
Where do conifers grow? 



Conifers are most abundant across the 
Northern Hemisphere, but the greatest 

diversity is found in the lands  
encircling the Pacific Ocean!  



They grow in a variety of 
different habitats. 



The vast stretches of coniferous forests in the upper latitudes 
of the  Northern Hemisphere are called taiga or boreal forests.  
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Boreal forests  
have long cold 

winters with 
extremely low 
temperatures.  

 
Summers are  

fairly short, made 
up of long days. 
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Swamps are  
any wetlands 
dominated by 
woody plants.  

 
They have 

rich, dark soils 
and standing 

water at certain 
times of the year. 
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This species is unusual for conifers because it is 
deciduous, dropping all of its leaves in the fall. 
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The swamps of the southeast U.S. are  
mostly made up of bald cypresses (Taxodium distichum). 



A desert is  
a region that 
receives less 

than 10 inches  
of precipitation  

a year.  
 

Conifers are  
rare in these 

areas. 
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The conifers that grow here are relict populations that were 
much larger and more widespread during the last Ice Age. 
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 Pine-oak forests grow on mountain ranges of Central 
America at altitudes between 600 and 1,800 meters.  
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Garden researchers explore the pine-oak forests of Central 
America, discovering and recording the species found there.   
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Found in the  
West Indies and 

southeastern  
North America,  
pine savannas  
are made up 

of widely-spaced 
trees with ground 
cover made up of 

herbs and grasses.  



Pine savannas were once maintained by seasonal 
climate, herbivory, and frequent, light fires. 



Fire is a common and necessary natural process in 
many habitats where conifers grow.  
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Wildfires make soil nutrients available for plant use and 
remove dead trees and litter from the forest floor.  
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Since the 1900s, humans have excluded and suppressed wildfires, 
resulting in higher tree density and accumulated plant material.  
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The higher fuel load in these environments can fuel 
unnaturally hot fires that kill even the fire-tolerant trees.  
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Wildland fire managers must evaluate every fire and plan for 
potential threats to humans. Properly managed, fire can be an 

effective natural resource management tool.  
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