
A large (6-inch) millipede  curls into a defensive spiral in rainforest on the Masoala Peninsula. (David Parks photo)
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Madagascar is one of the world's great conservation priorities with an unparalleled 
combination of diversity and uniqueness of its plants and animals. Key factors making 
the island a biological treasure house are its relatively large size, its tropical location, 
its 88 million years of isolation and the late arrival of humans.

This large (6-inch), milliped advertises danger. Its chemical defenses may include 
distasteful quinones and hydrogen cyanide. Some lemurs overcome this defense: 
Rolling a captured milliped in its hands, the lemur gets the milliped to release its
toxic load.   Wiping off the distasteful material with its own tail, the lemur eats the 
milliped.

This poster provided by the Missouri Botanical Garden is freely available for download, printing and display from http://www.mobot.org/madagascar.  
Any other use or sale must be arranged with David Parks (drparks@stanford.edu).  For more information see http://www.mobot.org/mobot/madagascar/


