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hours and admission
For hours and admission prices at our 
three locations, visit www.mobot.org, 
www.butterflyhouse.org, and  
www.shawnature.org.

contact
Missouri Botanical Garden 
4344 Shaw Blvd.,  
St. Louis, MO 63110 
(314) 577-5100 • www.mobot.org

on the cover
The rounded clusters on the mosaic 
plant (Ludwigia sedoides) beautifully 
symbolize how everything–including 
plants and people–is connected.  
Photo by Kat Niehaus.
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Summer is a wonderful time of 
year to spend time outdoors. If 

you’re looking for new and exciting 
ways to enjoy nature, we hope you 
join us at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly 
House, and Shaw Nature Reserve 
for some all-time favorites and 
some new offerings. For example, 

in addition to enjoying Member Tuesday Nights and the free 
outdoor Whitaker Music Festival on Wednesday evenings, 
you can now experience the beauty of the Garden on Thursday 
evenings during our new Sensational Summer Nights (see page 
8). Or you can learn more about what’s going on around the 
Garden grounds—from construction to the beautiful summer 
displays (see page 5)—with our new My MBG app (see page 4).

I’d also like to invite you to discover Madagascar at the 
Garden with us this summer. It is a country with some of the 
world’s most fascinating, yet threatened flora. Madagascar has 
been a research and conservation priority for the Garden for 
decades. Read about our program’s history in this magnificent, 
biodiverse place (see page 14) or learn more during “Discover 
Madagascar” (see page 9). Speaking of Madagascar, our 
community-based conservation approach there is just one 
example of how the Garden engages local communities, both 
at home and abroad, to identify and protect plants, plant-based 
livelihoods, and human well-being (see page 10).

This summer, we are also honored to host an international 
conference on “Plant Conservation and the Sustainable 
Development Goals” alongside the Global Partnership for 
Plant Conservation. The conference offers those attending a 
unique opportunity to join world-leading conservationists, 
partner organizations, and development agencies in learning 
more about how plants play an essential role in addressing 
some of the world’s biggest challenges—from biodiversity 
loss to poverty to climate change. Promoting sustainability is 
one of the Garden’s goals through its advocacy on the global 
environmental stage and a commitment we make through our 
everyday choices as an organization (see page 16). We hope 
you can join us this summer at the Garden to discover how 
you can live a “greener” life and be a part of the movement for 
plants that is shaping our planet’s future.
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what’s new?

Teens in the MANTIS program will be interacting with visitors as 
they learn about the natural world and build peer relationships.
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Ward M. Klein
Executive Chairman 

of the Board, Edgewell 
Personal Care

Ceremonial Tree Planting
On March 28, Garden President 

Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson (center) held 
a private tree planting ceremony 
to celebrate Irish heritage and 
commemorate the 1916 Centenary 
in Ireland, where he was born. 
Guests included St. Louis City Mayor 
Francis G. Slay (right) and Joe 
McGlynn, Honorary Consul General 
of Ireland in St. Louis (left). The 
three planted an Irish oak (Quercus 
petraea), the Irish national tree.

Board of Trustees
The Board elected a new 
member in March:

Roadwork around the Garden
The Missouri Department of 

Transportation (MoDOT) will begin 
to replace the Grand bridge over I-44, near the Garden. It was built 
in 1969, and while MoDOT states that the bridge is safe, it needs 
to be replaced before the next winter. Starting this summer, the 
first of three stages will begin. At least one lane will remain open in 
each direction on Grand. The work is expected to be completed this 
winter. For more information about the project and for alternate 
routes to the Garden, please visit www.mobot.org/directions.

GRAND BLVD

Building Environmental Stewardship 
The Butterfly House is launching a 

new program as part of the Garden’s Teen 
Network. MANTIS is a volunteer program 
designed for teens interested in hands-on 
experience in nature conservation while 
gaining plant and animal knowledge through 
environmental stewardship. “We decided to 
develop MANTIS in order to nurture teens 
who have an interest in nature but may 
not have been exposed to environmental 
careers,” says Vickie Campbell, Director of 
the Butterfly House. “As part of an informal 
education facility, our Butterfly House staff 
enjoy showing off their talents and expertise 
in this unique field.” To learn more and to 
apply, teens ages 14–18 can visit  
www.butterflyhouse.org/mantis. Applications 
for the fall session are due July 10.

Garden Launches Mobile App
Visitors can now enjoy an enhanced experience 

when they visit the Garden after they download the 
new My MBG app. The app includes a digital visitor’s 
guide as well as a fun, interactive tour of some of the 
most notable plants in the Garden’s living collection 
on display this summer. Use the augmented reality 
feature to unlock additional information and hidden 

bonuses or discounts; share a photo to score points; discover 
new plants you didn’t know about; and much more. “This is going 
to be such a wonderful experience for our visitors—and it’s been a 
long time coming,” says Liz Fathman, Director of Print and Digital 
Media. “My MBG will allow us to customize tours for our visitors 
based on everything from seasonal floral display shows to events 
to plants of conservation concern and more. We look forward to 
rolling out our first ‘campaign’ this summer, and we can’t wait to 
start creating more.” The app is available for free this summer in the 
iTunes store on your iPhone (Android version coming soon).

http://www.mobot.org/directions
http://www.butterflyhouse.org/mantis
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6,329 individual plants*

2,784 accessions

2,112 taxa

2%  of the known 27,800 species

7%  accessions are wild source

9%  accessions are threatened/
endangered

950 plants used in the 2016 
Orchid Show

Orchid Survey Results

Showcasing Geographic 
Diversity through Plants

This summer, visitors can 
take a trip around the world 
as they enjoy the display beds 
in the northern end of the 
Garden. From begonias to 
giant elephant’s ears, many 
garden plants considered 
annuals in the Midwest are 
actually perennials in their 
native regions. That, says 
Senior Horticulturist Julie 
Hess, was the inspiration 
behind this year’s summer 

display beds. “I wanted to show people that what we consider 
annuals are perennial shrubs and trees in their native habitat,” she 
says. The beds in Spoehrer Plaza, Swift Family Garden, Bakewell 
Court Garden, along the Lopata Azalea/Rhododendron Garden, 
and in the Central Axis will showcase a variety of plants from 
continental Africa; Madagascar; Southeast Asia and the Pacific Rim 
Islands; Australia and New Zealand; North America; Mexico; and 
South America. 

This year, the Garden will also start a new plant collection 
focused on the flora of the Russian Far East and Altai regions. The 
new display will be located along the path between the Climatron® 
and the main gate to the Doris I. Schnuck Children’s Garden. The 
collection will be expanded over the years, says Andrew Wyatt, 
Vice President of Horticulture and Living Collections. The first 
stage will feature conifers native to that region. “This landscape ties 
in with our long-term collaboration in the U.S.–Russian Botanical 
Exchange Program,” he says. 

Garden for the World Update
Construction is underway to 

renovate the gatehouse cottage and 
surrounding gardens. When complete, 
the new Herring House will host private 
events, small gatherings for members 
and donors, and visiting guests. The 
surrounding gardens will be renamed 
Lauren’s Secret Garden. The plantings 
are inspired by the work of British 
horticulturist and garden designer 
Gertrude Jekyll, who designed gardens 
in the U.S. and Britain in the mid-1800s.

 Progress continues on the plans 
for reopening Henry Shaw’s museum. 
Construction is set to begin in late 
2016, and the museum will reopen to 
the public at the end of 2017. Thanks 
to a lead gift from the Sachs family, the 
museum will be renamed the Samuel 
and Dena Sachs Museum. For more, 
visit www.mobot.org/fortheworld.

Begonias are grown in St. Louis as an annual, 
but they are considered perennials in the 
tropical regions of the world.

Surveying the Orchid Collection
The Horticulture team recently completed a three-year 
inventory of the orchid collection. “This inventory 

goes a long way in developing our collection for the 
future,” says Rebecca Sucher, Living Collections 
Manager. “We can’t build it if we don’t know what 
we have to begin with.” The collection’s focus is to 
support orchid conservation, adding species of 
conservation concern to prevent extinction, build 

cultivation knowledge, and support restoration. 
*not including those in the Climatron®

http://www.mobot.org/fortheworld
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did you know?
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Garden Leads the Study and Protection of 
Ebonies around the World

Ebonies are most commonly known for their 
black heartwood. They are widely cultivated for 
their fruit, persimmons, beautiful flowers, and 
attractive fall colors. However, over the years they 
have been exploited to a point that many species 
now face extinction. That is why in 2014, thanks to 
a $375,000 grant from the Fondation Franklinia, the 
Garden launched the Global Ebony Assessment. 

Significant progress has been made on the 
project’s principal tasks. This includes the 
recently completed Global Survey of Ex situ Ebony 
Collections, commissioned by the Garden and 
published by Botanic Gardens Conservation 
International (BGCI). Ex situ collections, meaning 
those that provide species protection away from 
their natural habitat, can be a key tool in conserving 
those species that need to be preserved before they 
go extinct. The report’s conclusions indicate that less 
than 25% of ebony taxa are currently protected in ex 
situ collections. “Hopefully this survey will inspire 
botanical gardens to collect and expand their living 
collections of ebonies, especially locally endemic 
species,” says Garden Curator Dr. George E. Schatz, 
one of the report authors and lead investigator on 
the Global Ebony Assessment. The project also 
includes conservation genetic studies being carried 
out by the Garden’s Dr. Christy Edwards and Alex 
Linan, a graduate student at Saint Louis University. 

The Missouri native persimmon (Diospyros virginiana) is one of the few 
ebony species occurring outside of the tropics.

This Rhopalocarpus longipetiolatus, a member of the Madagascar-endemic family 
Sphaerosepalaceae, is now being propagated at the Garden.

Supporting Conservation Efforts in Madagascar 
through Capacity Building and Horticulture

Horticulturist Brock Mashburn traveled to Madagascar 
in December 2015 to visit two sites, Parc Ivoloina and 
Macolline, where he advised Malagasy nursery staff on 
propagation, nursery production, horticulture techniques, 
and more. “This is part of a larger collaboration where 
horticulture staff are helping with capacity building of 
horticultural skills and collections management techniques 
in Madagascar to support our plant conservation work,” says 
Andrew Wyatt, Vice President of Horticulture and Living 
Collections. “We are also supporting the development of ex 
situ conservation collections at Parc Ivoloina.”

The Horticulture team is also collaborating with the 
Garden’s staff in Madagascar. During the December trip, the 
Madagascar government gave permission to the Garden to 
collect and export seeds. It’s the first time in the Garden’s 
40-year history in Madagascar that such a large diversity of  
living plant material has been exported, says Wyatt. To date, 
31 species from the eastern coastal region have germinated 
in the greenhouses. They will be added to the displays in the 
Climatron® in late 2016 or early 2017. To learn more about 
the Garden’s work in Madagascar, see page 14. 

specimens from continental Africa in the 
Garden’s 6.6-million Herbarium collection. 
An additional 250,000 are from Madagascar.
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1,000,000
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Com·mu·ni·ty-based Con·ser·va·tion
Conservation that is designed and implemented in  
direct collaboration with the local community and  

local community members –Dr. Pete Lowry

But what does that really mean? It involves going through several 
phases that, in the end, result in a more sustainable future both for the 
community and the environment and natural resources they depend 
on. The first phase includes identifying the areas where resources 
are not being used sustainably, resulting in the degradation and loss 
of biodiversity. Experts then engage the local community, learning 
about their way of life and natural resource needs. The dialog helps 
the community start thinking about the future and realize that their 
current situation cannot be maintained. “A community, no matter 
how small, is always complex,” says Dr. Armand Randrianasolo. “To 
ask them to change a little bit how they do things is not an easy thing.” 
Impartiality, expertise, and long-term commitment turn into trust. 
Trust leads to true collaboration and, in the end, results. 

To learn more about some of the Garden’s community-based 
projects at home and abroad, see page 10.

Dr. Armand Randrianasolo had 
taken a basic botany class during 
his first year at the University of 
Antananarivo in Madagascar, 
but it hadn’t spiked his interest like 
biochemistry had. However, in 1989 when 
the biochemistry program was suddenly 
cut, he heard that American botanists 
were looking for student volunteers to 
help with plant collection in the forest. 

He met the Garden’s Dr. James 
Miller and went on a 15-day expedition 
in the forest. He didn’t speak English, 
but he learned what he could from Dr. 
Miller—now Senior Vice President of 
Science and Conservation—who spoke 
to him in French and encouraged him 
to continue to learn. 

Today, as a Curator in the 
William L. Brown Center, Dr. 
Randrianasolo continues to study 
plants while working closely with 
communities in Madagascar to 
preserve what’s left of the country’s 
rich flora, developing conservation and 
ethnobotany programs that deepen 
the understanding of the relationship 
between plants and people. “When 
researching community-based 
conservation, I knew I didn’t want this 
to just be a project that after it’s done, 
we leave. I wanted to do something 
more solid than that,” he says. “Even 
though I didn’t know anything about 
conservation at that time, I knew that 
it’s basically all about science combined 
with socio-economic development.”

Plants and the 
Community
Dr. Armand 
Randrianasolo, 
Curator

Recent Grants and Recognitions
   Collaborative Research: Evolution and Systematics of 

the Neotropical Plant Clade of Schefflera (Araliaceae) 
National Science Foundation

  Research Experiences for Undergraduates  
  National Science Foundation

   Climate and Environmental Changes to Indigenous 
Lands on the Cape, the Coast and the Islands 
National Geographic

   Reintroduction and Conservation of the Federally 
Endangered Plant, Pyne’s Ground-Plum  
(Astragalus bibullatus) 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

 A third Brassicaceae genus, Ihsanalshehbazia, has been named in 
honor of Senior Curator Dr. Ihsan Al-Shehbaz.

 Trish Rose-Sandler, Data Project Coordinator at the Garden’s 
Center for Biodiversity Informatics, received the Nancy DeLaurier 
award from the Visual Resources Association for her work with 
three colleagues in creating the VRA Core 4.0 data standard and 
the accompanying XML schema. 

$306,507

$491,774

$25,000

$25,000
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Take the Pledge to Spend More Time Outdoors
In April, the Garden kicked-off spring with “Meet Me (Outdoors) in 

St. Louis,” a two-day event to celebrate the many everyday ways people can 
discover, experience, and conserve nature and the great outdoors. Through 
the rest of the year, the Garden also invites you to take the pledge to spend 
more time outdoors. Visit www.mobot.org/meetmeoutdoors to download 
the pledge and check out the outdoor class offerings at the Garden, Butterfly 
House, and Shaw Nature Reserve. Don’t forget to share your photos with us 
on social media using the hashtag #meetmeoutdoors.

Want to take your experience to a new level? Volunteer at one of the 
many outdoor opportunities that the Garden-led BiodiverseCity St. Louis 
network offers each month. Visit www.biodiversecitystl.org to learn more 
or to sign up for their monthly e-newsletter.

Discover Fun
Friends and Family-level members and 

above enjoy free admission to the Children’s 
Garden every day (April–October) as well 
as an additional membership gift. Visit the 
new Edward Jones Hall for the renovated 
Brookings Exploration Center, new PlantLab, 
and other amenities.

Visit the Membership Services Desk or 
www.mobot.org/membership to learn more.

Donate Your Antiques or Furniture and Support the Garden’s Mission
Downsizing or done with spring cleaning? Consider making a donation to the Garden’s 

Little Shop Around the Corner, an antique and collectible shop that resells vintage 
merchandise donated to the Garden, with proceeds supporting the Garden. The shop 
specializes in high-quality furniture, artwork, vintage jewelry, silver, china, and other 
accent furnishings. Stop by to make your donation or shop for unique antiques at 4474 
Castleman Ave., just down the street from the Garden’s main entrance. The shop is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Members always receive a discount.

Membership 

gift for Friends 
and Family  
and above

Enjoy Garden-Style Happy Hour
Experience the beauty of the Garden 

with all of your senses during extended 
hours each Thursday evening this 
summer! Enjoy botanically inspired 
cocktails and light food with a lovely 
view of the Garden as the Sassafras 
patio is transformed into the Botany 
Bar. Join friends for a round of coloring 
and conversation; browse botanical 
books; or just relax to live music by a 
rotating selection of local artists. 

       Then head out to the Garden 
and engage with plants at sensational 
stations or talk to some of the Garden’s 
plant experts in the new PlantLab. 

Thursdays from 5 to 8 p.m. No 
reservation required. Regular Garden 
admission applies; free for members.

MEET ME ST.LOUISMEET ME ST.LOUISININOutdoors

http://www.mobot.org/meetmeoutdoors
http://www.biodiversecitystl.org
http://www.mobot.org/membership
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With Dr. Peter Raven
To celebrate President 

Emeritus Dr. Peter H. 
Raven’s birthday, the 
Garden is offering 80¢ 
on-site admission (free 
for members) on June 13  
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Stop by to meet and greet 
him from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
Monsanto Hall and sign 
the giant birthday card. 
For more details, visit 
www.mobot.org/events.

Connect Nature and Wellness
This August, Garden Wellness Partner Aetna offers visitors 

a custom mindfulness podcast to enjoy during a visit to 
the Garden. Aetna ear buds will be available at the Visitor 
Engagement Station for any guests who need them.

Aetna is also offering yoga in the Garden during Member 
Tuesday Nights in August (5:30–6:35 p.m.) and on Wednesday 
mornings (7:30–8:35 a.m.). Programs will be led by certified 
instructors, and Aetna representatives will host a table during 
the yoga sessions with mindfulness resources and takeaways. All 
activities are included with admission and free to members.

Sponsored by

Enjoy yoga at the Garden during Member Tuesday Nights and Wednesday mornings.

Discover Madagascar
Join us this summer for a series 

of events and programs highlighting 
Madagascar’s fascinating flora and the 
Garden’s work there. For more details, 
please visit www.mobot.org/events.

Plant Detectives | June 14 |  
Shoenberg Theater
Associate Curator Peter Phillipson 
shares the story about the discovery 
of Clerodendrum kamhyoae, a species 
from Madagascar new to science. Free; 
registration required; 6 p.m.

World Exploration | June 15 |  
Ridgway Visitor Center
Go behind the science with Garden 
researchers before heading outside to 
enjoy the Whitaker Music Festival. Free 
after 5 p.m.

Environment and Music | June 16
Enjoy a performance by Malagasy 
musician and environmental activist Razia 
Said during Sensational Summer Nights. 
Then at 7:30 p.m., listen to Marie Hélène 
Kam Hyo Zschocke and Joey Moscovitch 
talk about their work to help the people in 
Antalaha. Free; registration required.

Flowers of the new species, Clerodendrum kamhyoae, 
recently described from northern Madagascar. 

Tell Us If Are You an Educator
If you are a PreK–12 teacher, administrator, 

or professional; homeschooling parent; or 
higher ed professor, instructor, or staff, we 
would love to know. Please send an email to our 
Education team at teachertraining@mobot.org 
with your name and preferred email address so 
we can keep you up-to-date on all the Garden 
offers educators.

Don’t miss our new Educator Appreciation 
Week on August 1–7 (see page 20).

http://www.mobot.org/events
http://www.mobot.org/events
mailto:teachertraining@mobot.org


community-based conservation at the Garden

Protecting plant diversity is at the core of the 
Garden’s mission. Building upon decades 

of plant discovery and research, the Garden’s 
conservation efforts operate within the framework 
of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, an 
initiative adopted in 2002 and updated in 2010 
by the United Nations’ Convention on Biological 
Diversity to halt the loss of plant diversity worldwide. 
While conservation includes a wide variety of 
science-driven work—from climate change 
research and seed banking to ecological restoration 
and species reintroduction—it is intrinsically 
connected to people. After all, human activities such 
as development, mining, land clearing for agriculture, 

logging, and introducing invasive species cause 
much of the habitat loss around the world. 

Engaging a local community is an essential part 
of the Garden’s conservation tool kit. Protecting 
biodiversity contributes to the livelihoods and 
well-being of local communities, ensuring clean 
water and air; a steady, local food supply; reduction 
of poverty; youth engagement and jobs; and more. 
But real, effective conservation can only be achieved 
through carefully planned community development 
and buy-in. As Dr. Pete Lowry, Director of the Garden’s 
Africa and Madagascar Program, says: “You don’t 
want to be swimming against the current. You can’t 
do this unless people want to do it with you.”

Baden | Community Gardening
With the guidance and support of Garden educators, a group of teens in the historic Baden neighborhood 

in north St. Louis built 18 raised beds and a compost bin and planted fruits and vegetables in June 2015. It was 
the beginning of the new Baden Youth and Community Garden. They were employed for eight weeks to care 

for the garden while at the same time gaining the social and professional skills needed in any workplace. After 
they went back to school, the garden truly became the community’s. This was the first phase 

of a pilot project the Garden launched in collaboration with Baden, the City of St. Louis’s 
Urban Vitality & Ecology Initiative, BiodiverseCity St. Louis, the Riverview West Florissant 

Development Corporation, STL Youth Jobs, and a host of other organizations. 
    Today, under the guidance of the Garden’s Education team, the community 

continues to care for the garden. This summer a new round of teens will have the 
opportunity to spend their school break learning about growing plants, soil and 

plant nutrition, biodiversity, community leadership, and more. As neighbors plant, 
water, and harvest the tomatoes, strawberries, and greens, a vacant lot is being 

transformed into a vibrant gathering space. “People are enjoying the new space,” 
says Laura Tetley, Youth Garden Instructor. “We see the opportunity for the 

community to value these green spaces, want to create new ones, and learn how 
a thriving ecosystem is more resilient, more productive, and in the end, better 

for the well-being of the community.”

     Summer 2016
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Madagascar | Basketful of Opportunities
The Agnalazaha Forest, located in southeastern Madagascar, is one of the 12 

conservation sites managed by the Garden. It is one of the largest fragments of 
littoral forest remaining in Madagascar and home to many locally endemic and 
endangered species of flora and fauna, including the gray-headed lemur. 

Dr. Armand Randrianasolo, Curator in the Garden’s William L. Brown Center, 
has been working with the local community for over a decade. When the Garden 
decided to do conservation work in Madagascar in 2002, he was tasked with 
helping to develop the community-based conservation program. The Agnalazaha 
Forest was chosen as the first of the two sites to test this new approach given its 
botanical importance—littoral forests hadn’t been studied extensively then—and 
the community’s willingness to open its doors to the Garden. “The approach is not 
simple,” he says, “but it’s really down to earth and seeing how people live.” 

Conservation efforts include the eradication of invasive species and reforestation 
using locally propagated seedlings of native trees; vegetable gardening; higher-
yielding rice cultivation; and maintenance of irrigation systems. It also includes 
collaboration with the Blessing Basket Project, which enables local women to 
use Lepironia mucronata to produce baskets for sale in the United States. In 
fact, sustainable harvesting methods shared with the community have led to 
the regrowth of Lepironia mucronata in its natural habitat. The project has also 
empowered women and raised awareness about the importance of biodiversity and its 
conservation. Browse the different styles and get your own Blessing Basket at the Garden Gate Shop.

Sunflowers | Biodiversity in Vacant Lots
It’s been three years since the first sunflowers were planted in a vacant lot in 

the Old North neighborhood in St. Louis. The Sunflower+ Project–STL started 
as a winner in the Sustainable Land Lab competition by Washington 

University in St. Louis and the City of St. Louis. Since then it has 
inspired two additional communities—Delmar and Dutchtown—to 

have their own vacant lots transformed by sunflowers. This summer, 
they will once again become thriving living spaces in lots once 
considered eyesores, a public safety liability, and a burden to maintain. 

Sunflowers were originally chosen because they were thought 
to extract lead and other contaminants from the soil. While tests 
have proven this effect to be negligible, the project now serves as 
an information tool to address the misinformation, says Richard 

Reilly, Residential Energy Programs Manager at the Garden’s 
EarthWays Center. Reilly is one of the original team members who 

launched the project in 2013 and today continues to oversee it and to 
provide advice to other cities interested in similar projects. 

In addition to serving as living classrooms for people of all ages 
to learn about biodiversity, pollinators, soil health, sustainability, 

and more, these lots showcase how low-carbon-footprint 
initiatives can bring nature back into urban areas. “One 
neighbor told me: ‘Goldfinches may not be rare in St. Louis, 
but they are rare here,’” Reilly says. For more information, 
please visit www.facebook.com/SunflowerProjectSTL.

http://www.facebook.com/SunflowerProjectSTL
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Honeysuckle | Tackling Invasives
Bush honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii) is an invasive plant species that 

degrades woodlands, fields, and stream banks into impenetrable thickets 
lacking ecological, economic, or recreational value. In an effort to raise public 
awareness about the need for its removal, the Garden-led BiodiverseCity 
St. Louis network organized the first semiannual Honeysuckle Sweep Week in 
early March. More than 290 volunteers—from students and neighborhood 
groups to Master Naturalists and environmental groups—removed more 
than 210,000 square feet of bush honeysuckle throughout the St. Louis 
region. “Once it was removed, it was so nice to see a more open woodland 
and stream bank,” says Meg Hoester, Senior Supervisor of Student 
Programs–Youth and Community.

Participants learned how bush honeysuckle critically damages the 
natural ecosystem and decreases human enjoyment and recreation in our 
green spaces. Informative discussions during the pulls also provided home 
owners and landowners the skills needed to eliminate bush honeysuckle on their 
own property as well as what to plant in its place after removal. 

Honeysuckle Sweep Week partners include the Garden’s Deer Creek 
Watershed Alliance and EarthWays Center, Forest Park Forever, 
Great Rivers Greenway, Missouri Department of Conservation, 
Missouri Master Naturalists, Open Space Council, St. Louis Audubon 
Society, and Think About Tables. To learn more about the Honeysuckle 
Sweep Week this fall, visit www.biodiversecitystl.org and sign up for the 
e-newsletter. You can also learn more about invasives at www.mobot.org/invasives.

Pollinators | Every Garden Counts
Pollinator populations throughout the world 

have been declining at an alarming rate, but one 
doesn’t have to look far to understand how the 

problem affects our everyday lives. More than 75% 
of flowering plants, including the ones that feed 

us, rely on animal pollinators. One of the factors 
contributing to the decline is habitat loss. Earlier this 

year, the Butterfly House and St. Louis County launched 
Project Pollinator, a community garden initiative. The project aims 

to create demonstration gardens in county parks, libraries, and other 
public spaces, and to engage the community in learning more about 
restoring pollinator habitats to improve the health of native pollinators. 

        Shortly after launching, the project garnered interest from local 
garden clubs, schools, and community groups. Almost 10 of them have 
already expressed interest in planting their pollinator gardens this year, 

and Chris Hartley, Education Programs Supervisor at the Butterfly House, expects 
that number to grow. “We rely on the community for a project like this because pollinators benefit from an abundance 
of gardens, and there need to be a lot more gardens than the ones the Butterfly House can plant,” he says. “Our role is to 
provide the information necessary for people to understand the need for pollinators—not just honey bees and butterflies, 
but all pollinators.” To learn more, visit www.butterflyhouse.org/projectpollinator.

http://www.biodiversecitystl.org
http://www.mobot.org/invasives
http://www.butterflyhouse.org/projectpollinator
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Peru | Training the Guardians
For the past 15 years, the Garden has partnered with government 

agencies and local communities in Peru to conserve the endangered 
biodiversity of its Selva Central. Supporting a wealth of flora and fauna, 
many of which can’t be found anywhere else, the Selva Central is one of the 
more richly diverse yet vulnerable places on Earth. Two key protected areas 

in this region are of particular interest: the Yanachaga-Chemillén National 
Park and the Yanesha Communal Reserve.

In 2015, thanks to a $49,457 grant from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, the Garden is playing a key role in working with the local 

communities who live around these two protected areas and the 
park guards charged with monitoring and protecting them. Garden-

led workshops allow guards to learn about field methodologies for 
inventory as well as monitoring flora and fauna. They will also become 

more prepared to manage this biodiversity hotspot. At the same time, 
Garden staff are working with residents living in the nearby areas, or 

buffer zones, who often ignore the restrictions established to protect the 
natural resources. This includes raising residents’ awareness of the need 

for conservation and supporting small citizen groups (comités) through 
training and the introduction of good agricultural practices.

Rainscaping | Green Infrastructure
Rainscaping is any combination of plants, water features, permeable pavement, and other 

activities to manage stormwater as close as possible to where it falls. The goal is to stop runoff 
from reaching streams and rivers, which could lead to water pollution, health challenges, and 
property damage. The Garden is a leader in promoting plant-based rainscaping to facilitate 
safer, cleaner water with initiatives such as the Deer Creek Watershed Alliance and the 
Shaw Series for Stormwater and Landscape Professionals. In partnership with other local 
organizations, such as the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District (MSD), the Garden 
engages the community on how they can be part of the solution through ways they 
landscape their properties.

In 2015, the Garden worked with MSD’s Project Clear to facilitate the Rainscaping 
Small Grants Program, which awarded more than $135,000 to 53 St. Louis City 
property owners who installed rainscaping features. This effort is combating the 
complications that come with stormwater runoff amplified by the combination of 
aging infrastructure and increasing impervious surfaces.

   Landowners within the project’s program area created rain gardens and 
installed green roofs, among other things, with the guidance of the Garden’s 
EarthWays Center staff, the horticultural expertise of Shaw Nature Reserve’s 
Scott Woodbury, and the extensive resources in the Garden’s online Rainscaping 
Guide. “The resulting projects now mean far more to me than the financial 
benefits of this project,” says Shelley Henderson, Garden member and one of the 
program’s participants. “I learned so much about plants, our city, and the environment 
by creating my rain garden, and now have a vested interest in improving all three.” 

     To learn more about rainscaping, visit www.mobot.org/rainscaping. To learn more 
about Project Clear and to apply for the next round of small grants for rainscaping, please 
visit www.projectclearstl.org/rainscaping.

http://www.mobot.org/rainscaping
http://www.projectclearstl.org/rainscaping
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Although far from the Garden’s home in St. Louis, Madagascar is a place where the 
Garden’s quest to document, safeguard, and raise awareness of the importance of plant 

diversity is making a globally significant contribution. Identified as an area of exceptional 
interest for its botanical diversity and conservation importance, Madagascar has been 
a priority area for the Garden’s international program for well over four decades. 
The first visits to Madagascar by Garden scientists took place between 
1972 and 1976, and since the mid-1980s, there has been a continuous 
in-country program that has evolved into a cornerstone of the Garden’s 
plant science and conservation work.

Expanding Plant Discovery
Starting in 1986 and led by Dr. Pete Lowry, Senior Curator 

and Director of the Africa and Madagascar program, the Garden’s 
activities initially focused on botanical inventory work, especially 
in protected areas. Garden botanists also collaborated with local 
institutions and other international organizations working in 
Madagascar, such as the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), 
to build in-country capacity and train local people to explore and 
document the country’s flora. “We realized that at the university, which 
was very resource-poor, nobody was able to go into the field and learn 
how to see plants, how to study and collect them, or how to ask research 
questions,” Dr. Lowry says. “Today, almost all of the scientists working for the 
Garden in Madagascar came up through our training program.”

The Garden also recognized the importance of providing Malagasy 
students with more than just in-country training. It partnered with the 
University of Missouri–St. Louis (UMSL) to provide graduate-level 
education to students from Madagascar. Dr. Armand Randrianasolo, the first 
of several students to receive advanced degrees from UMSL, is now a 
Curator for the Garden’s William L. Brown Center (see page 7). 

Grassroots Conservation
When the program held a strategic planning meeting in 

St. Louis in 2002, Malagasy staff members lobbied for playing a 
more active role in addressing their country’s growing conservation 
effort. They argued that it was not enough just to say that the botany 
being done was contributing to conservation; they wanted to help 
make conservation actually happen. “All of us felt that the country 
didn’t get enough from this knowledge. We wanted to do something,” 
recalls Dr. Randrianasolo. That’s when the decision was made for the 
Garden to step up and contribute to conservation in Madagascar.

a look at the program’s evolution through the years

MADAGASCAR
missouri botanical garden in



Summer 2016      Missouri Botanical Garden Bulletin 15

It started with one site—the Agnalazaha 
Forest in the Mahabo-Mananivo township—
and over the last decade has expanded into the 

12 community-based conservation sites jointly 
managed by the Garden and local residents. 

The sites were selected because of their botanical 
importance, the diversity of ecosystems they 
represented, and the local communities’ willingness 

to welcome and collaborate with Garden staff. “When 
we picked these sites, we decided to stay engaged 

through thick and thin,” says Dr. Lowry. “We made a 
long-term commitment to each of these communities 
because history has shown that this is the only way to 
achieve lasting conservation.”

Back to Basics 
After focusing most of their efforts and energy on 

building a strong network of conservation sites, the 
Garden’s Madagascar staff is now planning to return to 
one of its core activities, plant discovery. The 12 sites were 
chosen because of their botanical importance, but working 
with the local communities to gain their trust and establish 
sustainable development alternatives to halt the loss of 
biodiversity had to be the first step, and it takes time. 
“It’s not as easy as saying: we come in and do this,” says 
Dr. Randrianasolo. “It’s a complex process.”

Continuing conservation work remains important, but 
the program is also focusing on carefully documenting 
the plant species growing at each of the sites. At the 
same time, the Garden is building on its long history of 

helping to understand the impacts of land use practices on 
Madagascar’s natural resources. This includes conducting 
botanical inventories and surveys in botanically important 
areas and helping to measure and mitigate the impacts of 
mining and forestry projects. This work will be particularly 
important in places located outside of designated protected 
areas where there is still important biodiversity. The 
program will also look to rejuvenate its training efforts and 
help a new generation of scientists gain the knowledge and 
experience that the Madagascar staff now has thanks to more 
than two decades of botanical and conservation work. 

Finally, the Garden is now seeking to take the lessons 
learned and successes accomplished and connect them 
to the broader development community in Madagascar. 
The goal will be to find partners who want to broaden their 
focus areas—education, health, agriculture—by including 
a biodiversity component. Dr. Lowry hopes this approach 
will enable the Garden to multiply its impact, strengthen 
the country’s conservation efforts, and have an even greater 
positive impact on biodiversity. “It won’t work everywhere, 
but it doesn’t have to in order for it to be worth the effort to 
make it happen,” he says. “It’s now time for us to leverage 
what we have learned and take it to the next level, while 
still staying focused on exploring, understanding, and 
protecting the amazing plants of this fascinating island.”

Join us June 14–16 as we celebrate Madagascar with a series of 
programs and events highlighting the country’s flora and the Garden’s 
work there. More details at www.mobot.org/events.

Discover Madagascar 

1. Dr. James Miller, Senior Vice President of Science and Conservation 
today, and local guides collecting plants in 1989 on the summit of 
Marojejy Mountain.  |  2. Lowryanthus rubens, one of two new genera 
of plants discovered in 2006 at Bemangidy Forest.  |  3. Curator 
Dr. Armand Randrianasolo was the first student trained through the 
Garden’s partnership with UMSL.  |  3. Community members at the 
Ankafobe Forest with seedlings of native trees for ecological restoration.
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enriching life through 
sustainability

As a world leader in plant discovery 
and conservation, the Garden embraces its 
mission to discover and share knowledge 
about plants to enrich life. Healthy, vibrant 
ecosystems, rich in biodiversity, are 
essential to ensuring a sustainable future 
for generations to come. That is not only 
reflected in the Garden’s work with plants 
but also in its commitment to sustainability. 
“Our love of plants and the understanding 
that our everyday choices impact the natural 
world are the basis for our green efforts at the 
Garden,” says Deborah Frank, Vice President 
of Sustainability. “We hope they inspire the 
community to live sustainably as well.”

all shades of

Green Garden
After more than 150 years, Henry Shaw’s gift to the 

people of St. Louis continues to be a renowned botanical 
institution. It features some of the region’s most beautiful 
display gardens that represent a diverse collection of plants 
from around the world, many protected against the threat 
of extinction. As it continues to grow strong, the Garden 
focuses on using sustainable methods to “grow green”—
from using a rainwater catchment system to collect 45,000 
gallons of stormwater for irrigation to integrating a beneficial 
pest-management system throughout the greenhouses.

The Garden is also committed to “building green,” 
including the way it designs, builds, and operates its facilities. 
Using plants as part of the solution, the parking lot features 
rain gardens and porous pavement to capture rainwater, 
filter pollutants, and slow the rate of stormwater runoff. Solar 
panels and high-efficiency lighting, heating, cooling, and 
plumbing systems are also part of the Garden’s commitment 
to reduce the impact its buildings have on the environment.

Finally, the Garden leads by example and shares 
knowledge and experience with the community—
businesses, municipalities, local organizations, and, of 
course, you! From striving to have “zero-waste” events to 
providing information about sustainable living options 
through the Green Resources Answer Service, the Garden 
“shares green” to inspire others to make sustainable 
choices that, in the end, positively affect plants and the 
environment.

So next time you visit the Garden, take a closer look 
at the different ways you are part of the Garden’s mission 
to be truly “green.” The water stations to refill your water 
bottle, the compostable tableware at the different events, 
the various recycling bins throughout the grounds, 
and more are just part of the Garden’s commitment to 
sustainability and its effect on its main focus: plants and 
people.

GREEN
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Explore sustainable home improvement ideas and plant-based options 
for living greener at the Green Homes Festival on June 4. For more 
information, visit www.mobot.org/greenhomesfest.

Don’t miss it!

YOU CAN BE GREEN, TOO!
Remember, every action, no matter how 
small, adds up. Check out this list of suggested 
activities that can help you be green today and 
greener tomorrow. 

Want more? Visit www.mobot.org/
sustainability or contact the Green Resources 
Answer Service at (314) 577-0246 or 
greenresources@mobot.org.

Grow Green
  Plant native species. They are not only 

adapted to thrive in the local climate but 
also support other native wildlife.

   Remove invasive plant species from your 
property, such as bush honeysuckle, and 
replace with native plants.

  Collect water in a rain barrel to irrigate 
your plants.

 Plant a rain garden.

  Learn more about beneficial insects and 
how they can help control pests.

Build Green
  Sign up for an energy audit and learn  

what efficiency measures are best for  
your home.

  Make sure air leaks are eliminated and 
your house is well insulated.  

  Switch to smart light bulbs that use less 
energy and lower utility bills.

  Use a programmable thermostat.

  Shop for ENERGY STAR®, high-efficiency 
appliances.

Share Green
  Buy local products, which not only 

support the local economy but also travel 
a shorter distance to get to you.

  Grow your own vegetables and fruits and 
share any surplus with your neighbors.

  Recycle! Talk to your local waste 
management company to learn more 
about their recycling options.

  Use reusable tableware and bags when 
you go on picnics with friends and family.

  Introduce your employer to the St. Louis 
Green Business Challenge and encourage 
them to participate.
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just for members

Science: 30 
6:30 p.m. | Spink Pavilion
Half-hour discussions 
with Garden experts on 
select Member Tuesday 
Nights. Reservations 
required. Cash bar.  
•  June 7: Botanical 

journeys in Ecuador
•  July 19: Fifty years of 

botanical exploration 
in the Tropics

•  August 9: Inside stories 
from Madagascar and 
New Caledonia

Member Tuesday Nights
Memorial Day–Labor Day |  
5–8 p.m.
Enjoy extended Tuesday 
hours this summer 
plus admission to the 
Children’s Garden, 
Member Day programs, 
Science:30 presentations, 
chess games with World 
Chess Hall of Fame 
instructors, docent-led 
tours, and a rotating 
menu at Sassafras. More 
at www.mobot.org/
membertuesdays.

NEW! Member 
Discount at Sassafras
Enjoy the delicious food 
at the Garden’s café, 
certified by the Green 
Dining Alliance as a 
sustainable restaurant. 
Show your member ID 
at Sassafras on the last 
Tuesday of each month 
to enjoy a 10% discount. 
For more, please 
contact Membership 
at (314) 577–5118 or 
membership@mobot.org

Member Day: 
Setting up Your 
Garden Party
June 21 | 6–7 p.m. | 
Shoenberg Theater
Get entertaining tips 
from Meg Huber and 
David Zettler. Create 
one-of-a-kind parties 
incorporating your 
own glassware, dishes, 
candles, and linens. 
Presented during 
Member Tuesday Nights. 
Reservations required. ph
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Member Day:  
Paper Kite Festival
August 1 | 5:30–7:30 p.m. | 
Butterfly House
Learn how paper 
kite butterflies are 
connected to our 
local monarchs. 
See kite-building 
demonstrations and 
decorate your own kite 
to take home.
Reservations required.

Member Day: Rain 
Gardening: Letting 
Mother Nature 
Water Your Garden
July 12 | 6–7 p.m. | 
Shoenberg Theater
Chat with Master 
Gardener Ned Siegel 
about capturing 
stormwater runoff in 
a colorful garden that 
attracts butterflies and 
birds. Presented during 
Member Tuesday Nights. 
Reservations required.

Member Day: 
Preserving Your 
Harvest 
August 2 | 6–7 p.m. | 
Shoenberg Theater 
Join Nancy Sauerhoff 
of Seven Oaks Farm 
& Orchard to learn 
about preserving your 
produce. She’ll share 
the history, science, 
techniques, and 
equipment needed, plus 
recipes and resources. 
Reservations required.

Family Picnic
July 15 | 5:30–8:30 p.m.
Bring your waste-free 
picnic or purchase 
picnic fare on-site. 
Enjoy music, face 
painters, crafts, balloon 
artists, and a chance to 
play in the Children’s 
Garden after hours. 
Reservations required.

Information and 
registration at 
(314) 577-5118 or 
www.mobot.org/
memberevents 
unless otherwise 
noted.
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special events
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Adventures with Cocktails
June 17 | 5:30–8 p.m. |  
Doris I. Schnuck Children’s Garden
Join us for an adults-only party 
in the Children’s Garden. Enjoy 
signature cocktails and spirit 
tastings from distilleries across 
Missouri. Proceeds benefit the 
Children’s Garden. Guests must 
be at least 21. $25 members; $35 
nonmembers; $15 designated 
driver. Tickets required:  
www.mobot.org/cocktails.

Garden Gallop
August 14 | 7–9 a.m.
Join the Young Friends of the Garden 
for a 5K fun run. All proceeds 
benefit the Children’s Garden.  
$30 members and virtual runners; 
$40 nonmembers. Tickets required:  
www.mobot.org/gardengallop.

Firefly Festival
June 8, 15, and 22 | 8 to 9:30 p.m. | 
Butterfly House
Join us for our popular celebration 
of Earth’s living lanterns. Enjoy 
firefly-themed activities, glow 
walks inside the Tropical 
Conservatory, and an outdoor 
journey to see real fireflies. For 
ages 4 and up. $12 members; 
$14 nonmembers. 
Registration required: 
www.butterflyhouse.org.

Illinois Appreciation Week
June 12–June 18
Illinois residents receive $4 Garden 
admission from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
a 10% discount in the Garden 
Gate Shop and Little Shop Around 
the Corner; and a 20% discount 
off new or renewal memberships 
purchased this week (with a valid 
Illinois ID).

Green Homes Festival
June 4 | 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Join us for a hands-on, day-long 
festival of learning, playing, and 
engaging in sustainable, healthy 
lifestyles. Included with Garden 
admission; free for members.

Educator Appreciation Week
August 1–7
At the Garden, we thank educators 
for their daily, unwavering 
commitment to creating curious, 
lifelong learners. The first week of 
August, educators receive 20% off 
memberships and a chance to enjoy 
the Garden for free on Tuesday, 
August 2, from 5 to 8 p.m., as they 
learn more about the Garden’s 
school-supporting offerings. More 
details at www.mobot.org/events. 

Henry Shaw’s Birthday
July 24 | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Celebrate Garden founder 

Henry Shaw’s 216th birthday with 
free admission for all visitors from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., festivities from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and a chance to 
see Henry Shaw’s Museum from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. No registration is 
required. New this year: enjoy 20% 
off Garden memberships at the 
Membership Services Desk. More 
details at www.mobot.org/events.

Sensational Summer Nights
Thursdays | June 2–September 1 | 
5–8 p.m.
Experience the Garden with all 
of your senses. Sip flora-inspired 
cocktails and savor delectable fare 
from the Botany Bar, engage with 
plants at sensational 
stations, and gather 
gardening tips from 
experts. Regular 
Garden admission 
applies; free for 
members. 

June 1 The Feyza Eren Group
June 8 The Steve Ewing Band
June 15 Clusterpluck
June 22 The Grooveliner
June 29 Saint Louis Social Club
July 6 Jay Farrar
July 13 Ptah Williams
July 20 Erin Bode Group
July 27  The Cree Rider Family Band
August 3 Joe Mancuso

Wednesdays | June 1–Aug. 3
Concerts: 7:30 p.m.  | Free after 5 p.m.

Funded by

http://www.mobot.org/cocktails
http://www.mobot.org/gardengallop
http://www.butterflyhouse.org
http://www.mobot.org/events
http://www.mobot.org/events
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First Fridays
First Friday of the month |  
Discover something new—from book 
signings to food samplings to trunk 
shows. More at www.mobot.org/shop.

Member Days Sale
June 3–5; July 1–3; August 5–7 |  

All Garden members receive 20% off 
purchases in the shops.

Firefly Festival Sale
June 8, 15, and 22 |
Celebrate Firefly Festival at the 
Butterfly House with 20% off on the 
event evenings. See shop for details.

Peter H. Raven’s Birthday
June 13 | 
Buy a collection of 12 Garden postcards 
for 80¢ (regular price $1.99).

Staff and Volunteer Sale
July 13–15 |
As a thank you for making the Garden 
a world-class institution, all Garden 
staff and volunteers receive an extra 
10% off their purchases.

Café Flora
Through October 30 | 10 a.m.–2 p.m. | 
NEW! Open Saturdays
Enjoy a delicious brunch at the iconic 
Spink Pavilion with a view like no 
other. Info at www.mobot.org/brunch.

Member Night:  
Cactus and Succulents
July 11 | 5–7 p.m. | 
Drop in for a shopping experience 
and enjoy a 20% discount during 
these extended hours for members 
only. Learn about the different types 
of cacti and succulents with specialist-
led discussions every 30 minutes until 
6:30 p.m. No reservations required. 

Independence Weekend Sale
July 2–3 |  
Butterfly House visitors enjoy 10% off 
storewide, and members receive an 
additional 10% discount during the 
holiday weekend. See shop for details.

Paper Kite Festival Sale
Sundays in August | 
To celebrate the Butterfly House’s 
Paper Kite Festival, every Sunday 
in August visitors enjoy 20% off at 
the shop, and members receive an 
additional 10% discount. 
See shop for details.

Extended Evening Hours
Tuesdays and Thursdays | 
This summer, the Garden Gate Shop 
will stay open until 8:30 p.m. during 
Member Tuesday Nights (see page 
18) and Sensational Summer Nights 
(see page 20). Enjoy these extended 
shopping hours!

Little Pleasures Foods
Try these locally made dip mixes 
perfect for your next party! More than 
10 varieties—from cajun’s revenge 
and apple strudel to spinach asiago 
and sweet red onion. $5.99 each, 
2 servings per container. Great for 
summer entertaining!  Get yours at 
the Garden Gate Shop.

Garden Gate Shop
4344 Shaw Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63110
Monday–Sunday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(314) 577-5137

Butterfly House  
Gift Shop
15193 Olive Blvd.
Chesterfield, MO 63017
Tuesday–Sunday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(636) 530-0076 ext. 15

Little Shop  
Around the Corner
4474 Castleman Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63110
Tuesday–Saturday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(314) 577-0891

From gardening tools and unique 
toys to vintage items and local 
products, the Garden shops have just 
what you’re looking for. 
Look for these icons to know where 
each event or sale is taking place.
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shop & dine

Around the World  
Wine Dinners
Third Thursday of the month | 
Through October | 6:30 p.m. | 
Spink Pavilion
Our popular wine dinners 
are back! Travel to wine-
producing regions around 
the world through a five-
course dinner paired with a 
different wine from the same 
region. $65 (plus 18% service 
charge and tax). Advance 
reservations required: call 
(314) 577-0200.  

DON’T 
MISS!

http://www.mobot.org/shop
http://www.mobot.org/brunch
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January–March 2016. 
A commemorative gift is 
a wonderful way to honor 
family and friends. Gifts 
of $50 or more are listed 
in the Bulletin. For more 
information about giving 
opportunities at the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, please 
call (314) 577-5118 or make a 
commemorative gift at  
www.mobot.org/tributes.

In Honor of
Janet Aach
The Sara and Fred Epstein 

Family Foundation

Ms. Jill Cumming
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Grove, Jr.

Jason Delaney
Ann Case

Skippy Dennis
David and Linda Bentley

Ted and Roberta Garrett
Mrs. Alijda Barendregt

Colonel and Mrs. Don Gordon
Ray and Doris Jones

Robb Lappe and Greg Heck
Sonya J. Franklin

Glenn Kopp
Parkview Horticultural 

Society

Roberta Gene Kulier
Mike, Sara, and Jenny Kulier

Mr. and Mrs. Churchill 
Matthews

Roy Pfautch

Marti Reichman
Kalik & Associates, Inc.

Debby Silverberg
Barbara Sandmel

Mrs. Betty Smith
Ron and Barb Marsek

Ms. Laura Stuetzer
Carol Berkowitz
Walter Eisenhauer
Grace Landel
Vivian Moynihan
JP Orlando
Lori Swanchak

Andrew Wyatt
St. Louis Herb Society

In Memory of
Barbara Blanke
Janice and Lesley L. Joplin

Mr. Erwin F. Branahl
Staff of A Companion 

Network

Mrs. Patricia Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Brauer
Mrs. Angela Horwitz
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy R. Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy O’Leary
Katherine G. Wheeler

Mrs. Trudy Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth S. 

Kranzberg

Mrs. Margaret “Miggie” Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Baur
Mrs. Donald Danforth, Jr.
Marjorie H. Dozier
Beth Eley
Mrs. Susan Hall
Mr. and Mrs. L. Shepley Hermann
Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Hoerr III
Sarah Rutledge Hundgen and 

Donald Hundgen
Karen Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Lause
Mrs. Ann Liberman
Mrs. John Peters MacCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Charles N. McAlpin
Mrs. Lansden McCandless, Jr.
Beth and Jim Meteer
Mrs. Irene R. Morrill
James M. Neville
The Northern Trust  

Company–St. Louis
Dr. Terri Oehler
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond W. 

Peters II
Roy Pfautch
Mrs. Jean B. Quenon
Mr. and Mrs. H. William 

Reisner, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest T. Rouse III
Dr. and Mrs. William G. Sedgwick
Mrs. Frederick Semple
Mr. Daniel E. Singer
Mrs. Audrey F. Smith
Mrs. Frances F. Thompson
John and Ellen Wallace
Mrs. Randolph Wohltman

Mrs. Irma Decker
Mrs. Judy Albert

Mr. Gene Denzel
George and Susan Solovic

Mrs. Edna W. Dependahl
Don, Jan, and Alex Dalenberg

Trevor James Dreyfus
Ms. Lauren Brummett
Mr. David M. Gulick
Christy and Randy Moore
Ms. Emily Newport
Mr. Connor Sullivan

Roger and Alice English
Richard and Jo Ann Schreiber

Mrs. Marie Fitzgerald
The Branton Family

Mr. Gregory A. Fox
Dorothy and Billy Firestone
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Wallace, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Peter S.  

Wyse Jackson

Mrs. Joanna T. Gerst
Mrs. Jo Ellen Abraham
James and Betsy Klein
Mike, Lisa, Ian, and  

Emma Mason
Dr. Cora E. Musial
Linda C. Sieve

Mrs. Pauline L. Gobczynski
Mrs. Dolores M. Wente and Family

Mr. George S. Graff
Karen Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Little
Mr. and Mrs. Eric P. Seiler, Jr.

Dr. Garrett Hagen, Sr.
Mrs. Margot D. Schwab

Gabriel Hakim
Friends at Enterprise Holdings
Dr. Diana Pascoe-Chavez
Ms. Sarah Schwab

Mrs. Helen L. Halter
Richard and Nancy Bivens
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Bruce
Marilyn C. Kalna
Dan Mahnken and Family
Jim and Jane Orling
Mr. and Mrs. James Relleke
Gary Sadler and Family
Norval Sadler

Virginia Louise Hayes
Cathy Duke
Scott and Judy Guerrero

Mrs. Donna Howdeshell
Jerry and Kathy Budai

Mrs. Barbara Huning
Kathy and Terry Cordova

Matilda Chahine Jeha
Suzanne LeBeau

Mrs. Barbara Johnson
Susie S. Fandos
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Lischer

Mrs. Marguerite A. Keller
Ms. Margaret Croner
Gregory and Val Thebeau

Ruth Kelly
Walter Hinton
Heidi Hornaday

Mary Helen Kimmich
Don and Donna 

Nonnenkamp

Mrs. Brenda Kirsch
Ms. Sabrina Lau

Mr. Raymond Kozemczak
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Kahn
Employees of Nicole’s of Ladue

Mr. Eugene Vincent 
Kramolowsky

Vivien and Terry Gardner

Mr. Richard W. Kruse
Mrs. Betty K. Kruse

Mrs. Mary Anne Lucas
Joan Diester
David and Betty Keller
Sam Kriegesmann
Tim and Missy Lucas
Bill and Maureen Porter
Kathleen Repole

Mr. David A. Maddock
Dr. and Mrs. Leon R. Robison III

Mrs. Drucilla “Katy” Markus
Barbara and Rusty Briggs

Mrs. Elizabeth Loy McMahon
Ms. Laura Busky
Georgia Van Cleve Colwell
Sheila McCarthy
Mrs. Marjory Russell
Wellesley Class of 1980:
Helen Moore von Oehsen,
Sandra Mason and  

Mari Kuwabara Wagg

Pam McNeely
Mary Smith

Mr. Frank Morgan
Dan and Carol Gravens

Joan Morris
Bender Weltman Thomas 

Perry PC

Mr. Philip Muzik
Ilene and Burt Follman

Mrs. Ann Gavin Noell
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Maloney
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Martin

Ms. Margaret Noviello
Mrs. Kathy Izzo

Joseph Pantano, Sr.
Margarita Bommarito-

Crouch

Mrs. Meeaeng Park’s Father
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. 

Woolsey

Daniel Podgurski, Jr.
Joseph and Florine Porter

Paris Nicole Price
Patty and Drew Frank
Sherry Vogel

Mrs. Bernadine L. Richard
Mrs. Jean Leonhardt

Herbert Rogul
Farnell Parsons and Carl 

Wellman

Dr. Charles L. Roper
Dr. and Mrs. William G. 

Juergens

James B. Rung
Ikenobo Ikebana Society of 

America, St. Louis Chapter

Mr. Bart Saracino, Sr.
Nancy Riemer

Elizabeth Scheele
Ms. Jane Krasnoff

Ms. Gertrude Scheible
Elsa and Reinhold Abele
Mrs. Joan Rangel

Mrs. Dorothy L. Schott
Maryann Hebel

Bernice Schrand
Debbie McDonald

Mr. James W. Singer III
Judy and Paul Putzel

Susan Smith
Jim and Liz Walker

Helen Stehly
Margo Adams

Mr. Jim Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Long

Mr. Paul von Gontard
Ralph and Eloise Edmonds
Fred and June Kummer

Terry Walsh
Judith S. Rawdon

Pat Wassmann
Mrs. Bridget Jones May

Mira Lynn Wear
Mrs. Beverly Bova

Margaret Virginia Weber
Moog Reunion Committee

Beth Weinhold
Bradley Roy

Mr. Robert B. Weinman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. 

Hansen
MBG Docents
The Piano Club

George Wichman
blueprint314
Marketing Department of 

BJC Health Care

John David Wiese
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Pass

Mrs. Margie Janet Wilhite
Mr. Dwight Bitikofer
Emma Bitikofer Lorimor
Mary Pat Glauber
Mr. and Mrs. William F. James
Toni Klein
Kimberly Landry
Dr. and Mrs. Gregg Lueder

Dorothy M. Yates
R. William Ide

MEMBERS’ 
ENTRY 
COURT
January–March 2016.  
For more information, call 
(314) 577-5118 or visit  
www.mobot.org/donate.

Engraved  
Clay Bricks
Erwin and Adeline Branahl
Ms. Adeline Branahl

Ms. Christine Marie Dresch
Mrs. Susan Ross

Mrs. Helen L. Halter
Mrs. Deborah Halter

Mr. and Mrs. Kaufhold
Mr. Craig Hamby and Mr. 

Brian Magill

Mr. Benjamin S. McLaughlin
Mrs. Amy McLaughlin

Jeffrey D. Million
Scott Million

Charlie and Emily Moran
The Girls from 7900

Emma Sanford
Ms. Claudia Shugert

BUTTERFLY 
HOUSE
January–March 2016. 
Call (314) 577-5118 or visit 
www.butterflyhouse.org/
donate to learn more.

Pavers
Carolyn J. Baker
Ms. Ann Marcum

Mrs. Brenda Kirsch
Linda Miller

Mrs. Sharon Ann Lindner
Lisa and David Lindner

Tina L. Perniciaro
Stacey Moore
Stacy Stoner
Vivienne Topping

Mrs. Dorothy L. Schott
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Hanisch 

and Family

Russell and Elizabeth Theiss
Mrs. Anita Y. Baldwin

Teagan Thibodeau
Edwardsville School District, #7

commemorative gifts

http://www.mobot.org/tributes
http://www.mobot.org/donate
http://www.butterflyhouse.org/donate
http://www.butterflyhouse.org/donate
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thank you

Bridging History 
and the Future

When Barbara and Mike Willock arrived in St. Louis 35 
years ago, the Garden was one of the first places they 

learned about. “The wife of Mike’s supervisor was a volunteer,” 
says Barbara. “She encouraged us to visit. We had a four-year-old 
son, so our first memberships in St. Louis were to the Museum of 
Transportation and the Garden. He loved the tram!”

The Garden has remained an important part of their lives. Both 
enjoy visiting frequently for the beauty and relaxation of the Garden. 
Over the years, they have learned about the Garden’s international 
role in plant science and conservation through lectures, tours, and 
behind-the-scenes experiences. The couple has image plates of 
Captain James Cook’s voyages in their home, so it was a treat to 
visit the Garden’s Herbarium and Library and see the herbarium 
specimens collected on Cook’s voyages.

They made a gift to reopen Henry Shaw’s museum as part 
of the Garden for the World campaign because of the building’s 
connections to the Garden’s history. They have also joined the 
Heritage Society and created a bequest to support the Garden’s 
science and education work. “We have two passions: one is our 
church and theological education, and the other is the Garden,” 
says Mike. “Of all the wonderful things we’re involved in, these are 
the two that rise to the top. And that’s partly because of your track 
record of environmental stewardship.” 

BARBARA AND MIKE WILLOCK

Members since: 1982

What they enjoy most: Coming to festivals and taking their 
grandchildren to the Butterfly House. Mike also enjoys 
photographing the Garden and the reciprocal benefits offered 
to members. Barbara is a gardener, a trait passed down from 
her grandmother, a talented gardener and a certified flower 
judge. She also likes to stop by the Plum Viewing Arbor in 
Seiwa-en, the Japanese Garden. 

Why we give to the Garden: It excites us to have, in our own 
backyard, one of the world’s foremost institutions working 
areas that will have the greatest impact on the future. We’re 
proud to support that.

barbara and mike willock

In Memoriam: Dr. David M. Gates
Dr. David M. Gates passed away this 

March. He served as Missouri Botanical 
Garden director from 1965 to 1971 and 
brought a passion for botany and physics. 
He was also one of the first ecologists 
to warn that fossil fuels, fertilizers, and 
pesticides posed a significant threat to the 
global environment. Dr. Gates merged 
botany and physics in his studies of 
biophysical ecology. 

He left the Garden in 1971 to return to 
the University of Michigan as a professor 
of botany and director of the biological 
station. He continued to support the 
Garden for many years after ending his 
tenure here. We honor Dr. Gates for his 
service to the Garden, his research and 
publications in the field of biophysical 
ecology, and for his work to inform 
leaders across the U.S. of threats to our 
environment.

Learn more about the Heritage Society at  
www.mobot.org/plannedgiving, or contact Joyce 
Pluhar at (314) 577-5199 or joyce.pluhar@mobot.org.
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The Missouri Botanical Garden strives to make 
the most sustainable choices possible to benefit 
people, plants, and the planet. That’s why we offer 
an interactive online version of the Bulletin as well as 
a downloadable PDF. Sign up by sending an email to 
membership@mobot.org. Let us know if you’d like to 
forego your paper subscription to save trees.

You can also send an email if:

  – Your name is misspelled

 –  Your address is incorrect

 – You receive more than one copy

 – You no longer wish to receive the Bulletin

photo by Tom
 Incrocci

JAPANESE FESTIVAL
Labor Day weekend

www.mobot.org/japanesefestival

M i s s o u r i  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n

P.O. Box 299 • St. Louis, MO 63166–0299

PERIODICALS 
POSTAGE PAID AT  
ST. LOUIS, MO

Electronic Service Requested

Join or renew at the 
event and get in for 

free all weekend!

mailto:membership@mobot.org
http://www.mobot.org/japanesefestival
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