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These are exciting times at the Missouri 
Botanical Garden. We are putting the final 
touches on the much-anticipated Lantern 
Festival: Magic Reimagined, which opens on 
May 23. We hope you join us this summer as we 
proudly showcase 22 all-new sets that highlight 
the importance of China’s flora, the Garden’s 
strong research and conservation connection with 
it (see page 12), and the pivotal role that botanical 
gardens have in conserving our environment.

As a leading botanical institution renowned 
the world over and a beloved visitor attraction, 
the Garden continues to fulfill its mission to 
discover, document, and share the knowledge 
of the world’s flora, either through the World 
Flora Online (see page 5) or cataloging regional 
floras, such as our work on the Flora of China, 
the Catalog of Plants of Bolivia, or the Flora of 
North America (see page 7). It is the fundamental 
knowledge of the diversity of our plants that 
will provide us with the resources we need for 
the future, and it is both our privilege and our 
duty to share with you the marvelous work that 
the Garden—your Garden—is doing to preserve 
biodiversity locally, regionally, and globally. 

We are also in the final stages of the Garden 
for the World capital campaign, which, thanks 
to your support, will take the Garden into the 
next chapter of growth and exploration. Exciting 
projects are on the horizon (see page 8), and  
we invite you to be a part of them by visiting 
www.mobot.org/fortheworld to donate, share 
your feedback, and stay in touch with the latest 
news. After all, it is thanks to you that Henry 
Shaw’s vision, which started more than 150 
years ago, will continue delighting millions of 
visitors for years to come.

Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson, 
President
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Did you know?
Your membership provides critical support for our international and 
local plant science and conservation work, and Garden memberships 
contribute 20% of our annual operating funds.

Plus, as a Garden member:
• You receive free admission for two adults and all children (12 and 

younger) at Shaw Nature Reserve and the Butterfly House.
• Special Member Days offer you exclusive activities, tram rides, and 

discounts in the shops and café.
• The Children’s Garden is free to you all day Tuesday (April–October).
• The Garden is open for members only on Tuesday evenings in June and July.
• You are eligible for free or reduced-price admission to over 300 

botanical gardens and arboreta across the U.S. and Canada.

Visit www.mobot.org/membership, email membership@mobot.org, 
or call (314) 577-5118 to learn more.

www.mobot.org/fortheworld
www.mobot.org/membership
mailto:membership@mobot.org
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To discover and share knowledge 
about plants and their environment  
in order to preserve and enrich life.
 – mission of the Missouri Botanical Garden

8  
Fully 
Outgrown
Already at full capacity, the 
greenhouses will get some 
relief from a new nursery.   

12  
Lantern  
Story Maps
An interactive way for visitors 
to experience Lantern Festival.

Hours and Admission
For our current hours and admission prices at 
our three locations, visit www.mobot.org,  
www.butterflyhouse.org, and  
www.shawnature.org.

Contact
Missouri Botanical Garden 
4344 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63110 
(314) 577-5100 • www.mobot.org

On the Cover
Shou, the God of Longevity, at the Double 
Ninth Festival installation in this year's Lantern 
Festival: Magic Reimagined. Photo by Heather 
Marie Osborn.

Credits
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responsible paper around. So if you aren’t 
quite ready to go completely electronic with 
our online version, you can still enjoy your 
paper Bulletin in good conscience. Once 
you’ve read it, please recycle. 
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Garden Welcomes New 
Chief Operating Officer

In February, the 
Missouri Botanical 
Garden welcomed 
Bob Woodruff 
as its new Chief 
Operating Officer. 
He most recently 
served as Director of Huron 
Consulting Group in St. Louis, where 
he provided business consulting to 
higher education clients. He served 
as Vice President and Chief Financial 
Officer at Saint Louis University 
(SLU) from 2003 to 2011. While 
there, he managed the school’s $900 
million endowment and led financing 
for the two largest capital projects 
in the university’s history. Earlier in 
his career, he worked for Deutsche 
Financial Services in a variety of 
roles. He holds a master’s degree 
in business administration from 
Washington University in St. Louis.

Overseeing the day-to-day 
operations at the Garden, Woodruff 
will lead the Finance, General 
Services, Information Technology, 
Communications, and Visitor 
Services divisions as well as the 
Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly House 
and Little Shop Around the Corner. 
“I’m excited about the opportunities 
I see at the Garden,” he says. “We’re 
very fortunate to have many loyal 
supporters and dedicated staff that 
are passionate about the mission 
of the Garden, and I look forward 
to working with the Garden 
community and Board of Trustees 
to advance our mission.”

In other Garden staff news, 
Donna McGinnis was promoted 

from Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement to Senior Vice 
President of Community and 
Development. In this expanded role, 
she oversees the Garden’s Education 
and Sustainability divisions and 
continues to lead the Institutional 
Advancement Division. With this 
promotion, she is now responsible 
for the many ways the Garden 
engages its communities through 
education, community outreach, 
membership, and philanthropy.

Garden Awards 
Greensfelder Medal

The Garden awarded the 
Greensfelder Medal to David 
Kemper on April 14 during a private 
dinner at the President’s Residence. 

The award recognizes an 
individual’s contributions to garden, 
park, and landscape planning 
as well as urban improvement. 
Kemper has been deeply involved 
with the Garden for more than 
30 years. He joined the Garden’s 
Board of Trustees in 1987 and 
served as Chairman from 1998 to 
2000. His support made possible 

the development of the William T. 
Kemper Center for Home Gardening. 

In addition to serving on the 
Board of Trustees, Kemper is 
currently a member of the Finance, 
Executive, Investment, Capital 
Campaign, and Nominating 
committees. He has chaired the 
Garden’s Horticulture Committee 
for many years and guided many 
of the recent developments in 
horticulture such as the expansion 
of the living collections, the 
implementation of the Living 
Collections Management System, 
and the establishment of a new 
plant nursery (see pages 8–11).

The Greensfelder Medal was 
named after Albert P. and Blanche 
Y. Greensfelder, whose leadership 
and commitment to green space 
preservation left a legacy that is best 
exemplified by the transformation of 
a mining and logging site into what 
is today Greensfelder Park in west 
St. Louis County. The medal, which 
was first presented in 1980, is not 
awarded annually but only when 
the Garden identifies a person who 
demonstrates the Greensfelders’ love 
of parks and nature.

Corporate Partners 
Program Reaches 100

The Garden’s Corporate 
Partners Program has reached a 
milestone 100 partner companies. 
Corporate Partners make an 
annual financial commitment 
to the Garden’s mission and are 
essential to the Garden’s ongoing 
operations. These 100 companies 
represent a diverse range of 
industries, interests, and sizes. 

News

David Kemper (left) received the Greensfelder Medal 
from Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson at a private event in April. 
(photo by Kevin Kersting)

http://www.mobot.org/corporate
http://www.mobot.org/corporate
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They choose to support the Garden 
for many reasons—plant science, 
arts and culture, sustainability, 
education, community enrichment, 
conservation—and some have been 
partners for decades. 

Corporate Partners also appoint 
representatives to the Corporate 
Council, one of the Garden’s 
four volunteer leadership boards, 
to further engage the corporate 
community with the Garden’s 
global mission and local impact. 
These individuals bring a wealth of 
personal talent as well as the diverse 
perspectives of their organizations 
to Garden leaders, working  
together to connect and enrich  
our community.

The Garden is profoundly 
grateful for the continued and 
growing support it receives from our 
Corporate Partners.

Garden Introduces Military 
Appreciation Week

In recognition of our military 
service members, the Garden is 
proud to introduce a Military 
Appreciation Week membership 
sale. From Sunday, June 28, to 
Sunday, July 5, visit the Membership 
Services Desk in the Ridgway 
Visitor Center, Sophia M Sachs 
Butterfly House, or Shaw Nature 
Reserve with a valid military ID and 
receive a 20% discount on a new, 
renewed, or gift membership. For 
more information, please contact 
the Membership Department at 
membership@mobot.org or  
(314) 577-5118.

Mullanphy Centennial
Mullanphy Investigative Learning 

Center, a magnet elementary school 
in the Saint Louis Public Schools 
(SLPS) district, is celebrating 100 
years this year. To commemorate 
the occasion and its long history 
with the school, the Garden offered 
all Mullanphy staff members 
honorary Garden memberships—
from administrative to cafeteria 
staff. “We wanted to celebrate 
this milestone by ensuring that all 
Mullanphy staff could enjoy the 
Garden at their leisure and with 

their families,” says Membership 
Manager Andrea Nickrent.

Formerly called the Bryan 
Mullanphy School, the school and 
the Garden have a long history 
together. The St. Louis Board of 
Education purchased the land on 
which it stands in 1910 from the 
Garden’s Board of Trustees, and in 
1993, the school reopened as one of 
the two magnet schools developed 
by SLPS in collaboration with the 
Garden, the Saint Louis Zoo, the 
University of Missouri–St. Louis, 
and the St. Louis Science Center. 

The World Flora Online Council discussed in Geneva the project’s next steps. (photo courtesy of Richelle Weihe)

World Flora Online Update
In late January, Garden President 

Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson and other 
staff members traveled to Geneva 
for the latest meeting on the World 
Flora Online (WFO), which, thanks 
to the support of the Monsanto 
Company, seeks to have an online 
flora of all known plants by 2020. 

Several major goals were 
accomplished including adopting an 

operating system developed by the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and 
adopting the Plant List, an existing 
joint project developed by Kew and 
the Garden, as the nomenclatural 
backbone. Google also committed 
to host WFO with $100,000 worth 
of cloud server credits, allowing the 
operating system and data to be 
fully functional by the next WFO 
meeting in Rio de Janeiro this fall.

mailto:membership@mobot.org
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News cont.

Garden Wins Arcus Award
The St. Louis Regional Chamber 

celebrated its second annual Arcus 
Awards in February and presented 
the Arcus Award for Achievement 
in Biosciences to the Garden. The 
awards celebrate businesses and 
organizations that made significant 
contributions to St. Louis, and 
the Garden was recognized for 
advancing St. Louis’s reputation 
as a global hub for bioscience and 
worldwide leadership in plant 
research and conservation. 

Civic Stewardship Award 
for Reserve’s Woodbury

The St. Louis Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA) awarded 
Scott Woodbury, Whitmire 
Family Curator of Native Plant 
Horticulture at Shaw Nature 
Reserve, its 2014 Civic Stewardship 
Award. St. Louis ASLA President 
Scott Emmelkamp and past 
president Tim Slazinik presented 
the award at the annual ceremony 
in February. The Civic Stewardship 
Awards recognize individuals or 
organizations that raise awareness 

or show stewardship of the natural 
or built environment. With 
this accolade, ASLA recognizes 
Woodbury’s efforts over many 
years to develop programs to 
connect the general public, design 
professionals, developers, and 
public agencies with native plants 
and the benefits they provide for 
public and environmental health. 

Enhancing Greenspace in 
in City Neighborhood

This summer, the Garden’s 
education and community outreach 
team will work with residents, 
students, and community leaders 
in the historic Baden neighborhood 
in north St. Louis city to explore 
how nature can have an impact on 
quality of life. The pilot project, 
which will run through 2016, is a 
collaboration between Baden, the 
City of St. Louis, BiodiverseCity 
St. Louis, the Garden, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation, STL 
Youth Jobs, the Metropolitan 
St. Louis Sewer District, and a host 
of other community organizations.

With the support from a private 
donor and a local community 
foundation, the Garden will work 
with STL Youth Jobs to employ 
and train area teens to install and 
care for a community garden on 
city-owned property, centrally 
located and accessible to a diversity 
of residents. In addition, local 
K–8 youth, families, and seniors 
will also be engaged via hands-on 
interactive programs and action 
projects, including community clean-
ups, invasive plant removal, and 
native tree plantings.  

The project is part of the City 
of St. Louis’s Urban Vitality and 
Ecology initiative and will serve as 
a model from which to learn how 
best to engage, equip, support, 
and rally communities around 
the environmental, social, and 
economic benefits of urban green 
space and nearby nature.  

Garden Welcomes BGCI 
Congress Delegates

From April 26 through May 1, 
the Garden hosted more than 300 
delegates from 41 countries for 
the Botanic Gardens Conservation 
International’s (BGCI) 9th 
Congress on Education in Botanic 
Gardens. The congress was made 
possible thanks to the support 
of Andrew Barnett and Louisa 
Hooper of the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, The Boeing Company, 
Kathy Mckinnon and the Sylvia 
Scholarship Fund, Sigma-Aldrich, 
Anheuser-Busch, Sharon and Dale 
Fiehler, Katy Land Trust, David 
and Cheryl Morley, Mr. David 
Orthwein, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
W. Peters II, Mr. and Mrs.  
Nicholas L. Reding, and The  
Saint Louis Brewery.

At the congress, Dr. Cary 
Fowler received the 7th William 
L. Brown Award for Excellence in 
Genetic Resource Conservation. 
Dr. Rainer Bussmann, Director of 
the Garden’s William L. Brown 
Center, presented the award. 
“The William L. Brown Award 
recognizes the outstanding 
contributions of an individual 
in the field of genetic resource 
conservation and use, to which 

Bob Newmark (right) of Bryan Cave LLP, the award 
sponsor, presented the award to Senior Vice President 
of Science and Conservation Dr. Jim Miller (left).  
(photo courtesy of the St. Louis Regional Chamber)
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Dr. Fowler has been committed 
throughout his career,” he said.

Dr. Fowler’s experience 
includes heading the International 
Conference Program on Plant 
Genetic Resources at the U.N. Food 
and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO) and producing the first 
global assessment of the state of the 
world’s crop diversity. From 2005 
to 2012, he lead the Global Crop 
Diversity Trust, which he helped 
found, to ensure the conservation 
of crop diversity for food security, 
including the creation of the 
Svalbard Seed Vault that houses 
more than 783,000 food crop 
varieties and their wild relatives.

Garden Publishes Volumes 
Documenting Floras

The Garden recently published 
the two-volume set of the 
Catalog of the Plants of Bolivia, 
documenting more than 15,000 
species known from that country, 
Volume 8 of the Flora of Costa 
Rica, the second-to-last in the 
series, and Volume 9 of the Flora of 
North America. “We desperately 

need to have a comprehensive 
account and a proper baseline of 
the flora of every region in the 
world because this will drive our 
efforts to conserve biodiversity 
to ensure we live in a sustainable 
planet in the future,” says Garden 
President Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson. 

Volume 9 of the Flora of North 
America, which covers the rose 
family (Rosaceae), was dedicated 
to Dr. Walter Lewis, former 
Senior Botanist at the Garden and 
Professor Emeritus of Biology at 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
in recognition of his contributions 
to the knowledge of Rosaceae and 
his support of the Flora of North 
America project and the Garden. 

During the February reception, 
Dr. Wyse Jackson and Washington 
University Chancellor Dr. Mark 
Wrighton praised both Dr. Lewis 
for his work and the partnership 
between the two institutions. 
“We’re fortunate to be partners 
with the Garden,” Dr. Wrighton 
said. “The Missouri Botanical 
Garden is an institution of great 
consequence not only for St. Louis 
but increasingly for the world.”

Planning Your Visit: 
Roadwork By the Garden

As you plan your visit to the 
Garden this summer, please note 
that the City of St. Louis Street 
Department will be doing roadwork 
on Kingshighway at I-44 after 
Memorial Day.

For the most current information, 
visit www.mobot.org/directions or 
follow the Garden on Twitter and 
Facebook.

When and how should I 
divide my perennials?
Late July through September is the 
preferred time to lift and divide many 
perennial flowers. This includes spring 
and early-summer blooming perennials 
such as iris, peonies, hostas, bleeding 
hearts, and coral bells. This will give 
them a chance to develop a good root 
system before cold weather sets in. 
Given proper care, they should also 
bloom the following spring, but some 
will take two years to bloom well.
To dig, use a sharp garden spade to 
lift your perennials. Dig several inches 
out from the outermost stems and lift 
the clump out of the ground. Using an 
old, large knife, cut the clumps into 
sections. Another method is to use two 
digging forks and pry the clump apart. 
Peonies do not need dividing on a 
regular basis. If they are flowering 
well, leave them alone unless you want 
to increase your number of plants or 
relocate a plant. Bearded iris and 
perennial asters should be divided 
every three to four years. Divide the 
clumps and keep only the young, 
healthiest rhizomes. Discard the old 
rhizomes in the center of the clump. 
Learn more about caring for your 
perennials with our gardening 
advice, tips, and resources available 
at www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp.
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(from left) Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson, Garden Curator and 
Editorial Director of Flora of North America Dr. James 
Zarucchi, and Dr. Mark Wrighton present a copy of  
volume 9 to Dr. Walter Lewis, which was dedicated to him.

www.mobot.org/directions
www.mobot.org/gardeninghelp
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Space. It may seem that, with 79 acres, the Missouri Botanical Garden has 
plenty of space to showcase its diverse plant collection. However, beyond the 

display gardens and buildings, there is much more than meets the eye. Behind the 
scenes, limited space is available to house and grow all the individual plants that 

make up the Garden’s living collections. The greenhouses are the only place where 
the Garden can house its permanent collections, grow thousands of individual 

plants for floral display, and conduct research and propagation work to support 
its conservation programs. And they have been running out of space. 

OUT
GROWN

Fully
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THE GREENHOUSES
The Garden currently has approximately 

53,000 square feet—about one acre—of nursery 
space. A total of 18 greenhouses are connected 
to a large central hallway called the Head House 
(see table below). Their purposes range from 
housing some of the Garden’s most precious plant 
collections to producing more than 200,000 
individual plants for the Garden’s annual displays, 
such as the front entrance, the Climatron® Central 
Axis, and the Doris Waters Harris Lichtenstein 
Victorian District. 

The Garden is home to two of the world’s 
largest and finest permanent collections: the 
orchid collection, which was started by Henry 
Shaw in 1876 and contains approximately 6,700 
individual plants, and the aroid collection, 
which has about 4,000 individual plants. 
The greenhouses are also home to the desert 
collection, which was started by Dr. George 
Engelmann and is made up of approximately 
1,000 individual plants, and the aquatic plant 
collection, which contains more than 200 water 
lily cultivars. Garden horticulturists also work 
closely with the Garden’s researchers to care for 
plants they have collected around the world. The 
little space that remains is used for production. 

THE LIVING COLLECTIONS
The pressure of housing permanent collections 

and producing thousands of individual plants 
for rotating displays on Garden grounds and for 
floral display shows leaves little space to grow 
plants to add to the permanent living collection. 
These include hardy plants, such as perennials and 
woody shrubs and trees, that can survive outside 
in the winter and therefore comprise most of the 
plants visitors see out on the grounds year-round. 

The collections also include plants that support 
the Garden’s conservation and research work, 
which have to be collected in the wild and grown 
in-house. “The fact is that we need to have wild-
sourced material grown here on-site and added 
to the collection because we can’t just go down 
to the local store and buy it,” says Vice President 
of Horticulture Andrew Wyatt. “Unfortunately, 
right now we have to buy a lot of material, but the 
goal is to get to a point where we’re producing at 
least 95 percent of our plant material in-house.”

PLANT DISTRIBUTION BY GREENHOUSE

3 orchid collection

2 aroid collection

1 plants collected by researchers

3 foliage plants for floral display shows

1/2 cacti and succulents

1/2 aquatic plants

1 newly propagated plants

1 shade in the summer

4 production of spring and summer bedding 
plants and the floral display shows

1 stock plants or cuttings

1 production of wild-sourced species

(above) The Garden’s aroid collection is considered one of the largest in the world, 
and it is all housed in one of the 18 greenhouses.

(opposite) The existing greenhouses have reached their capacity over the years, with 
little room to grow plants to add to the living collections. (photos by Maddy Gordon)
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A NEW NURSERY FOR THE GARDEN
Whether plants are grown for conservation 

purposes or for display, the Garden is one step 
closer to achieving that goal. A plan is being 
finalized to have a new nursery in operation by 
the spring of 2016. This new off-site facility will 
alleviate some of the space issues in the existing 
greenhouses by adding about 6.5 acres of working 
space for horticulturists. It will strongly support 
the Garden’s mission to discover and conserve 
some of the plant world’s rarest and most 
threatened species and share the knowledge with 
others. “Any plants that we can grow ourselves and 
add to the Garden’s living collections are a tool 
for both conservation and education purposes,” 
Wyatt says. “They will allow our visitors to see a 
diversity of plants and have an understanding of 
their habitats and their importance.”

Having the space to grow plants to add to 
the permanent collection will do more than just 
decrease the Garden’s reliance on commercially 
sourced plants for its displays. The new nursery 
will provide an incomparable learning space for 
Garden horticulturists. Horticulture is more than 
a love of gardening; it’s a science that includes 
understanding propagation and cultivation to be 
able to grow plants. 

The Garden produces about 200,000 individual plants every year for the annual displays, most of which is commercially sourced. The new nursery will add much-needed space 
to grow most of these as well as plants of conservation concern that can be added to the permanent living collection. (photo by Maddy Gordon)

Dr. Quinn Long and Dr. Matthew Albrecht of the Garden's Center for Conservation and 
Sustainable Development (CCSD) collected seeds of Marshallia mohrii last summer in 
the Ketona Glades in Alabama as part of their effort to seedbank rare species of the 
southeastern U.S. Since no germination studies had been published for the species, 
they initiated a study for which data recording is being concluded today. They shared 
the many seedlings that resulted from this experiment with Garden Horticulturist 
Justin Lee, who is propagating them for inclusion in the Garden's living collections. 
(photo by Maddy Gordon)



Each time they sow a seed or pot a plant, a wealth of 
information available at that time is recorded: the type 
of soil, the process to break the seed’s dormancy, the 
germination success rate, etc. “That information is very key 
to generate knowledge over time,” Wyatt says. “So if we don’t 
grow plants and continue buying them, we will not be able 
to generate and gain that knowledge that comes from that 
growth process as well.”

The nursery will allow the resources currently allocated 
to commercially source the Garden’s plant material to 
be reallocated and used for essentials like soil, pots, and 
containers, and for long-term investments in the Garden’s 
future as a top botanical institution: developing horticultural 
skill and collecting plants in the wild, and enabling the 
Garden to tailor its collections for more conservation. By 
investing in the future of horticulture, the Garden is investing 
in the future of plant biodiversity around the world.

THANK YOU! 
Since the spring issue of the Bulletin, 
we have raised more than $350,000 
toward our $1.2 million goal to reopen 
Henry Shaw’s Museum. Hundreds of 
members and donors have contributed 
to this exciting project. Each 
contribution truly makes a difference.

These donations are also helping us 
reach our total campaign goal of $100 
million. We have raised more than 
$82 million as of this publication for 
a variety of projects and initiatives. To 
donate or to learn more about these 
campaign projects, please visit  
www.mobot.org/fortheworld.

A SPECIAL EVENT
The Garden is proud to host donors 
making gifts of $500 or more to 
the capital campaign for a special 
recognition event on Tuesday, July 21.

Make a gift of $500 or more and 
receive two tickets to the event.

Gifts of $500–$999
Can be paid in 12 monthly contributions

Gifts of $1,000–2,400
Can be paid in 24 monthly contributions

Gifts of $2,500 and above
Can be paid in 36 monthly contributions

HOW TO GIVE
Visit www.mobot.org/fortheworld, use 
the campaign envelope in this Bulletin 
to mail a gift, or call (314) 577-5118 
to make a gift over the phone or for 
more information.

GARDEN
WORLDfor the

capital campaign

Investing in the science of horticulture is not just essential to the Garden’s reputation as a top 
botanical institution but to conserving plants and the environment as well.  
(photo by Erin Whitson)

www.mobot.org/fortheworld
www.mobot.org/fortheworld
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In ancient Chinese legends, the Flower Fairy oversees all the 
flowers on Earth, determining their color, blooming season, scent, 
location, and other qualities. Flowering, however, is a complex 
process dictated by day length and temperature and has been 
affected by climate change. Considering plants have ecological, 
economic, and medicinal uses, it is crucial to study its impact on 
plants and the environment. From China to Missouri, Garden 
researchers are studying how changes in climate are disrupting 
pollination patterns, plant physiology, and plant-animal symbioses.

Behind the metal, silk, and lights that make up each of the 
installations in this year’s Lantern Festival: Magic Reimagined are 
stories that capture legends, cultural references, and connections 
with the Garden. Flower Fairies, located in the Bottlebrush Buckeye 
pathway, is just one example. With a new web application, available 
at www.mobot.org/lanternfestival, the Garden invites visitors to 
discover these stories and immerse themselves in this summer’s 
blockbuster exhibit.

The application, called a story map, utilizes interactive maps 
as a means of organizing and presenting stories related to the 
lanterns and our plant collections. The app was developed to map 
and describe various plant collections on Garden grounds, starting 
with the stories of some of our notable trees. However, Senior 
Publications Manager Liz Fathman recognized its potential as a 

Story Maps
Take the Lantern 
Festival With You 
and Go Beyond the 
Metal and Silk

Lantern

www.mobot.org/lanternfestival
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way to enhance the Lantern Festival experience. “I saw 
a way to combine multiple layers in a single application: 
lantern stories, plant stories, and their locations on a 
single map of the Garden,” Fathman says. “We are excited 
about the potential for this tool going forward as a way 
to offer visitors multiple interpretations, allowing them to 
choose which stories they are interested in.”

 The lanterns were designed to celebrate China’s flora, 
the Garden’s horticultural and research work, and the 
importance of plant conservation. Using data from the 
Garden’s Living Collections Management System and 
geographic information system (GIS) software, the map 
shows all of the installations and their corresponding 
stories on Garden grounds. Visitors can navigate to 
each of the lantern installations, click on the features 
in the associated map, and read more about the lantern 
or plant stories. Each of these options will have photos, 
descriptions, and interesting facts that expand upon 
the brief description in front of the lantern. “The living 
collection is made up of over 16,000 taxa and are at 
the heart of our mission,” says Rebecca Sucher, Living 
Collections Manager at the Garden. “We are excited 
to use this new tool to tie the beautiful lanterns to 
our collections and promote an understanding of the 
connections among people, plants, and the environment.”

The Lantern Festival app will allow visitors to navigate to each installation, 
click on the features in the associated map, and read more about the lantern 
or plant stories.

May 23 to August 23
www.mobot.org/lanternfestival

Sponsorship by Ameren Missouri Pure Power, Anheuser-Busch, The Boeing Company, Centene Charitable Foundation,  
Missouri Botanical Garden Corporate Council, the Crawford Taylor Foundation, Drury Hotels Company,  

Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Gallagher United Fruit & Produce Company, Ms. Elizabeth L. Green, The Konzen Family,  
Jeanne and Steve Maritz, Missouri Botanical Garden Members' Board and alumni, Sachs Properties, Judy and Gene Toombs, 

UMB Bank, Wells Fargo Advisors, Missouri Botanical Garden Young Friends Council and alumni.

Presented by

NIGHT of MAGIC
Lantern Festival 
Premiere Gala
MAY 22 6:30 P.M.
Tickets: $250; available at  

www.mobot.org/memberevents.

Members-Only 
Night

MAY 26 6–10 P.M.
Tickets: $11 adults; $5 children 

www.mobot.org/memberevents.

Member tickets are half price! 
Purchase your tickets online or at the  
ticket counter now. You can also 
purchase tickets by phone at  
(314) 678-7442. 

PLUS! Present  
your membership  
card at the  
Membership  
Services Desk  
during the festival  
and receive a special  
edition Lantern Festival  
bamboo fan*.

Just for members

*  Limit one per membership.  
While supplies last.
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www.mobot.org/lanternfestival
www.mobot.org/memberevents
www.mobot.org/memberevents
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Butterfly House

The addition of Nature T·R·E·K will be the largest exhibit expansion into the Native Butterfly Garden since it opened 15 years ago. (photo by Kevin Wolf)

Discovering Nature With Senses
Primarily used as a special events space, the Native 

Butterfly Garden habitat at the Sophia M. Sachs 
Butterfly House is located in the back of the main 
building for visitors of all ages to enjoy. However, this 
half-acre green space is often overlooked, with only 
about half of everyday attendees venturing out there 
each year. This summer, the Butterfly House invites 
visitors to discover its backyard and experience Nature 
T·R·E·K, a sensory trail where families come Together 
to Respect, Engage, and gain Knowledge in nature. 

Nature T·R·E·K was made possible by the support 
of the Nature Play Begins at Your Zoo & Aquarium 
grant by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(AZA) and the Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund. 
The $5,000 grant provides financial, logistical, and 
creative support for accredited zoos and aquariums 
to create projects that connect families to nature 
play experiences in their communities. The Butterfly 
House was the first dedicated insect facility in the U.S. 
accredited by the AZA.

The 250-foot-long trail that runs through the 
garden features five interactive stations focused on 
each one of the senses. As visitors enter the garden, 
lavender, rosemary, and mint in the fragrant garden 

will delight people’s sense of smell. As they approach 
the new sound deck, visitors can recreate the sound of 
rain or crickets and frogs as they play different nature 
instruments. Just around the corner, a honeycomb 
climbing structure will encourage visitors to learn about 
the importance of bees and taste a sample of honey when 
they visit the Butterfly House Gift Shop. Finally, pine 
cones, tree bark, and magnolia leaves will allow guests 
to touch and feel different textures found in nature 
before they head to the rainbow garden and experience 
a mix of art and colorful, butterfly-friendly plants. 

Nature T·R·E·K opens to the public Memorial 
Day weekend. “We are excited to offer an immersive 
experience for families who visit the Butterfly House,” 
says Butterfly House Director Vickie Campbell.

If you’re interested in supporting Nature T·R·E·K, 
please contact the Butterfly House at (636) 530-0076 
or Institutional Advancement at (314) 577-9500 for 
more information.

Want more? Come explore the Native Butterfly Garden and the  
new Nature T·R·E·K at night during the annual Firefly Festival on  
June 10, 17, and 24. Visit www.butterflyhouse.org to learn more.

www.butterflyhouse.org
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Shaw Nature Reserve

With 14 miles of well-maintained, scenic trails, the Reserve offers a unique opportunity to get out and explore Missouri’s biodiverse ecosystems. (photo by Charles Schmidt)

Escaping the Everyday in Nature
Whether you’re an experienced runner 

or a casual hiker looking for ways to 
exercise and enjoy the weather, Shaw 
Nature Reserve features 14 miles of hiking 
trails with easy to moderate difficulty 
levels, which means there’s something for 
everyone. The 2,441-acre Reserve sits at 
the juncture of several natural habitats, so 
it is uniquely positioned to offer some of 
the best trails in the St. Louis area with 
breathtaking landscapes that are second 
to none. 

Some of the most popular trails are the 
Wolf Run and Brush Creek trails, which 
are perfect for hot days because of their 
shaded areas. The Wetland Trail is also a 
favorite because of the scenic view along 
the 300-foot boardwalk. For the more 
surefooted hikers, there is the Wildflower 
Trail and the Bluff Overlook Trail. For 
families with young children, two short 
hikes from the Visitor Center take you to 
the Nature Explore Classroom and the 
Whitmire Wildflower Garden. 

While there is not a five-mile trail at 
the Reserve, those wanting to do a longer 
run can mix and match the different trails 
and create their own. Reserve Instructor 
Rachel Weller, an avid runner herself, has 
done a 16-mile training run at the Reserve 
and knows others have created their long-
distance routes. “One of our local runners 
did a 20-mile training run here,” she says. 
The Reserve also offers a variety of group 
hiking and running events that range 
from the fun and casual—annual Daffodil 
Dash 5K Trail Run and trail social runs—
to the specialty—Hiking with Rover and 
Full Moon Night Hike for Adults.

At the Reserve, you can experience 
well-maintained trails with water 
fountains and restrooms along the way 
while enjoying nature and some of the 
local wildlife that you won’t see in many 
other places. “If you’re lucky, you get to 
experience the wonderful biodiversity 
we have here,” says Lydia Toth, Senior 
Education Manager at the Reserve.

National Trails Day
Saturday, June 6 
Shaw Nature Reserve

The Reserve will offer free 
admission to everyone 
in celebration of the 
American Hiking Society’s 
National Trails Day.

For more information 
about our trails, including 
maps, suggested routes, 
and classes, please visit  
www.shawnature.org/
trails. 

www.shawnature.org/trails
www.shawnature.org/trails
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Horticulture

The International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) ranks Mauritius as having the third most 
endangered flora in the world. Thanks to the support 
of the St. Louis Herb Society, the St. Louis Master 
Gardeners, Mr. David Orthwein, and Marion and  
Van-Lear Black, four members of the Garden’s 
Horticulture team traveled to Mauritius earlier this 
year as part of a partnership with the Mauritian 
National Parks and Conservation Service (NPCS) and 
the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation (MWF) to help repair 
and rebuild Pigeon Wood Nursery, collect specimens 
for propagation, provide training and workshops to 
help conserve the Mauritian flora, and meet with 
government staff involved in plant conservation there.

At only 100 sq. ft., Pigeon Wood Nursery plays 
an important role in the effort to conserve rare and 
endemic plant life on the island. When its misting 
system stopped working in 2010, plant propagation 
work was seriously affected, limiting the critical work 
of conserving some of the island’s most threatened 
species. The nursery is one of the propagation facilities 
used to house a field gene bank of rare plant species 
that’s run by NPCS and MWF. 

The Garden team and MWF staff collected plant 
samples of rare or endangered species that would be 
propagated in Pigeon Wood. This sometimes meant 
hiking or climbing under treacherous conditions 
because many of the remaining highland plants are 
located on mountaintops, and few places where these 
species grow remain untouched by urban development, 
deforestation for sugar cane production, or invasive 
species. “There’s so much to do to save these plants,” 
says Jennifer Smock, one of the horticulturists who 
made the trip. “But you don’t realize it until you get 
there and see the problem.” 

The horticulturists shared their expertise in the 
precise, detailed process of collecting plants for 
propagation. This involves gathering data that will 
stay with the plant throughout its journey from 
collection to propagation and ultimately planting or 
reintroduction, helping conservation institutions more 
precisely track population levels of endangered species.

Conservation Horticulture

Learn more! Hear more about the trip as the team gives a free 
presentation Thursday, June 11 at 11 a.m. in the Shoenberg Theater.

Collecting samples for propagation involves gathering data such as scientific name, description, photos, DNA, GIS coordinates, and habitat notes. (photo by Andrew Wyatt)
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Education

While research continues to mount on the real loss 
of math and reading skills during summer break, 
families looking for ways to prevent this without 
taking away the fun of the long-awaited and well-
deserved vacation can count on programs like Tales 
& Trails to stay active and keep their brains energized 
and engaged while having fun. The program was born 
in 2014 when BiodiverseCity St. Louis, a Garden-led 
community initiative, and the St. Louis Public Library 
wanted to prompt kids and their families to connect 
in new ways with nearby nature. More than 100 youth 
completed the Tales & Trails challenge in its pilot year, 
pairing nature-inspired books with outdoor experiences 
like hiking, gardening, picnicking, and camping. 

This summer, the Garden is partnering with the 
Missouri Department of Conservation, St. Louis 
County Library, St. Louis Public Library, the City of 
St. Louis, St. Louis County Parks, and Great Rivers 
Greenway to offer Tales & Trails again to the greater 
St. Louis region. “St. Louis has so many great parks, 
trails, gardens, and other green spaces,” says Vice 
President of Education Sheila Voss. “It’s like one big 
outdoor learning lab, really.” 

Taking a book for a hike, a walk to the park, a 
trip to the farmer’s market, or even just the backyard 
allows readers to connect their favorite books to the 
real world in new ways. “There’s no better place to 
read than in nature, and there are hundreds of books 
that can excite kids about science and the natural 
world,” says Patty Carleton, SLPL Director of Youth 
Services. “The Garden is a family place, and reading is 
a family affair, so it’s a natural fit.” 

The program, which starts June 1 and ends 
August 30, offers a reading log and a list of suggested 
books and outdoor areas that relate to each book. 
Participants are also encouraged to choose their own. 
Once they complete the five-book challenge, families can 
take their completed log to the Garden, Shaw Nature 
Reserve, or the Butterfly House to redeem a prize pack, 
which includes a journal, a water bottle, and other 
goodies, to reward young readers and outdoor explorers.

Reading in the Great Outdoors
The Tales & Trails summer reading challenge encourages families to pair nature-inspired books with outdoor experiences in nearby parks, markets, etc. (photo by Rachel Weller)

Get involved! To learn more about Tales & Trails and to download 
the reading log, please visit www.mobot.org/education. 

www.mobot.org/education
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Members-Only Tuesday Nights
Tuesdays in June and July; 5–8 p.m.

Enjoy the beauty of the Garden 
grounds and these extra benefits: 
admission to the Children’s 
Garden, docent-led tours, Café 
Flora, games with the Chess Club 
and Scholastic Center of Saint 
Louis, and Science:30 programs 
in Spink Pavilion, June 9, June 23, 
July 14, and July 28 (reservations 
required). For more details, visit 
www.mobot.org/membertuesdays. 
Lantern Festival will not be lit during 
Member-Only Tuesday Nights.

Green Homes Festival
Saturday, June 20; 9 a.m.–4 p.m.; 
Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly House 
New location!

Live green and play green with the 
EarthWays Center at the is day-long 
celebration of sustainability. Enjoy 
family activities, presentations, crafts, 
live music, local food, shopping, and 
fun. Free festival admission.  
www.mobot.org/greenhomesfest. 
Presented by Ameren Missouri.

Member Event: Family Picnic
Monday, July 13; 5:30–8:30 p.m.

Bring your waste-free picnic or 
purchase picnic fare on-site.  
Enjoy music, face painters, crafts, 
balloon artists, and a chance to 
play in the Children’s Garden after 
hours! Reservations: (314) 577-5118 
or www.mobot.org/memberevents. 
Lantern Festival will not be lit 
during Family Picnic.

Members Day: Paper Kite Festival
Monday, August 3; 2–4 p.m.; 
Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly House 

Learn how paper kite butterflies are 
connected to our local monarchs. 

See kite-building demonstrations 
and decorate your own kite to take 
home. Reservations: (314) 577-5118 
or www.mobot.org/memberevents.

Garden Gallop 5K
Sunday, August 16; 7–9 a.m.

Join the Young Friends of the 
Garden for our summer 5K fun 
run! All proceeds benefit the 
Children’s Garden. Participants 
receive a commemorative run shirt. 
$30 members and virtual runners; 
$40 for nonmembers. Advance 
ticket purchase required:  
www.mobot.org/gardengallop.

Members Day:  
Vital, Beautiful Native Plants
Tuesday, August 18; 11 a.m. to 
noon; Shoenberg Theater

Join us as Shaw Nature Reserve’s 
Scott Woodbury discusses the 
importance of native plants, the roles 
they play for Missouri wildlife, and 
how they can enhance your garden. 
Reservations: (314) 577-5118 or  
www.mobot.org/memberevents.   

Member Events

Wednesdays 
May 27–July 29*

Concerts at 7:30 p.m.   
Free admission after 5 p.m.

May 27 David Dee & the Hot Tracks

June 3 Diesel Island

June 10 Nikki Hill

June 17 Joe Mancuso

June 24 Jeremiah Johnson Band

July 1 Saint Louis Social Club

July 8 Erin Bode Group

July 15 Loot Rock Gang

July 22 Magnolia Summer

July 29  Tommy Halloran’s  
Guerrilla Swing

May 23 to August 23

www.mobot.org/lanternfestival

Experience the all-new Chinese lantern exhibit unique  
installations with environmental, historic, and plant-based themes.

Member tickets are half price!

Presented by

*Lantern Festival will not be lit during Whitaker nights

www.mobot.org/membertuesdays
www.mobot.org/greenhomesfest
www.mobot.org/memberevents
www.mobot.org/memberevents
www.mobot.org/gardengallop
www.mobot.org/memberevents
www.mobot.org/lanternfestival
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Firefly Festival Sale
June 10, 17, and 24; Butterfly 
House Gift Shop
Celebrate the annual Firefly Festival 
with 10% off at the Butterfly 
House Gift Shop on the evenings 
of the event. Members enjoy an 
additional 10% off throughout the 
store. See gift shop for more details.

Little Shop Big Sale
June 6; 10 a.m.–4 p.m.;  
Little Shop Around the Corner
Enjoy 40 to 70% off storewide (no 
additional discounts) and browse 
through our vintage merchandise 
including crystal, home decor, 
 antique items, furniture, and more!

Staff and Volunteer Sale
June 18–22; Garden Gate Shop, 
Butterfly House Gift Shop, and 
Little Shop Around the Corner
As a thank you for making the 
Garden a world-class botanical 
institution and destination, all 
Garden staff and volunteers receive 
an extra 10% off their purchases.

Member Days Sale
June 25–29; Garden Gate Shop, 
Butterfly House Gift Shop, and 
Little Shop Around the Corner
Don’t miss this opportunity when 
all Garden members receive 20% 
off purchases in the shops during 
this five-day special sale. 

Bug Hunt Sale
July 11; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;  
Butterfly House Gift Shop
Gear up for Bug Hunt at the 
Butterfly House Gift Shop and 
save 10% on all insect-hunting 
equipment and supplies such 
as nets, containers, and more. 
Members receive an additional 10% 
discount. See gift shop for details.

Eric Carle Sale
July 17–18; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Butterfly House Gift Shop
To celebrate Breakfast with The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar, enjoy 
10% off all Eric Carle merchandise 
in the Butterfly House Gift Shop, 
including books, toys, and more. 
Members receive an additional 10% 
discount. See gift shop for details.

The Chronologers’ Quest 
Book Signing
July 30; 3 p.m.; Garden Gate Shop
Meet author Dr. Patrick Wyse 
Jackson during this special book 
signing event after his lecture at 
2 p.m. in Shoenberg Theater on his 
book that tells the fascinating story 
of attempting to determine the age 
of the Earth.

Iris Sale
August 16–31; 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; 
Garden Gate Shop
Shop a wide selection of irises for 
your garden.

Paper Kite Festival Sale
August 1–31; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Butterfly House Gift Shop
Celebrate the annual Paper Kite 
Festival with 10% off kites during 
August and 10% off throughout the 
shop on Paper Kite Family Sundays. 
Members receive an additional 10% 
discount. See gift shop for details.

Shop & Dine

Garden Gate Shop
4344 Shaw Blvd.

St. Louis, MO 63110
Monday–Sunday

9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(314) 577-5137

Butterfly House Gift Shop
15193 Olive Blvd.

Chesterfield, MO 63017
Tuesday–Sunday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

(Memorial Day–Labor Day)
(636) 530-0076 ext. 15

Little Shop Around the Corner
4474 Castleman Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63110

Tuesday–Saturday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(314) 577-0891
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Brunch at Spink Pavilion
Sunday mornings 

Now through October

www.mobot.org

Café Flora

Don’t forget to stop by the 
Garden Gate Shop's tent in Linnean 

Plaza or Café Flora in Spink 
Pavilion during Lantern Festival!

www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/things-to-do/shop-dine/cafe-flora-brunch.aspx
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The Pincushion Garden is located in the Doris 
Waters Harris Lichtenstein Victorian District.  It was 
inspired by beds that once greeted Garden visitors 
at the original Flora Gate entrance—now Spink 
Pavilion—in the early 1900s. It was first planted with 
succulents in 2012, which took 20 staff members nine 
days to complete.

 Every year the process begins with Garden 
horticulturist Jennifer Smock creating a design, 
keeping in mind the beds must be planted from the 
center out. Working with the Publications department, 
she then creates templates for each of the 20 beds. In 
May, staff members from all over the Garden help 
for at least one week to place, one by one, 35,000 to 
40,000 succulents such as Delosperma rogersii ‘Mini 
Wine’, Echeveria ‘Black Prince’, Faucaria ‘Jaws’, and 
Sedum rupestre ‘Lemon Coral’.

“With no historical records to work from, it’s been 
a learning experience, from growing medium and 
plant selection to drainage, irrigation, and planting 
methods,” says Smock. “The first year had a 50 
percent failure rate, and now it’s less than 10 percent.” 

Hot and humid St. Louis summers combined with 
poorly draining clay soil have presented challenges. 
Like cacti, succulents store water in their leaves, but 
unlike cacti, they flourish in cooler temperatures. 
“The first year I placed thermometers in the sand and 
found it got five or more degrees hotter than the air 
temperature,” Smock says. “It is a fine balance we have 
to find as some of them don’t need the extra water, but 
we have to mist them once the temperature reaches 
95˚F.”  This summer she is conducting trials in a 
separate area by Shaw’s Museum to test how new species 
will perform and incorporate them in the future. 

 At the end of the season, each plant is removed 
from the bed and taken to the greenhouse. There, 
it takes Garden horticulturists and volunteers 
approximately one month to clean, take cuttings, and 
replant them for next year’s display.

Pincushion Garden

Institutional Advancement and Education staff help horticulturists plant succulents. In 2014, it took 10 people per day to plant the beds in two weeks. (photo by Tom Incrocci)

The Story of the Victorian District’s

Don’t miss it! Visit the Pincushion Garden, now on display, and marvel 
at the intricate succulent designs that celebrate the Victorian era,  
St. Louis, and the Garden.
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January–March 2015. 
A commemorative gift is a 
wonderful way to honor family 
and friends. Gifts of $50 or 
more are listed in the Bulletin. 
For more information about 
giving opportunities at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden, 
please call (314) 577-5118 or 
make a commemorative gift 
at www.mobot.org/tributes.
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Herleth
Jackie Juras
Peggy Lents

Mr. Donald Canning
Mr. Dut LeBlanc
Mr. William Dvorak

Mrs. Andrea Vallina Carter
Dr. and Mrs. William Finnie
Jan and Carl Hermann

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. 
Schutte

St. Louis Herb Society

Mike Case
Ms. Dianne Brundage
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Finnie
Mrs. Robert Tschudy

Dan Case
Ronda Anson
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen F. 

Bowen, Jr.
Ms. Dianne Brundage
Mr. Ron Carter
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Finnie
Dr. and Mrs. William M. 

Fogarty, Jr.
Mr. Briggs Hoffmann, Jr.
Huffords Jewelry
Jackie Juras
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. 

Kopman
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas S. 

Kurten
Jane Luedde
Master Gardener Advisory 

Committee
Mrs. Cathryn Mollman 
Mr. and Mrs. David Moody
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Murphy
Susan and Michael Murphy
Barbara R. Ottolini
Roy Pfautch
Mr. and Mrs. Rudyard K. Rapp
Dr. and Mrs. Leon R. Robison III
Mr. and Mrs. William H. 

Sackett

Mrs. Patricia Schutte
Ms. Stephanie C. Sigala and 

Mr. Jim Rhodes
St. Louis Master Gardeners
Mr. and Mrs. Whitelaw T. 

Terry, Jr.
Mrs. Robert Tschudy
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Walther
Mrs. Susan F. Yoder

Mrs. Joan Cason
Mary Jo and Ron Anderson

Mr. Charles Castro
Debora Crowder
Mrs. Patricia Fitzgerald
Jean and Neal Royer

Mrs. Marie Crump
Mr. Edward Cornbleet

Ms. Carole Dean
Ms. Rose Ahrens
Marion Cole
Jeremy and Linda Curtoys
Hollie Grosklos
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Huether
Jackie Juras
Mrs. Cynthia Lueder
Cindy Prater
Martha Schmitt 
St. Louis Master Gardeners

Mrs. Edna W. Dependahl
Jackie Juras

Mrs. Lorene Drews
Dr. William Danforth
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Gast
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Hunt
Donna Timmermann

Mr. Richard Einig
Mrs. Jocelyn Einig

Mr. Gary Ernst
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil D. Seib, Jr.

Abigail Feller
Dan and Marylee Rasar

Mr. Vincent R. Ferguson
Ms. Jodi Dennis
Capital One Legal, Plano TX
Mr. Andy Navarrete

Mrs. Myrtle Frentzel
Mr. and Mrs. Kohl Handlan

Mrs. Mary Hanora O’Brien 
Gallagher

Mrs. Alan Stein

Karen Hagopian
Samuel Marwit and  

Barbara Lehocky

Joy Ann Hedlund
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hale

Mr. Frederick Hermann, Jr.
Gege and Harry Brightman
Mississippi Valley 

Nurserymen’s Cooperative

Ms. Mary Kathryn Hill
William and Lorie Mahne

Rachel Hooppaw
Tara Midwest Team

Faith Bircher Jotte
Cigna Friends
Robin Hollrah
Jeff Kirssin and Pat Stewart

Dr. David M. Keefe
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Whiting

Mrs. Shirley Mae Keel
Anonymous
The family of Ed Keel, Mary 

Basford, & Shirley Miaoulis
Bob and Barbara Sulkowski 

Family

Florence Kettler
The Work Center, Inc.

Harriet Kronick
Ellen and Bruce White

Doris and David Lichtenstein
Dr. Bruce Harris

Sharon Lindner
William Lindner Family

Margaret “Peggy” MacAdam
Ms. Amelia Letnes

Janet Manser
George and Mary Rose Heil

Mr. Lansden McCandless, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander M. 

Cornwell, Jr.
Mississippi Valley 

Nurserymen’s Cooperative

Mr. Weston Morefield
Mrs. Marian Dean

Mr. Michael Morgan
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. 

Woolsey

Mrs. Barbara Morse
Mrs. Lucius B. Morse, III

Mr. Stephen Musgrave
Mrs. Margot Schwab

Mr. Frank Nelson
Missouri Botanical Garden 

Security Department

Mr. James L. Ogilvie
Rick and Anita White

Mrs. Margaret Oppenheimer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. 

Babington

Mr. Louis Parsons
Mr. Richard Arnoldy

Dolores Polys
Peter and Deborah Brownlie
Gail Bumgarner
Greg and Lori Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Terry W. Fenger

Dee Dee Raby
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Morgan

Herbert E. Rosenbaum
Howard Wilkinson

Mr. Harley Sartain
Mr. Robert Hamilton

Lori Schaefer
Ed Schaefer

Mrs. Laura Schnapp
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hale

Mr. Hugh Scott, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Pharr 

Brightman
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander M. 

Cornwell, Jr.
Ellen and Henry Dubinsky
Mrs. Ann J. Key
Mr. and Mrs. John C. 

McPheeters
Mrs. Bonnie Morse
Roy Pfautch
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 

Richardson

Mr. Carroll Snead
Airgas

Tom Abernathy
Mr. Chad Hull
Debbie Porter

Mrs. Maud S. Soebbing
Mr. and Mrs. James 

Breckenridge

Mrs. Mary Spencer
Jerome and Adele O’Neil
Mr. Joseph Wuller

Mrs. Ann Marie  
Spoeneman

Phyllis and Sanford Goffstein

Mrs. Sharon Lee Thompson
Karen Kranz

Ms. Lila Traeger
Jackie Juras

Mrs. Barbara Vogler
Susan Vogler-Wesp and 

Stephen Vogler

Dr. John R. Wagner
The Bridwell Family

Dr. Huber Walsh
Eugene Barr Family
Albert and Sondra Steindorf
Ms. Christine Wolff

Lena Wikete
Ms. Pat DuFaux
Mrs. Eva Mann
Mr. George Newmann

Chizuye Susie Yoshioka
Tom Harte

Commemorative Gifts
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www.mobot.org/tributes
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Members’ 
Entry Court

January–March 2015 
For more information, call 
(314) 577-5118 or visit 
www.mobot.org/donate.

Signature  
Bronze Bricks
Larry Levin
Larry Levin

Lois Levin
Larry Levin

John and Holly Drabik
Holly Drabik

Mr. Vernon House
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon House

Les & Helen Simon Family
Ms. Rosalie Seemann

Engraved  
Clay Bricks
Jack Copeland
Ms. Sharon Lamkin

David M. Gates
Ms. Lara Gates

Guenter & Ann Goldsmith
Ann Goldsmith

Faith Bircher Jotte
Franklin County Chiropractic
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Wehner

Sara K. Kerr 
Richard K. Kerr
Ray Kerr

Renee and Allan Maycock
Lynda Obernier

Anna Millea
Thomas Millea

Rylan Nischwitz
Mrs. Lisa M. Rieman

Judith Ann Pailer
Michael R. Pailer

Barbara Lynn Schloessman
Mrs. Abby Risner

Butterfly 
House
January–March 2015 
Call (314) 577-5118 or visit 
www.butterflyhouse.org/
donate to learn more.

Pavers
Loretta Bono
Judith Bratowski

Ezra Arthur Chancellor
Edwardsville School District 7

Horst and Ursula Daehnick
Andreas Daehnick
Dana and Larsen Daehnick
Heidi Daehnick
Heidi Daehnick

Trip Ganim
Mark and Christi Evans

Karen L. Hoch
Terry Hoch

Amy Pearson
Toma and Marsha Pearson

Ms. Cathy Vanderheyden
Regina Bella

Lori Vinyard
Bill Vinyard

Grants and contracts
22%

Botanical Garden Subdistrict
26%

Property rentals
1%

Education
1%

Contributions and 
memberships

20%

Admissions
9%

Investment 
income, net

11%

Retail shops
6%

Bequests
2%

Other
2%
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Science and conservation
22%

Visitor services
1%

Management and general
17%

Bioinformatics
2%

Security
2%

Education/Sustainability
16%

Maintenance  
and Improvements
8%

Horticulture
8%

Public events
6%

Retail shops
6%

Contract services
4%

Institutional Advancement/fundraising
2%

Membership 
department

3%

Utilities
3%
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Revenue and Expenses 
for the Garden in 2014

Excerpted from the Missouri 
Botanical Garden’s 2014 Annual 
Report, these charts represent 
the operating support and 
revenue as well as operating 
expenses for the Garden’s 
family of attractions, including 
the Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly 
House, Shaw Nature Reserve, 
and Litzsinger Road Ecology 
Center. The charts provide an 
overview of the Garden’s sources 
of support and also illustrate 
how funding is used to advance 
our mission and strategic goals.

You will see 20% of our 
operating support comes 
from contributions and 
memberships—that is, you. 
Your support as a member is 
essential to our horticultural 
displays, cultural events, 
education programs, science 
and conservation work, and 
much more. Thank you for 
contributing to our success.

To learn more about the 
discoveries, achievements, and 
finances of the Garden in 2014, 
please review the Annual Report 
at www.mobot.org/reports. 

www.mobot.org/donate
www.butterflyhouse.org/donate
www.butterflyhouse.org/donate
www.mobot.org/reports
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Heritage Society

Ralph Olliges: Sharing the Garden 
with the Next Generation

Teachers are often lifelong students, and Dr. Ralph Olliges is no exception. One of the things he loves about 
the Missouri Botanical Garden is all the different opportunities to learn. But what first drew him to the Garden 
were the plants.“I’ve been coming to the Garden for 30 years because of the beauty and the quality of the 
displays,” Ralph says. “I now belong to three different plant societies. If you grow plants, you know that you will 
also kill plants. So I wanted to learn: Why did that die? How can I do better?”

Dr. Olliges is an associate professor in the Department of Multidisciplinary Studies at Webster University in 
St. Louis, and it’s important for him to share his love of plants and the natural world with his students. Each 
semester, he connects 16 or 17 undergraduate students to the wonders of the Garden through Webster’s first-year 
seminar program.“The Missouri Botanical Garden is one of the top 
three botanical institutions in the world,” Ralph says, “so we can share 
a quality experience that enhances their education.” For example, he 
says, they study the gardens of China, Japan, and England, and see 
them first-hand at the Garden. Then, his students select a garden from 
another culture to study and report back to the class.

The Garden can be a connection to many different fields of study, 
from history to chemistry to geography and beyond, making it an 
ideal tool for engaging students in a first-year seminar and connecting 
them to a variety of topics. “We might look at baggies of different 
soil types,” Ralph explains, “and talk about porous rocks, drainage, 
pH, acids and bases, and the chemistry of how things grow. Or each 
student might do a podcast on whichever one of the 23 demonstration 
gardens in the Kemper Center for Home Gardening interests them 
most. We can visit Tower Grove House and learn about changes in 
technology from the Victorian era on.”

Preservation of history is just as important to Dr. Olliges as the 
future, so he was quite excited to hear about the reopening of Henry 
Shaw’s Museum as part of the Garden for the World campaign. He 
made a gift to support that initiative and is looking forward to touring 
the museum with his students one day soon.

Every year or two, one of Dr. Olliges’s students will make a point of 
telling him they’ve become a member of the Garden. He loves being a 
part of sharing the Garden with a new generation and igniting interest 
in his students. Dr. Olliges has also joined the Heritage Society and 
designated the Garden as a beneficiary of his IRA to further preserve 
the Garden for future generations. “The opportunity to share my 
excitement and see the growth in my students is so important,” Ralph 
says. “I’d like to see those opportunities continue far into the future.”ph
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The Garden as a Beneficiary 
in Your IRA or Pension Plan

Some members of the Heritage 
Society chose to name the Garden 
as a beneficiary on their retirement 
asset such as an IRA, 401(k), 403(b), 
or pension plan. They do so to avoid 
passing a costly asset to loved ones 
and bypass any income tax due.

To learn more about the types of 
planned gifts and to read stories from 
some of our members, please visit 
www.mobot.org/plannedgiving. For 
more information about naming the 
Garden as a beneficiary or to inform 
us of your intent, please contact  
Joyce Pluhar at (314) 577-5199 or 
joyce.pluhar@mobot.org. 

www.mobot.org/plannedgiving
mailto:joyce.pluhar@mobot.org
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Go Paperless, 
Go Green!
The Missouri Botanical 
Garden strives to make 
the most sustainable 
choices possible to 
benefit people, plants, and the planet. 
That’s why we offer an interactive 
online version of the Bulletin as well 
as a downloadable PDF. Sign up for the 
new electronic versions by sending an 
email to membership@mobot.org. 
Let us know if you’d like to forego your 
paper subscription to save trees.

You can also send an email to  
membership@mobot.org if:

q  Your name is misspelled
q  Your address is incorrect
q  You receive more than one copy
q  You no longer wish to receive 

the Bulletin

JAPANESE FESTIVAL Hours and tickets 
at www.mobot.orgLabor Day weekend | September 5–7
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mailto:membership@mobot.org
www.mobot.org/japanesefestival
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