathing exercises to help clear the 
mind of its chatter. Cultivate inner 
peace, restore emotional balance, 
and deepen your connection to the 
beauty of nature. Weather permitting, 
class will be outdoors. Please dress 
for outdoor comfort. Moderate walking 
required. Any classes cancelled due 
to weather will be made up June 6th 
or 13th.

4 Fridays: May 9, 16, 23, 30. Back-up rain 
dates are June 6 and 13.

9:30 to 11 a.m.
$75 members; $90 nonmembers
Garden Room
Rhonda Leifheit

Vinyasa Flow Yoga at Shaw 
Nature Reserve (SNR)
For adults only. A class for all fitness 
levels. We will concentrate on 
connecting the Ujjayi breath as you 
flow from one movement to the next. 
Bring awareness to the present as 
you release tension and anxiety with 
every exhale. Build strength, stamina, 
and increase your flexibility. Practicing 
yoga in this serene, natural setting will 
help you to become a more focused, 
relaxed, and happier you. Classes will 
be held in the Carriage House (which 
overlooks the Whitmire Wildflower 
Garden).

6 consecutive Tuesdays: May 27; June 
3,10,17, 24; July 1

6 to 7 p.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Carriage House
Barbie Benetin



5352 To register go to www.mobot.org/classes To register go to www.mobot.org/classes

A
G

E
S
 6 A

N
D

 U
N

D
E

R

H
E

A
L
T

H
Y

 A
N

D
 W

E
L
L
N

E
S
S

AGES 6 AND UNDER
Strollerobics (MBG)
Work out at the Garden with trained 
fitness instructors! Strollerobics is 
a fun, 8-week workout for all fitness 
levels. Participants push strollers 
along the Garden’s mostly flat paths, 
stopping to do cardio and toning 
exercises. Your children will enjoy 
the Garden’s sights and sounds 
while you get a great workout and 
socialize with other parents!

$52 members; $62 nonmembers
Garden Grounds
MBG Staff

Tuesday Evenings 
8 Tuesdays: April 1, 8, 15, 22, 

29; May 6, 13, 20
6 to 7 p.m.

Thursday Mornings 
8 Thursdays: April 3, 10, 17, 

24; May 1, 8, 15, 22
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Friday Mornings 
8 Fridays: April 4, 11, 18, 25; May 2, 9, 16, 23
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Little Sprouts—Spring (MBG) 
For ages 2 to 3. Learn about plants 
and nature with your toddler during 
this 7-week series. Each session 
includes indoor, hands-on activities, 
songs, stories, snacks, and a walk in 
the Garden. This spring we will visit a 
special garden each week, including 
the Climatron, Scented Garden, 
Kemper Vegetable Garden, and Prairie 
Garden. Price per child. One adult per 
child please.

10 to 11:30 a.m.
$105 members; $126 nonmembers
Botanical Room/Garden Grounds
Kelly Wehrheim

Monday Series 
7 Mondays: April 7, 14, 21, 28; May 5, 12, 19

Tuesday Series
7 Tuesdays: April 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 20

Wednesday Series 
7 Wednesday: April 9, 16, 23, 30; May 7, 14, 

21

Little Sprouts—
Summer (MBG)
For ages 2 to 3. Learn about plants 
and nature with your toddler during 
this 4-week series. 
Each session includes indoor, hands-
on activities, songs, stories, snacks, 
and a walk in the Garden. This 
summer we will use our senses to 
explore a new part of the Garden each 
week. Price per child. One adult per 
child please.

10 to 11:30 a.m.
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Botanical Room/Garden Grounds
Kelly Wehrheim

Monday Series 
4 Mondays: June 2, 9, 16, 23

Tuesday Series 
4 Tuesdays: June 3, 10, 17, 24

Wednesday Series 
4 Wednesdays: June 4, 11, 18, 25

YOUTH AND FAMILY
Note: Shaw Nature Reserve pass holders receive member rate for all Reserve classes.

Childhood is a matter of days. Which ones will your little one remember? 

They whisk by, the early years of a person. All too soon, they ask for the keys 
and set out on their own. But what are the little ones in your life doing today? 
Right now? Likely they are playing, experimenting, looking under things, maybe 
digging, smelling, touching, wandering, and wondering. The youngest among us 
are born naturalists; they love the living world and they’re really, really curious 
about it. 

As parents and caregivers, how can we best cultivate that curiosity? Family life 
is often fast-paced and jam-packed, with little time to smell the roses. Or is it? 

Introducing the Missouri Botanical Garden’s “Little Years” series, designed for 
busy, modern parents with children ranging from ages 2 to 5. Featuring expertly 
designed parent-and-child experiences at three St. Louis-area sites—Missouri 
Botanical Garden, Butterfly House, and Shaw Nature Reserve—this series 
places the focus squarely on your child, you, and the wonders of nature while 
preparing your child for preschool and kindergarten. Your child will learn and 
put into practice skills such as taking turns, listening to the teacher and their 
friends, sharing, making choices, following routines, and class rules, all while 
providing an opportunity for your child to gain independence and interact with 
other children. 
 
• Little Sprouts (ages 2-3)—Missouri Botanical Garden
• Little Bugs (ages 2-4)—Butterfly House
• Little Nature Explorers (ages 3-5)—Shaw Nature Reserve

While distinct in themes and activities, all classes in the “Little” series share 
common traits such as quality parent-and-child interaction, hands-on creating, 
active time outdoors, and take-home ideas and inspiration to extend learning.
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Little Bugs (BH)
For ages 2 to 4. Bring your child to 
learn about butterflies and create a 
unique work of art together. The class 
meets weekly for 6 weeks, and each 
week we will learn about a different 
insect. Each session includes hands-
on crafts, a snack, a story, and a walk 
through the butterflies. When the 
weather allows, we will walk outside 
as well. Price per child. One adult per 
child please.

10 to 11 a.m.
$90 members; $108 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Chris Hartley

Monday Series
6 Mondays: March 31; April 7, 14, 21, 28; 

May 5

Thursday Series 
6 Thursdays: April 3, 10, 17, 24; May 1, 8

Little Nature Explorers (SNR)
For ages 3 to 5. Little Nature 
Explorers classes are an excellent way 
to help prepare your child for pre-
school or kindergarten! Each class 
will include multiple hands-on indoor 
and outdoor activities designed to 
strengthen your child’s connection to 
the outdoor world around them. Each 
month participants will learn about the 
different plants and animal that make 
the Nature Reserve their home. You 
are welcome to bring a snack for you 
and your child. Price per child.One 
adult per child please.

9:30 to 11 a.m.
$42 members; $50 nonmembers
Carriage House
Karen Bryan

Monday Series 
3 Mondays: April 7; May 5; June 2 

Tuesday Series
3 Tuesdays: April 8; May 6; June 3 

Garden Buds—Spring (MBG) 
For ages 4 to 6. Discover the amazing 
world of plants with your preschooler 
in Garden Buds! 
Price per child. One adult per child 
please. Register by March 3 for three 
or more Garden Buds classes and 
your child will receive a free t-shirt and 
surprise gift! Price per class.

10 to 11:30 a.m.
$16 members; $19 nonmembers
Botanical Room/Garden Grounds
Kelly Wehrheim

Tropical Treats 
Did you know that many of our 
yummy treats come from plants in 
the tropical rainforest? Come along 
as we explore in the Climatron and 
then make some of our very own 
delicious tropical treats! 
Thursday, March 6

A Walk in the Woods 
Spring comes to life in the 
Woodland Garden. Come along and 
see the woods wake up from winter. 
We’ll learn about all the critters that 
call the woods their home, and why 
they think it is such a great place to 
live. 
Thursday, March 20

Sweet Spring Smells
What is that wonderful smell? 
Spring means new growth, flowers, 
rain, and sweet spring smells! We’ll 
use our senses as we explore all the 
signs of spring in the Garden, and 
make an aroma-filled craft to remind 
us of our visit. 
Thursday, March 27

The Giving Tree
Help us celebrate Earth Day and 
Arbor Day by discovering all the 
treasures we get from trees. We’ll 
eat tree treats and go on a short 
hike in search of trees. We will also 
learn different ways we can take 
care of trees and the environment. 
Thursday, April 10

Buzzing and Blooming 
Let’s discover why bees and flowers 
are such great friends! We’ll learn 
about pollination as we pretend to 
be bees and go on a flower hunt. 
Then we’ll pot some flowers to take 
home. 
Thursday, April 17

Veggie Tales 
Every vegetable has a story to tell! 
Join us as we see how different 
vegetables grow, create some 
veggie art, and sample a garden 
buffet. 
Thursday, May 22

Garden Buds—Summer 
Saturdays (MBG) 
For ages 4 to 6. Discover the amazing 
world of plants with your preschooler 
in Garden Buds! Price per child. One 
adult per child please. Register by 
May 16 for three or more Garden Buds 
Summer Saturday classes and your 
child will receive a free t-shirt and 
surprise gift! Price per class.

$16 members; $19 nonmembers
MBG Education Staff

Search for Secrets…. 
...hiding in the vegetable garden. 
Join us as we explore and see 
what’s lurking around and the 
important role they play in this 
garden. Plant a yummy vegetable to 
take home. 
Saturday, June 7
10 to 11:30 a.m.
or
1 to 2:30 p.m.
*Class will be held in the Summer Plant 

House at the Center for Home Gardening

A Gnome Home/Fairy Garden 
Back by popular demand! After 
a visit to the English Woodland 
Garden we will each create our own 
tiny container garden to take home. 
Let your imagination soar as you 
design your tiny treasure. 
Saturday, June 14
10 to 11:30 a.m.
or
1 to 2:30 p.m.
Botanical Room/Garden Grounds

The Butterfly Garden
Did you know that butterflies are 
very important pollinators in the 
Garden? Join us as we go in search 
of these “winged jewels.” Plant a 
butterfly-attracting plant to take 
home. 
Saturday, June 21
10 to 11:30 a.m.
Beaumont Room/Garden Grounds

The Old Man in the Sand 
Have you ever seen an “Old Man,” a 
Prickly Pear, or a “Panda” growing 
in the Garden? Learn about the 
fascinating world of cacti and 
succulents. Plant a fun cactus to 
take home. Price includes one child 
and one adult. 
Saturday, July 12
10 to 11:30 a.m.
Beaumont Room/Garden Grounds
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NEW!

FAMILY PROGRAMMING

Canopy Climb I: 
Learning the Ropes 
For adults and/or families with 
children ages 8 and older. Whether 
you’re an adventurous adult, a 
family of active explorers, or anyone 
over age 8 who loves climbing and 
trees, this experience is a must-
do. Past participants rave about 
the unforgettable birds-eye view, 
an inspiring new perspective on 
trees, and the sense of personal 
accomplishment, among other 
take-away benefits. In this 2-hour 
experience, expert instructors will 
introduce you to the extraordinary, 
diverse world of trees, while teaching 
you the basics of tree-climbing 
mechanics including techniques, 
balance, and safety. Throughout the 
session, you’ll have the opportunity to 
ascend and descend multiple times, 
exploring different parts of the tree’s 
structure and canopy. This course 
is designed for first-time climbers. 
Register early, as spots are limited. 
Special offer for groups: Register an 
entire session (12 climbers) and each 
climber receives the member rate. 
Price is per climber.

$35 members; $43 nonmembers
Meet at climb site; see map. 
Jon Richard and Vertical Voyages team

MBG 
Saturday, April 26 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
or
Sunday, April 27
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.

Saturday, May 10
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
or
Sunday, May 11
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.

Saturday, June 14
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
or 
Sunday, June 15
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.

SNR
Saturday, April 12
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
or 
Sunday, April 13
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.

Saturday, May 17
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
or
Sunday, May 18
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.

Saturday, June 21
12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
or
Sunday, June 22
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.

Great Green 
Adventures (MBG)
For ages 6 to 12. Sign up now or just 
drop-in to explore a special area of the 
Garden. Price per child; three children 
per adult.

10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
or
1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Free for members; $3 for nonmembers with 

Garden admission
Meet at Doris I. Schnuck Children’s Garden 

Ticket Fort
Kelly Wehrheim

Spring has sprung
We’ll search for the first signs of 
spring as much of the Garden starts 
to wake up.
Saturday, March 15

Exploring the Chinese Garden 
Tucked away from view, the Chinese 
Garden may be easy to pass by, but 
this special garden is well worth the 
stop.
Saturday, April 19

Woodland Wonderland 
While investigating the English 
Woodland Garden we’ll search high 
and low for plants and animals that 
live in this garden.
Saturday, May 17

AGES 6 AND UP

Exploring Flowers 
Join us as we get an up-close look 
at flowers and all their parts in the 
classroom. Then we’ll take a walk 
outside to find these plant parts in 
the Garden. 
Saturday, July 19
10 to 11:30 a.m.
Garden Room/Garden Grounds

Watercolors in the Garden 
Join us as we use the Garden as 
the inspiration for our watercolor 
masterpieces. Create your 
watercolor pictures while being 
surrounded with flowers. 
Saturday, July 26
10 to 11:30 a.m.
or
1 to 2:30 p.m.
Botanical Room/Garden Grounds

Perfect Pollinators 
Join us as we search for bees, 
butterflies, and other pollinators and 
help celebrate their important role in 
the Garden.
Saturday, June 21

Celebrate Urban Birds 
Join us as we celebrate urban 
birds and learn about this Citizen 
Science project from Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology.
Saturday, July 19

Around The Pond 
Join us as we explore around the 
pond and find out what plants and 
animals call the pond their home.
Saturday, August 16

Learning Photography for 
Middle Schoolers (BH) 
For ages 10 to 13. Calling all 
middle schoolers with an interest 
in photography. Come learn the 
basics of photography and get tips 
on photographing butterflies and 
other insects. You will learn about 
composition, lighting, shutter speed, 
aperture (f-stops), depth of field, 
and other terminology important 

to understanding your camera. 
This course is appropriate for both 
beginning and intermediate students 
who want to learn new techniques and 
improve their pictures. Each student 
should bring a 35mm camera (no 
smart phones) to the class.

Monday, June 30
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$22 members; $28 nonmembers
Lopata Learning Lab
Chris Hartley
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Canopy Climb II: 
Exploring the Canopy
For adults and/or families with 
children ages 12 and older. 
Designed for those who want to 
strengthen and diversify their climbing 
skills, this 3-hour experience has a 
maximum of six climbers per session. 
In this advanced course, climbers 
will learn to climb more efficiently 
using foot-locking as opposed to 
using a foot-loop. Your instructor will 
demonstrate limb-walking, single-
line technique, and in-canopy rope 
advancement. Based on individual 
progress or abilities, climbers may 
experience all or some of these 
advanced techniques during this 
unforgettable, exclusive experience. 
While in the canopy alongside you, 
your instructor will also provide in-
depth information on tree biology/
physiology, forest ecology, and 
conservation efforts to protect forests 
close to home and around the world. 
Climbers must have taken “Canopy 
Climb I” or have climbed previously 
using double-rope technique. 
Climbers need to be in good physical 
condition. Register early, as spots are 
limited. Price is per climber.

9 a.m. to noon
$55 members; $68 nonmembers
Jon Richard and Vertical Voyages team

MBG 
Saturday, June 14
Meet at climb site; see map on confirmation 

SNR
Saturday, June 21
Meet at SNR’s Bascom House

Nature-Loving Families  
(MBG)
For families with kids ages 4 and 
older. Calling all Nature-Loving 
Families—come grow with us in 2014. 
Enjoy happy, healthy family time in the 
great outdoors!
Life doesn’t have to be rushed. It 
doesn’t have to be jam-packed with 
work, school, activities, lessons, 
events, and meetings. It really doesn’t. 
We invite all families to take a big, 
deep breath this year, preferably amid 
the wonders of nature. And our new 
series Nature-Loving Families makes 
it simple and easy for all. Designed for 
a diversity of families, this new series 
will meet multiple times throughout 
the year, featuring seasonal guided 
walks, hands-on crafts, citizen 
science experiences, and take-home 
activities. You will be encouraged 
to stop and smell the roses, literally. 
Or the Rhododendron maximum, or 
whatever’s in bloom. Parents will be 
encouraged to look under rocks and 
leaves and up into trees, modeling 
curiosity and fulfilling their role as their 
child’s first and best “guide to the 
outside.” Think of it as Mother Nature-
approved family time, no batteries 
required. Price per class. Price per 
person.

10 a.m. to noon
$8 members; $10 nonmembers
MBG Education staff

Discover St. Louis Birds 
Join us as we discover the 
wonderful world of birds. Learn 
about urban birds and how to be a 
citizen scientist in your own back 
yard, local park, or at the Garden.
Saturday, April 5
Spink Gallery/Garden Grounds

Buds and Blooms 
Explore nature’s details as we learn 
about plant parts and seasonal 
changes in plants. Together you’ll 
learn about Project Budburst and 
how to apply it in your own back 
yard, local park, or at the Garden.
Saturday, May 31
Botanical and Missouri Rooms/Garden 

Grounds

What’s all the buzz? 
Mason bees, honey bees, 
butterflies, and more. Learn about 
the many pollinators that visit our 
plants and the important role they 
play. Join us as we explore the 
Great Sunflower Project and see 
what the buzz is all about.
Saturday, August 2
Missouri and Botanical Room/Garden 

Grounds

Shaw Family 
Adventures (SNR)
For families with kids ages 3 and 
older. Join us for an adventure and 
get hands-on with nature! Each class 
includes outdoor activities for your 
family to learn together about the 
plants, animals, and outdoor skills at 
the Nature Reserve. Price per child. 
One adult per child please.

9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$3 members; $5 nonmembers
Check in at the SNR Visitor Center
Shaw Nature Reserve Staff

Hopping Around 
As spring arrives, the animals are 
out and about at Shaw Nature 
Reserve. We’ll take a hike to see 
what we can spy, use nets to 
explore what’s in the water, make a 
craft, hear a story, and play games 
along the way. 
Monday, March 3 or Tuesday, March 11

Clover Celebration 
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by 
spending the morning at Shaw 
Nature Reserve. We will hike to 
find shamrocks, build a home for 
a leprechaun, and find nature’s 
treasure to hide. 
Monday, March 17

Chicks, Ducklings, and Owlets 
We will peek in a bluebird nest box 
to see if chicks have hatched, learn 
how to use binoculars to take on our 
hike, hear a story, make a craft, and 
play games. 
Monday, April 14 or Thursday, April 24

Spring Scavenger Hunt
Who has hatched? What’s learning 
to sing? Springtime is here and 
we’re ready to find what’s out and 
about. We’ll explore newly hatched 
critters on the water’s edge and use 
small dip nets to try and catch what 
we find. On a short walk to the pond 
we will look for froglets, bunnies, 
rolly pollies, and more! 
Monday, May 12 or Friday, May 30

Creek Stomp 
Grab your creek shoes and come 
explore Brush Creek with us! We 
will see what kinds of critters live in 
the creek. If the water level at Brush 
Creek is too high or low, we will 
explore one of the Reserve’s ponds 
instead. Be prepared to walk roughly 
3/4 of a mile (round trip). 
Tuesday, June 10 or Monday, June 16 or 

Wednesday, June 25 or Friday, June 27

NEW!
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Fairy Houses 
Do fairies and other mythical 
creatures live at Shaw Nature 
Reserve? This program, based on 
the children’s book Fairy Houses 
by Tracy Kane, will shed some light 
on that question. Construct your 
own miniature house for a fairy, 
troll, gnome, or any other creature 
that may live in the woods at the 
Reserve. 
Wednesday, June 11 or Friday, June 20 or 

Monday, June 23

Letterboxing
Letterboxing combines hiking, 
treasure hunting, and creative 
expression into an activity that the 
whole family can enjoy. Join us as 
we seek out hidden letterboxes, 
following clues and recording our 
discoveries in a personal journal that 
we make. Learn how to discover 
other letterboxes hidden throughout 
the United States. 
Wednesday, June 18

Nature Navigators (SNR)
For families with kids ages 6 and 
older. Learn about nature with your 
family as we have fun outdoors! 
Each program involves an outdoor 
activity where we will use our senses 
to discover what’s around us as you 
master a skill.

Spring Peeper Musical 
The Nature Reserve’s wetland 
attracts thousands of frogs during 
the mating season. The thunderous 
chorus must be heard to be 
believed. Join a guide for this frantic 
frog festival of song and learn about 
the different frog calls. Email Helen.
McCallie@mobot.org (preferred) or 
call 636-451-3512 ext 6075 to be 
added to the email or call list. When 
the spring peepers start their song, 
you will be contacted. Expected 
time frame: February 15–March 31. 
7:30 to 9:15 p.m.
$5 members; $8 nonmembers
Check in at the Visitor Center
Helen McCallie

Get Muddy! Have Fun With Soil 
Soils are alive. Meet and play with 
living soil animals, paint a picture 
with soil, make mud, and touch 
quicksand. Discover what mud is, 
make different kinds of mud, and 
learn about the magic of soil texture 
and structure. Everything we eat, 
wear, or play with comes from soil. 
Can you think of anything on earth 
that is not connected to soil? Dig 
in to learn more about the ground 
beneath our feet. Participants 
may bring a small sample of soil 
from their home garden or yard to 
determine if it is clay, silt, sand, or 
loam. This class will also give you 
dirt-tastic ideas for science fair 
projects! Price per child. One adult 
per child please.
Tuesday, May 20
10 a.m. to noon
or
Saturday, August 16
10 a.m. to noon or 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$3 members; $5 nonmembers
Carriage House
Ross Braun

Mini Hiking with Rover for Families 
If you have wanted to bring your dog 
for Hiking with Rover in the past but 
didn’t know if you or your dog would 
be able to hike for 2 miles then this 
class is for you. Bring your favorite 
canine companion for a nice 1-hour 
hike led by a Shaw Nature Reserve 
staff. This is a rare opportunity to 
spend time with your four-legged 
friend at an area where dogs are not 
normally allowed. Your dog must 
be socialized (nice to all dogs and 
people), remain on a 6-foot leash at 
all times, and you must pick up and 
properly dispose of all waste. Hikes 
are on trails over rolling terrain. Price 
per person.
Sunday, June 1
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
$4 members; $6 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Karen Bryan

Insect Discovery
Come join professional entomologist 
Dr. James Trager as he leads us on 
a hike to explore the world of insects 
at Shaw Nature Reserve. Grab a net 
and see what you might sweep up! 
Get hands-on as we look in every 
nook and cranny. Experience a 
close-up view as we peer through 
leaves. Lure in the bugs with bait 
and learn all about these animals 
and their homes. Price per person. 
Nets provided.
Thursday, June 5
9 to 11 a.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Meet at the Visitor Center
Dr. James Trager

Kids’ First Time Fishing 
Fishing is not normally allowed 
at the Reserve, but the Missouri 
Department of Conservation is 
teaming up with Shaw Nature 
Reserve to provide a special 
fishing experience for first-time 
or young anglers (6 to 12 years 
old) wanting more experience. 
Equipment, bait, and assistance will 
be provided. Fishing is for kids only. 
Refreshments provided. Price per 
child. One adult per child please.
Saturday, June 7
9 to 11:30 a.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Pinetum Lake
Shaw Nature Reserve Staff and Missouri 

Department of Conservation Staff

Geocaching 
Geocaching is a free high-tech 
treasure hunt. We will teach you 
the rules, navigation basics, how to 
use a GPS unit to find the hidden 
caches, and practice finding a 
cache before you go out on the 
trail. Each month the course will 
be moved to a new trail for your 
family to explore. The class will be 
rescheduled if it rains. Price per 
child. One adult per child please. 
GPS units provided.
Monday, June 9 or Thursday, June 19 or 

Tuesday, July 22 or Wednesday, July 30 
5:30–7:30 p.m.
or 
Wednesday, July 30 or Wednesday, August 

6 or Monday, August 11 or Wednesday, 
August 13

9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$3 members; $5 nonmembers
Check in at the Visitor Center
Rachel Weller
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Full Moon Night Hike for Families 
Join us for this 2-hour stroll through 
evening and into the early night. 
The sun will set about 30 minutes 
after the hike starts, but the full 
moon should provide all the light 
needed to enjoy the sights, sounds, 
and smells of a summer evening at 
Shaw Nature Reserve. Participants 
will play a series of sensory-based 
games that test the senses. In 
addition, you’ll learn a bit about the 
various ecosystems of Shaw Nature 
Reserve. All else excluded, the sight 
of a full moon rising over acres of 
tallgrass prairie makes the journey 
to the Reserve worth the time spent. 
Price per person.
Thursday, June 12
8 to 10 p.m.
$5 members; $8 nonmembers
Check in at the Visitor Center
Stephen Bean

Nighttime River Trail Exploration
Climb aboard the Wilderness Wagon 
and we’ll travel to the Trail House 
where the evening’s adventure 
begins! Participants will learn about 
animals that are active during dusk 
as we hike down to the Meramec 
River gravel bar to explore and enjoy 
a campfire treat. Be prepared to hike 
up to 1.5 miles over uneven ground. 
Price per person.
Fridays, July 11 or July 25
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$6 members; $8 nonmembers
Meet at the Visitor Center
Lydia Toth and Rachel Weller

Nighttime Insect Discovery 
Explore the fascinating world of 
night-flying insects. Experience a 
close-up view and marvel at their 
diversity and adaptations as we 
lure these mysterious creatures 
with black lights. Come prepared 
for moderate hiking and wear dark 
clothing. Price per person.
Wednesday, August 27
8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Meet at the Visitor Center
Dr. James Trager

Fancy Tea with Mommy 
and Me (BH) 
For children age 3 and older. We are 
feeling fancy at the Butterfly House! 
Grab your favorite gal and join us 
for a tea party. We’ll be eating tasty 
treats and sipping delightful drinks! 
No party would be complete without 
some fabulous take-home favors. 
Learn about our beautiful and fancy 
butterflies at this “can’t miss” party. 
Reservations are required and space 
is limited. Price per person.

Sunday, May 4
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$10 child; $8 adult members; $12 child; $10 

adult nonmembers
Butterfly House
Butterfly House Staff

Firefly Festival (BH) 
For families with kids ages 6 and 
older. Our popular celebration of 
Earth’s living lanterns returns! Join 
us for firefly crafts, a firefly-themed 
snack, and firefly games. Then, 
experience the magical Conservatory 
glow walks where we light the inside 
of the Butterfly House with twinkling 
lights. Wrap up the evening by joining 
staff on an outdoor journey to see real 
fireflies. Please bring one flashlight per 
person. Price is per class.

Wednesdays, June 11 or June 18 or June 25
8 to 9:30 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Butterfly House
Butterfly House Staff

Breakfast with The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar (BH) 
Join The Very Hungry Caterpillar for 
brunch at the Butterfly House! You’ll 
be munching on a smorgasbord of 
all The Very Hungry Caterpillar’s 
favorite foods. Guests will meet live 
caterpillars and butterflies, listen to 
readings of Eric Carle’s book The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar, and explore 
our interactive Bug Stations. This 
special day will be captured by a 
souvenir photo with The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar! Space is limited and 
advanced reservations are required. 
Children 1 and younger free. Price per 
person. 

Friday, July 18 or Saturday, July 19
9 to 10 a.m.
$10 child; $8 adult members; $12 child $10 

adult nonmembers
Butterfly House
Butterfly House Staff

Bug Hunt (BH) 
For families with children ages 
2 and older. Explore the world 
of insects by going outside with 
them. Each child can play exciting 
games and complete crafts to take 
home. Adults will be able to pick up 
information on attracting butterflies 
to their gardens and building native 
bee houses. The actual bug hunts will 
be led by staff entomologists in the 
surrounding park land. Field sessions 
will be ongoing throughout the 
evening with staff on hand to identify 
bugs you catch. Price per person.

Saturday, July 19 
or 
Sunday, July 20
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Butterfly House
Butterfly House Staff

NEW!

NEW!
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Nature Journaling (MBG) 
For kids of all ages. How do your 
kids engage with nature? What do 
they see? Feel? Hear? Smell? One 
way to connect, create, and learn is 
by keeping a nature journal. Start your 
journaling adventures with us. Make 
your very own nature journal and take 
a guided trek through the Children’s 
Garden. We’ll capture what we see, 
hear, smell, and feel using simple 
journaling techniques. 

Tuesdays and Saturdays 11 a.m.
March 29 through November 2
Included in Children’s Garden admission
MBG Interpretation Staff 

Discover Nature 
Families (SNR)
For families with children of all 
ages. Stop by for a few minutes or 
an hour. No registration is required.
With support from the Missouri 
Department of Conservation.

9 a.m. to noon
Included with admission
Nature Explore Classroom

Awesome Amphibians 
Shaw Nature Reserve’s Teen 
Educators will be on hand to 
help your children learn about 
amphibians. Slippery, hopping, 
insect-eating, cold-blooded 
animals called amphibians are 
awesome! Test your frog-jumping 
ability, get a close-up look at 
a tadpole, and learn all about 
what makes these creatures 
amphibians. Stop by for a few 
minutes or an hour. 
Saturday, March 1
Volunteer Teen Educators 

Bugs, Worms, and 
Fungi, Oh My! 
Shaw Nature Reserve’s volunteer 
Teacher Naturalists will be on 
hand to help your child examine 
the inside of a rotting log. An 
amazing diversity of plants and 
critters such as ants, worms, 
moss, mushrooms, and more can 
be found in nearly any piece of 
fallen tree. Come check it out and 
see what you can find! 
Saturday, April 12
Volunteers Jim and Brenda Christ

DROP-IN FAMILY ACTIVITIES

Children’s Garden (MBG)
Calling all sprouts! Spring into action and connect with nature! Join us for 
another fun-filled season of discovery, exploration, and adventures into the 
wondrous world of plants. 

Open daily, March 29 through November 2
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Open late on Wednesdays 5 to 7 p.m., during Whitaker Music Festival 

Garden Members:
Free Tuesdays all day and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Family-level members and above get free admission every day.

St. Louis City/County Residents: 
Free on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon.

Save the Date! Opening Weekend!
Make plans to create, build, plant, and connect with nature during our fun-
filled opening weekend event Saturday, March 29 and Sunday, March 30 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Finn’s Friends! 
Do you like to jump in puddles? Sing along with bird songs? Have fun 
in the great outdoors? Hop in to the Children’s Garden this season and 
receive your official nature-lover, outdoor adventurer, and friend of Finn 
card. Get your Finn Friend card stamped each time you visit and you can 
earn rewards.

SPRING/SUMMER 2014

Germination Stations (MBG)
For kids of all ages. Ever wonder 
what life on the prairie was like? 
Why are bees so important? How 
far does your food really travel? 
Can your family really plant our own 
edible garden at home? Join us on a 
Missouri adventure as we dig deep 
into our connections with nature 
through making, creating, building, 
planting, and exploring these areas of 
the Children’s Garden this year.

Mondays: General Store 
Tuesdays: Edible Garden 
Wednesdays: Nature Explorer 
Thursdays: Wetlands 
Fridays: Pollination Station 
Saturdays: Edible Garden 
Sundays: Cave 
Daily 10 a.m. to noon
March 29 through November 2
Included with Children’s Garden admission
MBG Staff and Volunteers

Storytelling (MBG) 
For kids of all ages. Relax a while 
and enjoy a nature-themed story 
in the cozy story corner of Henry 
Shaw’s country home. 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 11 a.m.
March 29 through January 4, 2015
Tower Grove House
Included with Garden admission
MBG Interpretation Staff

Create with Nature (MBG) 
For kids of all ages. Invigorate your 
natural curiosities and explore your 
artistic side! Make, create, build, 
investigate, connect, and discover 
the marvels in nature using plant 
parts and everyday materials. 
Learn creative ways to plant your 
future at home or within your local 
community. 
Daily 4 p.m.
March 29 through January 4, 2015
Included with Garden admission
Brookings Interpretive Center
MBG Interpretation Staff 

Herbs and Heirlooms 
Tuesdays
Connect with some of the oldest 
friends of humankind: herbs. Explore 
the culinary, sensory, beauty, and 
uses for the herb featured each week. 
The first 100 participants will pot an 
herb to take home and receive a plant 
profile sheet with care tips and ways 
to use your new plant. 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. to noon
May 27 through August 26
Included with Garden admission
Herb Garden
Staff and St. Louis Herb Society
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Insect Keeper for 
a Day (BH) 
For ages 8 to 12. Students will get 
an opportunity to go behind the 
scenes and see what is involved in 
our animal care. Working alongside 
our entomology and education 
staff, students will assist with 
husbandry and general care of our 
animals and participate in animal 
handling and demonstrations for 
the public. This program will give 
students an understanding of the 
challenges and skills necessary for 
taking care of live arthropods. Each 
student will also get the chance to 
work closely with several arthropod 
species, including learning to 
handle some and present them 
to the public alongside a Butterfly 
House staff member. Each 
participant will receive a name 
badge, t-shirt, and mounted 
butterfly to take home. To schedule 
a date, please call 636-530-0076 
ext. 10

8 a.m. to noon
$100 members; $120 nonmembers
Butterfly House
Butterfly House Staff

Nature Explorer 
Overnight! (SNR)
For families with kids ages 4 to 10. 
Whether it’s your first overnight or 
your tenth time we have something 
fun for everyone! Check for frogs at 
the wetland, look for signs of spring, 
and go on a night hike as we discover 
and learn about the different plant and 
animals that call the Reserve home! 
If it’s your first overnight you will get 
to experience what it’s like to spend 
the night somewhere different. If you 
have been here many times you get to 
explore what’s new. The group will be 
split up for age appropriate activities 
for 4 to 6 year olds and 7 to10 year 
olds. Price per person. One adult per 
child please. 

Friday and Saturday, April 25 and 26
7 p.m. Friday to 11 a.m. Saturday
$50 members; $60 nonmembers
Dana Brown Overnight Center
Aileen Abbott and Karen Bryan

March Morpho Mania (BH) 
For families of all ages. Explore 
the beautiful Blue Morpho butterfly’s 
home as we transform our building 
into a rainforest. Experience the sights 
and sounds of the rainforest while you 
work on tropical themed crafts and 
play interactive games. Then, step 
into our Tropical Conservatory to see 
2,000 Blue Morphos in flight!

Weekends in March
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Included with admission
Butterfly House

Take A Shot! Youth 
Photography Overnight (SNR)
For families with kids ages 6 and 
older. As we hike and spend time 
outdoors, this program will share 
tips and techniques, give helpful 
suggestions, and encourage your 
young photographer as they work on 
mastering this skill. All levels welcome. 
Family fun around the campfire, 
sleeping in our comfortable historic 
lodges, and photographed memories 
to take home are what this weekend 
is all about! Price is per person. One 
adult per child please.

Saturday and Sunday, August 2 and 3
3 p.m. Saturday to 11 a.m. Sunday
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Dana Brown Overnight Center
Stephen Bean and Rachel Weller

OVERNIGHTS
NEW!
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Plant Science Merit  
Badge Workshop  
(MBG) 
This program is designed for Boy 
Scouts to complete their Plant 
Science Merit Badge in 1 day. Our 
Scout Program Instructor and certified 
merit badge counselor will take you 
through each requirement to complete 
the plant science badge. Activities 
will include planting a variety of 
plant species, a behind the scenes 
tour of the grounds, propagation 
demonstrations, and much more! 
Some at-home care of plants will 
be required to fulfill the badge. One 
Scout “buddy” or chaperone required 
per Scout. Price includes scout and 
chaperone.

Saturday, June 7
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
$12 members; $15 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Kerri Liming

Cracklin’ Campfire (SNR) 
This program is designed for Junior 
Girl Scouts to receive their “Camper” 
badge. Join us at Shaw Nature 
Reserve for an evening under the 
stars! Junior scouts will earn their 
“Camper” badge as they gather 
around the campfire for fun in the 
twilight hours. We’ll learn how to build 
a campfire, make some tasty snacks, 
explore trails at dusk for nocturnal 
critters, and more! There must be one 
adult present for every two scouts. 
Price includes scout and chaperone.

Friday, May 23
7 to 9 p.m.
$8 members; $10 nonmembers
Meet at the Assembly Building
Kerri Liming

Junior Girl Scout  
Geocacher Badge 
Workshop (SNR) 
This program is designed for Junior 
Girl Scouts to earn their “Geocacher” 
badge. Held at Shaw Nature Reserve, 
scouts will become modern-day 
treasure seekers as they explore the 
grounds! Scouts will learn how to 
use a GPS unit, make a trade item, 
get their very own “Travel Bug,” and 
explore the reserve for hidden caches. 
Receive the “Geocacher” badge for 
participating. There must be one adult 
present for every two scouts. Price 
includes scout and chaperone.

Saturday, July 19
9 to 11:30 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Meet at the Carriage House
Kerri Liming

Calling All Scout Leaders!
Join us at the Missouri Botanical Garden, Shaw Nature Reserve, or Butterfly 
House for a variety of programs and overnights for scouts. Experience fun, 
challenging, and inspiring outdoor programs that align with badge and award 
requirements. Dig into soil, become a naturalist, learn about flowers, trees, or 
water conservation; these are just a few of the topics offered. Find a program 
that is perfect for your group: click on Learn and Discover at www.mobot.org 

SCOUT PROGRAMS

Camp EarthWays: Young Green Builders (MBG)
Calling all cool planet kids ages 10 to 13! Come explore the built 
environment! In this week-long day camp, campers will investigate 
sustainable building design as they create a fantasy green home from 
the inside out, interact with architects and construction and city planning 
professionals, and hop aboard public transportation to discover new 
neighborhoods and homes. Many thanks to the St. Louis-Jefferson Solid 
Waste Management District for making this program available at a lower cost 
to our participants. Cost is per camper

Monday, July 7 through Friday, July 11
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$170 members; $185 nonmembers
Commerce Bank Education Center, Rooms 126 and 127
Katherine Golden and Guest Presenters

NEW!NEW!
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PAYMENT OPTIONS (please check one):

Please check one: o Member o Nonmember o Staff o Volunteer

Missouri Botanical Garden Member ID: _________________________

Payment Method:  o Check o Visa o MasterCard o Discover

Card #: _______________________________________________________ 

Exp:  ____________________ 3-Digit Verification Code:  _____________

Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________

Course Name Attendee Location Date Fee

Name: ________________________________________________________________ Gender*: __________

Child’s name and age (if applicable): _____________________________________ Gender*: __________

Address: ________________________________________City/State/Zip: ____________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________________________ Work Phone:____________________

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________________

* Gender information needed only for overnight programs.

Mail to:

Missouri Botanical Garden, Education Division, P.O. Box 299, St. Louis, MO 63166

Notice: Classes may be photographed and/or recorded for use by the Garden in its communications 

efforts. Students wishing not to be photographed or recorded should inform the photographer.

REGISTRATION FORM
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CLASS INFORMATION/POLICIES
Location of Classes: Site maps are 
available at www.mobot.org/classes. 
You will receive confirmation via email 
or regular mail. Please refer to that for 
details about class location.

Class Information and Material Lists: 
Individual class details and  
material lists are available online at 
www.mobot.org/classes within each 
individual class listing.

Wait List: If your confirmation states 
that you are on the wait list, you will be 
called or emailed if an opening occurs.

Accommodations and Accessibility: If 
you are in need of an accommodation, 
please call (314) 577-5140 at least 2 
weeks prior to the date of the class. We 
will do our best to meet your needs. 

Cancellations/Refunds: 
•  For cancellations more than 

5 business days prior to the class, 
a full refund, minus a $5 processing 
fee (or cost of class if less than $5), 
will be issued, unless otherwise 
noted. Refunds cannot be issued for 
missed classes or cancellations less 
than 5 business days prior to class 
date. A business day is defined as 
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m., no Saturdays, Sundays, or 
federal holidays. Please consider your 
payment a donation to the Garden. 

•  For overnight program refunds, 
cancellations must be made 
at least 2 weeks prior to the 
program. Refunds cannot be 
issued for cancellations less than 
2 weeks or missed programs. 

•  Many classes will allow you to 
send an alternate participant if 
you are unable to attend. Please 
contact the appropriate site 

prior to sending an alternate. 
•  If the Missouri Botanical Garden 

must cancel a class, you will be 
notified and receive a full refund. 

•  Participants are encouraged 
to register early, as programs 
with insufficient registration 
(depending on type of class) will 
be canceled approximately 5 
days before the scheduled start 
date (overnights, 2 weeks). A full 
refund will be issued in this case. 

•  A transfer to another class is 
handled as a refund and is 
subject to the above policy.

Inclement Weather: Participants 
should come dressed for the weather. 
Most classes are held rain or shine. 
If we are unable to hold a class due 
to inclement weather, you will be 
notified and receive a full refund. 

Dismissal Policy: The Missouri 
Botanical Garden is committed 
to offering the highest quality 
educational experience to all its 
students. To ensure a quality 
experience, the Garden reserves 
the right to dismiss any participant 
for any reason without refund.

Questions: For questions and 
registration process information on 
classes at all sites please call  
(314) 577-5140 or email  
classes@mobot.org.

Give the gift of knowledge! 
Education Gift Certificates available! 
Call Carol at (314) 577-9506.

© 2014 Missouri Botanical Garden

Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper.
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CLASSES ARE  
ALSO OFFERED AT: 

Commerce Bank Center for Science 
Education 
4651 Shaw Blvd. 
St. Louis, MO 63110

Shaw Nature Reserve 
Hwy 100 at I–44 (exit 253) 
P.O. Box 38 
Gray Summit, MO 63039 
(636) 451-3512

Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly House 
15193 Olive Blvd., Faust Park 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
(636) 530-0076

(Maps are available online)


